
EARTH HOUR: 8.30 TO 9.30 PM IST

Current WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
was accused of covering up 3 cholera 
epidemics in his home country, 
Ethiopia, in May 2017, when he was a 
leading contender for the post

British PM Boris Johnson
and his health secretary 
Matt Hancock test positive. 
Queen Elizabeth last saw 
Johnson on March 11

‘Bahubali’ star Prabhas donates 
4 crore to aid in efforts 

against the pandemic. 
Sachin Tendulkar has 
also donated 50 lakh

US now has the highest number of infected 
people in the world — 85,996, including more than 
1,000 deaths. President Trump spoke to Xi Jinping, 
who offered help to the US in fighting Covid-19. 
In Italy, 919 people died in a single day 
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This is what the
virus looks like

State-run GT Hospital ca-
me up lacking when car-

rying out mock drills to gua-
ge preparedness in case of an
influx of Covid-19 patients as
it didn’t even have a hazmat
suit—a personal protective
equipment—needed to de-
monstrate use. While the sta-
te has said they are in the
process of readying the ho-
spital as an isolation facility,
experts said that with the
highest cases in state, the ci-
ty didn’t have the luxury of
time to prepare. P 2

State hosps not
ready for influx

DAY

3LOCKDOWN

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India on Friday cut inter-
est rates by 75 basis points
(bps)—the sharpest in over a
decade. It also made available
Rs 3.74 lakh crore of addition-
al liquidity to banks and al-
lowed almost all borrowers to
defer loan repayments by
three months. 

The measures are aimed
at buying time for the govern-
ment to deal with the corona-
virus crisis by preventing
stressed borrowers from be-
ing ejected from the banking
system and avoiding bond
markets going into a freeze
due to the sudden cessation
caused by the lockdown.

Advancing the monetary
policy committee meeting by
a week, RBI governor Shakti-
kanta Das said, “This deci-
sion was warranted by the de-

structive force of the corona-
virus. It is intended to miti-
gate the negative effects of
the virus, revive growth, and
above all, preserve financial

stability.”
Das said that along with

earlier measures, the liquidi-
ty made available amounts to
3.2% of the country’s GDP.

The rate cut had its im-
pact with the SBI cutting in-
terest rates on loans by 75 bps. 

Total Liquidity
Now Amounts

To 3.2% Of GDP

RBI cuts rate 75bps, steepest in over
10 yrs; you can defer EMIs by 3 mths

Mayur.Shetty@timesgroup.com

A Deep Cut 
In Interest Rates...

...Is Aimed At Delivering Across-The-Board Relief

...And Release Of 
3.7 Lakh Crore... 

Repo cuts 1 lakh cr
1% CRR cut 1.37 lakh cr
Marginal 
standing facility 1.37 lakh cr

Total 3.74 lakh cr

Repo Rate

Reverse Repo Rate

Oct 4, 2019

Oct 4, 2019

March 27, 2020

March 27, 2020

5.15%

4.9%

4.0%

4.4%
-0.75%

-0.9%

Objective is to ensure businesses remain 
afloat, banks don’t pile up NPAs and 
economic activity continues

For the first time, RBI is funding purchase 
of private bonds by banks and has eased 
prudential norms to smoothen lending

Borrowers short 
of funds can 
pause repayment 

of loans for 3 months, 
won’t be tagged defaulter

All types 
of loans—
home, auto, 

personal, MFI, project—
eligible for moratorium

RBI circular 
covers credit 
card dues too

But if you are not 
short of funds, 
keep repaying 
on schedule. 

Moratorium defers, 
doesn’t extinguish, EMIs

RBI has taken giant steps to 
safeguard our economy... 

Measures will improve liquidity, 
reduce cost of funds, help the 

middle-class and businesses
—PM Narendra Modi

We are living through an 
extraordinary situation. A war effort 
is being mounted to combat the 
virus involving conventional and 
non-conventional measures

—RBI guv Shaktikanta Das 

Repo rate is interest rate at which banks borrow from RBI 
and reverse repo is rate at which RBI borrows from banks

The domino effect of the
three-day-old lockdown
continued to tell on the

goods supply chain across
states on Friday, with govern-
ment intervention failing to
resolve operational complex-
ities like 60% of the 1.2 crore
trucks stuck on highways
and cities being held up be-
cause they are laden with
“non-essential” FMCG cargo.

The All India Motor Tran-
sport Congress (AIMTC) said
these trucks have to be allo-
wed to reach their destinati-
ons quickly and unload the
cargo before they can be deplo-
yed to carry essential items
and replenish stocks in mar-
kets that are being allowed to
open but don't have much to
sell. “Our trucks usually car-
ry vegetables and fruits from
villages to the cities and, on
the return journey, they
mostly carry packaged go-

ods of FMCG companies. We
are operating at reduced ca-
pacity because trucks carry-
ing FMCG cargo deemed as
non-essentials have been
stopped,” AIMTC president
Kultaran Singh Atwal said.

60% of trucks on
roads stalled by

‘non-essential’ tag
Ripple Effect On Supply Chain

New Delhi: With reports of
thousands of migrant labou-
rers on highways and stran-
ded at places, the Centre has
sent an urgent advisory to
states asking them to provi-
de food and shelter to unor-
ganised sector workers to en-
sure they stay where they are
and do not take to the roads
during the ongoing 21-day
lockdown.

The home ministry has
stressed that the lockdown is
intended to ensure people
stay where they are as mass

movement will defeat the
purpose of the exercise inten-
ded to ensure social distan-
cing to break the chain of Co-
vid-19 transmission and pre-
vent a wider, more dangero-
us, community spread.

The Centre has said daily
wagers be given support and
sustenance and be reassured
that the lockdown will not
mean lack of food and shelter
and will not last beyond a sti-
pulated time.

Give shelter to stranded migrants,
make them stay put: Centre to states

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Breach Candy Hospital sh-
ut its cardiac cath lab and
Saifee sealed a part of its

building for disinfection after
an 85-year-old surgeon-cum-ur-
ologist died of suspected coro-
navirus on Friday even as his
cardiac surgeon son is said to
have contracted the infection.
Following a scramble to trace

contacts, many staffers were
advised home quarantine. 

Meanwhile, in Sangli, a fa-
mily that had 12 infected mem-
bers saw 12 more testing positi-
ve, taking the count to 24. The
state’s count went up to 153, up
by 23 from 130. But the govern-
ment said there were 28 fresh
cases on Friday. TNN P2, 5

2 city hosps tense after doc
dies, surgeon son tests +ve
23 New Cases

In Maha, Sangli
Family Count 24

10,000 e-passes have been is-
sued in the last two days,
50,000 are still pending, so
huge is the demand. Karna-
taka has decided to go for e-
passes after introducing
physical passes that clogged
the system. Haryana has an
online application process
for emergency passes du-
ring the lockdown.

CO ID CARDS/UNIFORMS: In
Kerala and West Bengal, ID
cards issued by respective or-
ganisations are accepted
from those who are part of es-
sential services. In Hydera-
bad, delivery boys need only
to wear their uniforms.

Many states, many kinds
of passes. What works?

New Delhi: Some 15 lakh pe-
ople who returned to India be-
tween January 18 and March
23, when the complete ban on
international arrivals kicked
in, are at the centre of an int-
ense scrutiny to ensure they
do not become Covid-19 trans-
mitters, with the cabinet sec-
retary writing to states aski-
ng them to track individuals
who have not been accounted
for in the screening- quaran-
tine surveillance process.

Many of these people are

part of home or institution-
al quarantine programmes
launched for foreign travell-
ers, but officials said there
were “some gaps”, and stat-
es had been asked to track
missing links as internatio-
nal travel has been the key
link to Covid-19 cases. Some
of these people would’ve co-
mpleted 14 days after arrival
and are now safe. There are
others who can be potential
spreaders and need scruti-
ny. Underlining a discrepan-
cy between arrivals and tho-
se accounted for, cabinet se-
cretary Rajiv Gauba said the
MHA’s Bureau of Immigra-
tion had “shared details of
over 15 lakh incoming pas-
sengers with states for mo-
nitoring for Covid-19”.

‘Gaps’ in
screening of
15L who flew

into India 

STOCKS RUNNING LOW
➤ While shops have been allowed 
to remain open, many might 
soon run out of goods, including 
medicines, as supplies run dry
➤ 60% of trucks stranded on 
highways carrying non-essentials 
but unless they can unload 
them first, they won’t be able to 
transport anything else
➤ 15k trucks stranded at the 
borders in Gurgaon for last 3 
days; supply of FMCG and even 
medical products, equipment and 
masks & gloves for nurses may 
be hampered over the next few 
weeks in Delhi-NCR

Name of State / UT Cases on 
Friday

Total 
Cases Recovered Deaths

Kerala 39 176 12

Maharashtra 23 153 8 5

Karnataka 9 64 5 3

Telangana 11 59 1

Uttar Pradesh 7 50 14

Rajasthan 7 50 5 2

Gujarat 3 47 3

Delhi 1 40 6 1

Rest of India 24 215 12 8

Total 124 854 63 22

2 MORE DEATHS, TOLL NOW 22

Firm ID Card/Uniform
Kerala*, West Bengal 
and Hyderabad**   

E-Pass: Delhi, Haryana 
and Karnataka

Physical Pass: Most 
other states/UTs/cities

*Kerala also using self-declaration 
form; **Hyderabad also accepting 
e-cum-physical pass 

People queue up to procure 
passes in Bengaluru on Friday

The Indian economy would
grow by 2.1% in 2020-21,

while nearly all other major
G20 economies would shrink,
the Economist Intelligence
Unit (EIU) said on Friday,
even as global ratings agency
Moody’s slashed India’s
growth forecast to 2.5% for
this year from the earlier
5.3% due to the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Meanwhile, IMF chief
Kristalina Georgieva said,
“It is clear we have entered
a recession that will be wor-
se than in 2009.” Emerging
markets would need at least
$2.5 trillion funding to boun-
ce back, she estimated.

The EIU said the global eco-
nomy would shrink by 2.2%
while India, China and Indo-
nesia would expand. If the fo-
recast comes true, India will
emerge as the fastest growing
major economy in the world
even at the sharply reduced ra-
te, and along with China (1%)
and Indonesia (1%), record an
expansion against the back-
drop of the pandemic.P13

EIU: India to be
fastest growing

major eco in FY21

Drug wholesalers, distrib-
utors and retailers are

facing major disruptions in
supplies, especially to remo-
te areas and states which do
not have manufacturing un-
its. Drug manufacturers and
retailers said while wareho-
uses have stocks for around
15 days, panic buying may le-
ad to a shortage of essential
and commonly used medici-
nes if hurdles in the supply
chain continue. P 7

Drug sellers
face disruption

Twenty-eight military
hospitals have been

shortlisted to manage Co-
vid-19 cases, while another
five have begun the testing
procedure. MP on Friday to-
ok over two private hospi-
tals by invoking a British-
era law, becoming the third
state after Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh where priva-
te health centres have been
taken over by the state. P 6

28 military hosps,
2 pvt ones in MP
roped in by govt

In a bid to stop the misuse
of anti-malarial drug

hydroxychloroquine, the
government has notified it
under Schedule-H1, restric-
ting its sale based on presc-
ription only and making it
mandatory for chemists to
maintain records for such
sales. The move comes in
the wake of reports of pa-
nic buying of the drug. P 7

No OTC sale of
anti-malaria drug

India’s first images of SARS-
CoV2 under a microscope are in
— it’s round like other corona-
viruses, about 70 to 80 nano-
metre (a human hair is about
80,000 nanometre) and has a
cobbled surface structure | P 7

�Physical passes, P 7

�Problem acute in NE, P 7
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New Delhi: From Delhi to Be-
ngaluru, Mumbai to Hyderab-
ad, starvation is as much a th-
reat as Covid-19 for daily wa-
gers, many of them migrants.
Concerned over their plight, a
group of activists, NGOs and
citizens are raising funds and
distributing cooked food, util-
ity packets, even providing ca-
sh, to aid them during the na-
tionwide lockdown.

In Hyderabad, lawyer-tur-
ned-businessman Shaaz Meh-
mood has raised funds to pro-

vide ration for 5,000 such fami-
lies. The 31-year-old, who runs
a restaurant chain, has decid-
ed to help out after a Facebook
exchange with a friend. “We
knew the situation would only
get worse as the lockdown is
not going to end anytime soon.
So we hurriedly put out a post-
er on our social media handl-
es. The response has been ov-
erwhelming,” he told TOI.

Anam.Ajmal@timesgroup.com

The state government, with
help from NGOs, has pro-

vided food and shelter to about
one lakh people stranded acr-
oss Maharashtra over the last
three days. P 5

1 lakh given food,
shelter in state

� Stop tagging, P 13

Led by a rush of cases in Kerala, the daily count of new Co-
vid-19 infections in India zoomed past 100 for the first time

on Friday. As many as 124 cases were reported from states—
39 from Kerala alone—taking the total count to 854. On Mon-
day (March 23), states had reported a total of 99 new cases. Ke-
rala has now reported Covid-19 cases from each district. 

The health ministry, however, confirmed 808 cases and sa-
id 67 patients had recovered. P 6

At 124, biggest 1-day surge in cases

An inquiry was ordered
into the death of a 49-ye-
ar-old ambulance driver

on Friday after he was alle-
gedly hit by police in Pune on
suspicion that he was ferry-
ing passengers illegally in his
vehicle during the lockdown.

Pimpri Chinchwad’s addi-
tional commissioner of police
Ramnath Pokale confirmed
that an investigation has been

initiated. The case came to
light when the son of the am-
bulance driver, who was acco-
mpanying him when the inci-
dent occurred, said they were
stopped at a toll naka and the

policemen assaulted his father.
He claimed they were allowed
to proceed only after making a
payment of Rs 3,000 to cops.
The video of the crying man

has now gone viral. (See P 3)
But it’s hardly the only vi-

deo of its kind. Social media is
flooded with footage of police
highhandedness, attracting
shock from across the count-
ry, as they punish people for
coming out of their homes in
the lockdown. The Pimpri
Chinchwad incident comes
days after another viral video
showed three Punjab cops rai-
ning blows with lathi on the
soles of a young boy’s feet as

he cries in pain and for mercy.
And in Badaun, migrant

labourers on their way back
home were made to crawl and
do frog jumps on the road by
policemen in UP.

While the lockdown ex-
empts essential services, the-
re have been cases of police as-
saulting journalists, delivery
boys or those venturing out to
buy essential items.

Cops enforce lockdown with blows & insults

�Disciplining crowds, P 7

�Women, students, P 7 �Celebs pitch in, P 7

Citizens, NGOs provide succour to
the needy with food, ration & cash 

�Eagle’s eye, P 7

� Kasturba docs start on
preventive med doses, P 2

� Over 2,000 workers to walk
back home to UP, K’taka, P 2
�19,000 migrants return to
Pune from Mum, isolated, P 2

In a relief to auto dealers,
the Supreme Court on

Friday allowed the sale of
BS-IV-compliant vehicles
beyond the March 31deadli-
ne and till 10 days after the
lockdown is lifted. The co-
urt, however, made it clear
that dealers will be allowed
to sell only 10% of their ex-
isting BS-IV stocks and tho-
se vehicles won’t be sold in
Delhi. 

BS-IV vehicles
deadline eased

A nine-month-old girl,
along with four family

members, tested positive in
Bengal on Friday evening.
The girl seems to be the yo-
ungest Covid-19 patient in the
country, officials said. The fa-
mily had met a close relative,
who returned from the UK. In
Karnataka, a 10-month-old
boy with no travel history
abroad tested positive. P 6

Nine-month-old
baby tests +ve

� BMC vigilant as cases in
tony Bandra-Khar go up, P 2

FULL COVERAGE: P 2-14
� Sensex drops 131 points
on growth fears after rally
� SBI cuts rate by 75 bps

� CM to DGP: Direct cops to
not use force on civilians, P 3

From Delhi’s Jama Masjid
(picture, left) to the Mecca

Masjid in Hyderabad, mosques
across the country wore a de-
serted look as lay worshippers
responded to fatwas and urging
by clerics to stay at home and
offer prayers, perhaps an un-
precedented event in living
history. In Mumbai, while the
Jama Masjid near Crawford
Market managed to convince
patrons against Friday congre-
gation, police had to dissuade a
group of 10-15 from entering the
Mahim Jama Masjid. P 4

Mosques empty
as worshippers

offer Friday
prayers at home

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com
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A policeman tries to regulate a surging crowd of migrant workers attempting to return to their native places
after the capital was put under lockdown, at the Delhi-Ghaziabad border on Friday. Related report, P 4

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Facing a major health cri-
sis, the US, in a move th-

at has generated much int-
erest abroad, has put out a
call for medical profession-
als seeking to work in the
country on a work or excha-
nge visitor visa, particular-
ly those working to treat or
mitigate the effects of the
corona epidemic. Also, it
has said that foreign medi-
cal professionals already in
the US can get their visas
extended. P 9

US seeks foreign
health personnel 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

With only those emplo-
yed in essential servi-
ces or facing emer-

gencies allowed to commute
now, state governments are
struggling to find the best me-
chanism to ensure this. From
the experience so far, it looks
like issuing and using e-pa-
sses are simpler than phy-
sical ones. Also, decentrali-
sing the issuing process ap-
pears to be the way forward.
Another simple way is to fo-
cus on ID cards issued by
respectiveorganisations.

E-PASSES: Delhi has introdu-
ced e-passes. Requests can al-
so be made on phone. Though
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Mumbai: Last Sunday, when
hospitals across the country
carried out mock drills to
gauge preparedness in case
there was an influx of corona-
virus patients, the exercise at
the state-run GT Hospital had
a crucial component mis-
sing. They didn’t have any
hazmat suit, a personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE), that

was needed to demonstrate
its use and safe removal. The
state government, of course,
said that they were in the pro-
cess of readying the hospital
as an isolation facility and
there will be no shortages of
PPEs once it starts.

Experts, however, said
that with 58 cases—highest in
the state—Mumbai didn’t ha-
ve the luxury of time as cases
could multiply rapidly. The
city saw its first case on

March 11and breached the 50-
mark in 15 days. 

A senior doctor, who was
witness to the scene at GT Ho-
spital, said, “The hospital do-
esn’t have any PPEs till now.
Protocols are still been
drawn up. The sense of ur-
gency is missing.” An official
said that they were later told
to carry out the drill using
protective gowns used during
HIV testing.

As hospital across the city,

private and public, scramble
to ramp up their facilities to
tackle the contagious virus,
most are facing a massive
shortage of PPEs for their he-
althcare workers. 

A leading private hospital
that has begun treating Co-
vid-19 patients said that they
have stocks that would last
only a month. “PPEs are ex-
pensive and right now in very
short supply. While one set
can be used for hours, it has to

be discarded if a person goes
for as much as a toilet break.
While PPE sets cost around
Rs 1,000 or less, it no longer av-
ailable in this rate,” said a
doctor.

Another doctor said that
they were planning to stretch
the shift hours of staffers
working in coronavirus
wards so that one PPE set can
be used for a longer period.
“Gowns, N95 masks, head co-
vers, long shoe covers are all

to a crisis of resources across
the world and the country too
can’t escape it. Several priva-
te doctors have joined hands
to collect money and procure
PPEs for JJ Hospital. 

Dr TP Lahane, who heads
the Directorate of Medical
Educaion and Research, ho-
wever, refuted any shortage
in the public sector and said
that there is a misnomer that
everyone needs PPEs. “We
have 4,000 hazmat suits and

have placed orders for anot-
her 40,000. We have nearly 2.4
lakh N95 masks. There are al-
so 1.5 lakh protective gowns
used during HIV testing,” he
said. “Owing to the panic,
every medical worker is as-
king for N95 masks and haz-
mat suits. But they must look
at the recommendations,
which clearly says only those
directly caring for Covid-19
patients need the suits,” he
added. 

in short supply,” the doctor
said.

Dr Ajaykumar Pande, vi-
ce-president of Lilavati Ho-
spital, said that the hospital
has stock to last not more
than a few weeks. “We are gat-
hering 5-10 suits from ven-
dors or our old distributor fri-
ends, but stocks have to be
made available sooner,” he
said. Dr Santosh Shetty of Ko-
kilaben Ambani Hospital sa-
id that the pandemic has led

Only month’s stock of masks, suits in most hosps, but state says it’s prepared
Sumitra.DebRoy

@timesgroup.com

home test on Wednesday, came
positive. Later that day, the fa-
mily shifted him to Mahim’s PD
Hinduja Hospital, where he pas-
sed away at 12.30am on Friday. 

State officials didn’t attribu-
te the death to coronavirus say-
ing confirmatory tests were be-
ing done at Kasturba. “The man
was a diabetic and had a pace-
maker too,” said state epide-
miologist Dr Pradeep Awate,
who also said two of the family
members had recently retur-
ned from the UK. The state ma-
intained Maharashtra’s death
toll remained at five on Friday,
the same as on Thursday. 

At Saifee Hospital, civic so-
urces said 14 people were found
high-risk contacts and quaran-
tined at the hospital, while 26 fo-
und low-risk were advised ho-

me quarantine. The OT area
and part of the ICU were sealed.
While the father was undergo-
ing CT scan, the cardiac surge-
on son is believed to have gone
near one of the OTs to meet peo-
ple. At Breach Candy Hospital,
where the surgeon had opera-
ted on a patient on Monday, the
catheterisation lab was shut for
disinfection. 15 people from the
department were home qua-
rantined. While hospital autho-
rities couldn’t be reached for
comment, sources said the ho-
spital was putting together a list
of patients the doctor had visi-
ted in the ward.

AMC Suresh Kakani said
the hospital hasn’t been sealed,
but areas where the doctor visi-
ted or operated are closed for
disinfection. The doctor was

tested in a private lab. “As per
ICMR rules, the first ten positi-
ve results have to be validated
by a government laboratory,”
he said. 

Saifee hospital manage-
ment maintained their services
were unaffected. “The deceased
doctor underwent a CT scan at
Saifee and was diagnosed as ‘di-
agnostic for Covid-19’. The sur-
geon was transferred to the spe-
cial isolation facility at Hindu-
ja,” said Dr Vernon Desa, direc-
tor, medical governance at
Saifee. “All containment and
surveillance measures have be-
en implemented to ensure safe-
ty of our staff, patients, and visi-
tors. BMC officials said the bu-
rial was carried out by civic offi-
cials in the presence of a few
family members.

85-yr-old city doc dies, his
surgeon son tests positive

Worldwide | 15% of Covid-19 patients 
could turn serious and  up to 3%
of them could need ventilator 
support
Mumbai | At a very 
conservative estimate of 
only 1% patients needing 
ventilators, the city 
would need 1,800 of 
those
Rationing Fears
Mumbai has a 
severe shortage 
of ventilators, as 
indicated by data 
cited in the legislative 
assembly. The fear 
is, if critical cases 
increase, there may 
not be enough for all 
such patients. Shortages 
have occurred in Italy, with 
reports of doctors forced to 
ration ventilators on the basis of 
survival chances. Experts say similar 
shortages are imminent in the US

ONLY 1,200 VENTILATORS IN MUMBAI
UNDER 5% AVAILABLE

VENTILATOR
Provides oxygen to a 
patient who is unable 
to breathe. Machine 
pushes air into lungs 
and allows it back

As the number of coronavirus-
positive patients increases, the 
question being asked is: Are we 
ready with ICU care for patients 
who could turn serious? 

WHY NEEDED IN 
COVID-19 CASES
Severely ill Covid-19 
patients can develop 
acute respiratory 
distress syndrome, a life-
threatening condition 
characterized by 
rapid onset of 
widespread lung 
inflammation

Such a patient may 
require ventilator for 

days or even 
weeks

INDIA’S PROBLEM

1mnvenilators must if Covid-19 
cases spike in few months*

30,000-50,000 available, 
or 3-5% of requirement, for 
1.3bn population 

COMPARISON WITH US

0.2mn ventilators
available for 

135mn population

MUMBAI’S SITUATION

1,200 ventilators with all 
hospitals

PUBLIC HOSPITALS

KEM | 225. 12

Sion | 126. 0

Nair | 90. 0

J J | 89. 0

Shatabdi | 30. 0

Bhabha,
Bandra | 17. 0

VN Desai | 15. 0

Rajawadi | 13. 9

Bhabha, Kurla | 10. 0

St George | 10. 0

Total | 625. 21

PRIVATE HOSPITALS

Lilavati, Bandra | 44. 0

Prince Aly Khan,
Mazgaon | 17. 0

Hinduja, Mahim | 30. 0

Guru Nanak,
Bandra | 11. 1

Bombay, Marine 
Lines | 25. 0

SRCC, Haji Ali | 18. 3

Hiranandani, Powai 
| 16. 1

Bhatia, Tardeo | 10. 0

Breach Candy | 22. 0

Hindu Maha Sabha,
Ghatkopar | 10. 5

Saifee, 
Charni Road | 26

Bethany, Thane | 14

H N Reliance,
Girgaon | 40

K J Somaiya, Sion | 3

Holy Family,
Bandra | 30

Inlaks, Chembur | 4. 1

Shushrut, Chembur 
| 6. 0

Total | 326. 11
Source: Statement by Ghatkopar West MLA Ram Kadam on floor of Assembly

Govt says it’s procuring ventilators on own and 
through CSR. 150 to be delivered within week (pro-
cured by state-run Haffkine Corp), 100 within fortnight, 
1,000 on demand (rate contract for supply signed)

STATE’S 

PLAN

VENTILATOR AVAILABILITY IN CITY As stated in Assembly

Hospital | Total ventilators. Available as of March 13

*Source: Report by Johns Hopkins 
University quoting Centre for 
Disease Dynamics, Economics and Policy 5% or less is currently available

Text: Yogita Rao

Not all hosps included

Mumbai: The Covid-19 pand-
emic has spawned a humani-
tarian crisis in the narrow by-
lanes of Wadala. Deprived of
income to meet their living
expenses in Mumbai, around
2,000 workers employed in
small-scale textile units here
plan to trek 1,400km back to
their homes in Uttar Pradesh. 

These men are employed
in the small-scale textile
units in National Market—a-
mong India’s oldest readyma-
de garments markets—along
Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Marg.
Their units shut almost 20 da-
ys ago, since Covid-19 cases
began to be reported.

Their employers promis-
ed them meals if they conti-
nued to pay the rent for their
kholis —tiny rooms shared by
around 10 workers. After alm-
ost three weeks of providing
them two meals daily, now the
employers’ association has
said it won’t be able to keep up
the charity any longer. 

The textile workers, who
earn Rs 15,000 to Rs 20,000 a
month, want to return home
and plan to walk to Uttar Pra-
desh as they are worried abo-
ut the plight of their old pa-
rents, wives and young child-
ren there. 

Rafiq Shaikh is one of the
workers preparing to leave
for Kanpur where his parents
are. “I have just Rs 5,000 left in
my bank and don’t want it to
get depleted further by stayi-
ng on here,” he said. Shaikh’s
parents have been asking him
leave Mumbai. 

“Trains and buses are not
functioning. If no group or
people come forward to help

soon, I am going to start wal-
king,” he added. His roomma-
te said, “It is better to die in
our villages than due to star-
vation and coronavirus.’’

The employers’ associati-
on, comprising 300 wholesale
dealers of garments, had put
up a makeshift structure in
the marketplace 10 days ago to
serve as a kitchen for the wor-
kers. National Market presi-
dent Yasin Shaikh said the as-
sociation has no means to
continue feeding them for
months. “The lockdown has
handicapped us. Our groceri-
es’ stock and money are depl-
eting,” he said. Moreover, it is
a challenge to buy provisions
in bulk during the ongoing lo-
ckdown. “To feed 2,000 work-
ers, we need huge quantities
that can best be brought from
the APMC market in Vashi,
but how do we go without poli-
cemen beating us,” he said.

Since several workers
stay in one room where they
eat and sleep, “even if one of
them gets infected, the infec-
tion will spread easily,” said

Shaikh. The association wa-
nts the government to organi-
ze a special train or bus to
send the workers to UP. 

Social worker Imran Kh-
an said locals donate rice and
dal for the stranded workers.
“The fear right now is starva-
tion more than coronavirus.
Even if these men start wal-
king, it will take them a week
or more to reach home. Given
their poor nutritional status,
they could contract the virus
along the way,” said Khan.

Congress corporator Su-
nil More, who visited the sl-
ums adjoining the market, sa-
id, “I have spoken to a local gu-
rudwara as well as a few buil-
ders to continue providing
meals for these stranded wor-
kers from Uttar Pradesh.” He
also has given a contract to a
private contractor to fumiga-
te the workshops and houses.

But men like Rafiq Shaikh
don’t want to stay on. In times
of Covid-19, they would rat-
her be home than thousands
of kilometres apart from the-
ir families.

2k garment workers plan to
trek 1,400km to UP homes
Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com

Employers’ body provides food to workers but provisions are running out

Navi Mumbai: Following
stoppage of work due to the
Covid-19 lockdown, several
daily wage labourers from
the construction sector hit
the deserted Sion-Panvel
Highway on Friday. Trudging
under a hot sun, they were he-
aded for their villages in Kar-
nataka at least 500km away. 

Walking past the Vashi
toll plaza, 40-year-old Mals-
hetty Chavan told TOI: “We
are a group of over 15 workers
with families. We have been
walking for over five hours
from Bandra in Mumbai,
where we used to work.”

Chavan said, “We have
run out of money. We used to
earn around Rs 250 per head
daily at building construc-
tion sites. Since there will be a
lockdown for three weeks, we
have no option but to walk it
to Karnataka. Otherwise
what will we eat here?”

When told that the police
is not allowing anyone to
cross the state borders due to
the lockdown, another mig-
rant worker said: “There’s no
one here to even give us one
square meal. Our construc-
tion supervisor is also unrea-

chable on his phone. Hence,
we are walking.”

Several women were seen
walking alongside, their hea-
ds covered with towels or sar-
ees to protect themselves fr-
om the sun. All kept looking
around constantly to see if
they could source food or wa-
ter from someone.

City-based activists said it
is likely that more and more
daily wage workers will hit
the highways on foot, if the st-
ate government does not or-
ganize camps to provide them
with essentials during the
lockdown period.

“The government has an-
nounced schemes to give free
food to the poor in the country
during the lockdown. Howe-
ver, most of the food parcels
will be distributed to registe-
red labourers and workers.
The daily wage migrant wor-
kers, who are mostly unregis-
tered and exploited for cheap
labour, will sadly not get any
free food. Hence, there is a gap
between what the govern-
ment thinks and intends to
do, and what really is transpi-
ring on ground zero,” said ci-
ty-based RTI activist Anarjit
Chauhan.

Labourers in city start long
trudge to Karnataka villages 

Labourers on their way to Karnataka from Navi Mumbai on Friday

Vijay.Singh@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Doctors working at
the civic-run Kasturba Hospital
as well as those posted at the Co-
vid-19 testing centres have been
started on hydroxy-chloroqui-
ne, a prophylactic drug found to
be effective against the coronavi-
rus in laboratory studies. Sour-
ces said at least 300 medical per-
sonnel across the city have star-
ted the medication.

Dr Tanu Singhal, an infectio-
us diseases expert, cautioned
the drug was not for everyone as
it could have adverse effects rela-
ted to the heart. “Only those who
have been prescribed should ta-
ke it. It is not for everyone,” she
said. It can be bought only with a
prescription.

A Kasturba Hospital doctor
told TOIthey started the medici-
ne on Wednesday. Doctors pos-
ted in OPD, wards and labs have
been offered the drug recom-
mended by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) for
asymptomatic healthcare wor-
kers treating Covid-19 patients.

State epidemiologist Dr Pra-
deep Awate said the drug is for
post-exposure prophylaxis. “We
are offering it across the state.
Doctors, depending on the level
of their exposure, are taking it.
This is not an anti-viral, though
it has been found to reduce virus
multiplication,” he said. Asym-
ptomatic household contacts of
confirmed cases have also been
started on the medicine.

Dr Mohan Joshi, in charge of
the quarantine facility at Seven-
Hills hospital, complained the dr-
ug had disappeared from the ma-
rket due to hoarding by people. 

Corona docs
started on
drug ICMR

recommends 
Sumitra.DebRoy

@timesgroup.com

Pune: Nearly 19,000 people,
mostly migrants who retur-
ned from Mumbai to villages
in Junnar taluka before the na-
tionwide lockdown was impo-
sed, have been put under home
quarantine as a precautionary
measure in the wake of the Co-
vid-19 outbreak. 

Junnar tehsildar Hanu-
mant Kolekar told TOI that the
administration has formed 40
teams for regular health
checks of these people. Most of
them travelled by public trans-
port and vehicles carrying ve-
getables from Dadar and other
markets in Mumbai.

“The taluka has 184 villa-
ges, besides several hamlets,
spread across the hilly areas.
The sources of livelihood are
inadequate. Most of the people
from Junnar work in big cities
such as Mumbai and Pune.
Our teams are visiting them
daily to take care of their he-
alth,” he said.

At present, over 20,000 are
under home quarantine in ru-
ral Pune, said chief officer Ay-
ush Prasad of the Pune zilla
parishad. “Early detection of
the virus-affected case, if any,
is our first and foremost prio-
rity in the district. We have ac-
cordingly formulated our stra-
tegy. The Kerala government
also managed to control the si-

tuation because of this tactic
in their rural areas,” he said.

“Asha workers were wor-
king in tandem with the pri-
mary health centres across the
district. We have specifically
told them to inform those in
charge of the health centre if
they come across any person
with symptoms such as cough,
cold and fever. Our health cent-
res are equipped with ambu-
lances to shift patients, if nee-
ded,” Prasad said.

In Velhe taluka, all 106 un-
der home quarantine in 74
gram panchayats have tested
negative. The administration
also told those travelling from
the city to villages to quaranti-
ne themselves as a precaution.

Back from Mumbai, 19k under
home quarantine in Junnar

Sandip.Dighe
@timesgroup.com

Thane: A group of 40 daily
wage workers from Sewri who
tried to reach their home-
towns in Uttar Pradesh in a
van ferrying vegetables has
been booked for defying pro-
hibitory orders during the
lockdown period. 

The group wanted to flee
the city amid the coronavirus
scare, but as there are no train
and bus services, they decided
to go by road in a vegetable de-
livery van as they are allowed
to ply in lockdown, said Kopri
police inspector Datta Gawde.
They left from Sewri and ma-
naged to reach Nashik, but a
police team on bandobast du-
ty intercepted them and for-
ced them to return to Mum-
bai. “They were also beaten up
to deter them from travelling
further,” Gawde said. 

The labourers took a U-
turn from Nashik and rea-
ched Thane on Friday mor-
ning, where the Kopri police
intercepted the van at Anand
Nagar checkpost on suspicion
and found them huddled insi-
de. The cops took the labou-
rers to the police station and
booked them under Section
188 of the Indian Penal Code.

40 try to leave
city in veggie
van, booked 

Nishikant.Karlikar
@timesgroup.com
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It was found that despite specific instructions,
people were still moving on the road, and then
the police had to take hard decisions. I am 

staying indoors and will not venture out
Sharad Pawar | NCP PRESIDENT

Mumbai: The upmarket areas
of Bandra and Khar have seen
almost half a dozen Covid-19 po-
sitive cases over the past few da-
ys. Civic officials said the most
recent has been of a 39-year-old
with a travel history to Bangla-
desh. The man returned to In-
dia on February 21. However, he
showed no symptoms till re-
cently and tested positive only
on March 26. He has now been
admitted to Bandra’s Lilavati
Hospital.

Earlier too, the western sub-
urbs have seen positive cases.
Civic officials said in the plush
areas of the suburbs, senior ci-

tizens too have tested positive.
In one of the cases, an 82-ye-

ar-old woman with no travel
history tested positive. Civic of-
ficials said they suspected that
the woman might have contrac-
ted the virus when she travelled
outside the state, to Gujarat.
The octogenarian is currently
under treatment at Kokilaben
Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital
and Medical Research Institute
in Andheri West. Another 82-ye-
ar-old woman, who has tested
positive, is the mother of a gast-
roenterologist and is at Lilavati
Hospital.

Civic officials said they have
also asked the gastroenterolo-
gist to get tested after his mot-

her tested positive. A BMC offi-
cial told TOI, “The doctor said
he has taken all precautions.
But we have still insisted he sho-
uld get himself tested. We su-
spect the patient might have
contracted the virus from her
niece, who had come from Eng-
land a month ago to visit her.
However, both patients in their
eighties are stable and recupe-
rating well so far.” The area also
has a 74-year-old who tested po-
sitive. The septuagenarian had
atravel history to Oman.

After the 39-year-old man
with a travel history to Bangla-
desh tested positive, the BMC
began tracing his contacts; four
members of his family -- his

mother, father, sister and maid --
will also have to get themselves
tested. There was panic among
locals after the patient tested po-
sitive and messages started do-
ing the rounds on local social
media groups about the pati-
ent’s family being in quaranti-
ne, along with the address.

A civic official said there
has also been a case of a 19-year-
old patient from Khar who tes-
ted positive. On Friday, the pati-
ent was shifted to a hospital.
“The patient has returned from
the UK and the symptoms are
mild. However, we are asking
such patients to ensure they get
themselves admitted,” the offi-
cial said. 

BMC keeps vigil as cases in tony
parts of western suburbs go up

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Mumbai:An 85-year-old surge-
on-cum-urologist died of su-
spected coronavirus early on
Friday even as his 50-year-old
cardiac surgeon son, who was
operating on patients till Wed-
nesday, is said to have contrac-
ted the infection. The news of
the death started a scramble to
trace contacts across two of the
city’s major hospitals where the
cardiac surgeon visited to ope-
rate and for his father’s treat-
ment in the last few days. One of
the hospitals shut down the car-
diac catheterisation lab, while
another sealed a part of the bu-
ilding for a disinfection drive. 

Sources said the octogenari-
an’s grandson, who had retur-
ned from the UK about a fort-
night ago after the colleges the-
re shut, has also tested positive.

Maharashtra’s cases went
up to 153 on Friday from 130.
Though that meant 23 new ca-
ses, the state government said
27 fresh cases had been added
but kept the total count at 153.
The discrepancy could possibly

be on account of some of Thurs-
day night’s patients being ad-
ded to Friday’s list, it is said.

According to the state, 15 of
the new cases are contacts of
the Islampur-based Sangli pati-
ents who had a foreign travel
history. The total number of Co-
vid-19-infected people from one
family in Islampur went up to
24, with 12 more members tes-
ting positive on Friday. Four of
Friday’s positive cases, the state
said, are contacts of Thursday’s
Nagpur case, there are 2 cases
each from Mumbai and Thane
and one each from Palghar, Kol-
hapur, Gondia and Pune.A one-
and-a-half-year-old boy from
Vashi has tested positive, sa-
id Dr Balasaheb Sonawa-
ne, NMMC medical
health officer. The
boy is grandson of
the 55-year-old office-
bearer of the religio-
us place in Vashi who
tested positive on Thursday.

Sonawane said, “The todd-
ler’s grandfather was quaranti-
ned at Kasturba as he had come
in contact with a positive Phi-
lippines national who had visi-
ted the religious place with nine
others. The Filipino later suc-
cumbed. After the officer-be-
arer tested positive, his wife,
married son and housemaid
were quarantined. On Thurs-
day his son and housemaid tes-
ted positive; his wife tested ne-
gative but will be quarantined
at Kasturba. The daughter-in-
law with her toddler son has be-
en staying at her maternal ho-
me in Mumbai for over a month
as she is pregnant. Both were
tested. The toddler tested positi-
ve but the woman’s test is nega-
tive. The toddler is quarantined
at Kasturba and his mother at
her maternal home.”

The 85-year-old city doctor
reportedly started experien-
cing breathing difficulty on
Thursday morning following
which he was taken for a CT
scan to Saifee Hospital, Charni
Road. Changes seen in his lungs
raised a red flag. He and his
grandson, who had both taken a

Sumitra DebRoy & 
Malathy Iyer TNN

Pimpri Chinchwad: Ap-
plause rang out on Friday for
the first three Covid-19 pa-
tients from Pimpri Chinch-
wad who left for their homes
after they were discharged
from Yashwantrao Chavan
Memorial Hospital in Pimpri.

Doctors, nurses and staff
cheered as the ambulance fer-
rying them left the hospi-
tal.The three patients are
among a batch of 40 who re-
turned from Dubai around
March 1. Earlier, another cou-
ple was discharged in Pune.
“Their swab reports were neg-
ative enabling discharge,”
Namdev Dhake, BJP leader in
Pimpri Chinchwad said.

Three of
Dubai group
discharged

� 19 discharged so far, P 5 
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Mumbai: State police chief
Subodh Jaiswal ordered all poli-
ce commissioners and district
superintendents on Friday to
restrain their men from using
force on civilians seen on roads
during the lockdown.

He reminded that people
may be out due to an emergency
or to stock up on essential com-
modities. Jaiswal’s order comes
after several disturbing videos
went viral on social media in
which policemen are seen ca-
ning pedestrians and bikers on
the road. Complaints had rea-
ched the CMO that people out to
buy essentials were beaten up
and some essential services we-
re being hampered. 

CM Uddhav Thackeray is
believed to have called up the
DGP and stressed that force sho-

uld not be used. He was unhap-
py with the way the police had
handled the situation on the fir-
st two days of the lockdown, and
on Wednesday, he had asked
cops to be more sympathetic
and give people onthe roads the
benefit of doubt. 

“It is enforcement with a hu-
man touch. I have asked all poli-
ce officials that unnecessary
force should not be used on civi-
lians. Many may be going out to
buy grocery and other essential
commodities. Policemen are do-
ing an extremely commendable
job, appreciated from all sectors
but some of them don’t adhere
to the prohibitory orders and
those will be dealt with accor-
dingly,” Jaiswal told TOI.

Jaiswal said policing during
alockdown is unprecedented. “I
have conveyed the message to
the force to ensure unhindered
movement of essential commo-
dities, particularly medicines.
They should also make way for
doctors, health workers and all
those fighting the coronavirus.”
They have been told not to stop
vehicles carrying essential
commodities to the cities.

Jaiswal has asked all senior
police officials to move in their
respective jurisdictions to co-
unsel and appeal to the public
during the lockdown.

Police chief orders cops not to
use force on civilians on roads

Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com

Scenes like these unfolded across the city and its vicinity on Friday, with the police only too happy to wield
the stick first and ask questions later. Two-wheeler riders and auto drivers faced the brunt of such attacks

Mumbai: Even as the state government
on Friday decided to allow hotels and re-
staurants to restart their kitchens and
home delivery service, hoteliers and res-
taurateurs said they may not be able to as
they have sent their staff on leave till Ma-
rch 31. Indian Hotel and Restaurant Ass-
ociation (AHAR) said it will take a call on
restarting services after the month-end.

The state decided to allow eateries to
reopen as part of its measures to ensure
maximum essential services are made

available to citizens so that they do not
need to step out during the lockdown.

Deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar
was informed of the inconvenience peo-
ple have been facing to source cooked fo-
od during a meeting with officials on Fri-
day. Pawar was told this was one of the
main reasons why people step out. Pa-
war asked hoteliers to provide delivery
services at the gates of housing societi-
es. He also instructed cooks and delivery
personnel to take proper precautions
against Covid-19 and maintain hygiene. 

An official from the deputy chief mi-

Eateries, hotels can restart home delivery but
restaurateurs say staff on leave till March 31
Sujit.Mahamulkar@timesgroup.com nister’s office said Pawar has also in-

structed all local authorities and district
collectors to cooperate in this regard.

However, Shivanand Shetty, presi-
dent of AHAR, said, “ There are other is-
sues involved such as supply of raw ma-
terial and shortage of delivery boys.” 

Pawar also clarified there are no rest-
rictions on the sale of eggs, meat and fru-
its, including “the famous mangoes from
Konkan.”

Meanwhile, Pawar said the govern-
ment letter seeking military assistance
is limited to receiving medical help.

Mumbai: Since the lockdown
was imposed in the state, 178
cases have been registered for
violating the stay-at-home or-
der and 289 persons arrested
between March 20 and 26. They
have been charged under CrPC
section 188 (disobeying order of
a public servant), and the viola-
tors could face up to six months
in jail and a fine.

A police report on Friday
showed 176 were released on bail
surety, 25 were let off after issu-
ing warning notice and 22 shown
as wanted. The maximum viola-
tions were registered in the nort-
hern suburbs (Goregaon to Da-
hisar) with 88 cases between
March 20 and 25, 41 cases in the
western suburbs (Bandra to
Andheri), 25 in south Mumbai

and 12 each in the eastern and
central suburbs. The maximum
number was those running their
shops (non-essential), followed
by hawkers and hotels, said
Mumbai police spokesperson
DCP Pranaya Ashok.

289 booked in seven days
for violating lockdown 

Pune: The police on Friday de-
cided to conduct an inquiry into
allegations levelled by an ambu-
lance driver about a police as-
sault at the Urse toll post that led
to his father’s death.

There is no FIR but the inqu-
iry would be conducted based
on a video showing the driver,
Nilesh Shinde, narrating the al-
leged police excesses and the
fact that a case of accidental de-
ath was lodged by the police in

Shikrapur, rural Pune. In the
clip, Shinde said he and his fat-
her were ferrying a patient and
his kin from Mumbai to Ahmed-
nagar when the police hit his fat-
her, Naresh (49), with a stick.

“We shall inquire into the al-
legations,” Pimpri-Chinchwad
AddlCP Ramnath Pokale said.

Shinde said the police stop-
ped his vehicle at Urse around
12.30 pm on the suspicion that he
was ferrying passengers. Shin-
de said he and his father, who
was sitting next to him, tried to

reason with the police, but to no
avail. Shinde said a policeman
abused him, while another ca-
me from the rear and hit his fat-
her. He said the police asked for
Rs 5,000 but later allowed them
to go after taking Rs 3,000.

“After driving about 15 km
from Urse, my father fell un-
conscious. I took him to few ho-
spitals nearby. But no one admit-
ted him. At last a private hospi-
tal in Shikrapur allowed us in.
But doctors declared my father
dead on arrival,” Shinde said. 

Pune police hit father with stick and
caused his death: Ambulance driver 

Mumbai: The supply of ve-
getables and other essentials
to the city improved margi-
nally on Friday, thanks to the
distribution of the Essential
Services Pass to delivery-
men, shop workers and trans-
porters. The pilot exercise
has worked in certain loca-
tions like APMC Vashi and
Andheri East.

Meanwhile, chief minist-
er Uddhav Thackeray said
the state had taken a “coura-
geous decision” to allow es-
sential shops to be open 24 ho-
urs in the time of the lock-
down. “There is no reason for
the public to crowd shops and
markets. Essential supplies
will be smooth now,” he said.

Indeed, the movement of
vehicles carrying vegetables,
fruit and foodgrains to and
from APMC Vashi smoothe-
ned after the RTO and APMC
administration issued passes
and vehicle stickers to trans-
porters. In all 765 trucks loa-
ded with onion-potato, veget-
ables, fruit, grains and spices
arrived in the five market ya-
rds. “The market is limping
back to normal. Supplies will
increase on Saturday,” said
APMC deputy secretary Kri-
shnakant Pawar. The relief
percolated to markets in Mu-
mbai. More varieties of ve-
getables were available and
prices cooled by Rs 20 per kg.

The pass also helped small
retail outlets and vendors
who could ply their trade wit-
hout facing police ire. Virut-
heeswaran Nadar, who runs

Egg Centre at Sion-Koliwada
locality in GTB Nagar, app-
lauded new passes. 

E-commerce companies
are facing jurisdictional issu-
es in Mumbai as all their wa-
rehouses are in Bhiwandi.
So, these companies have to
deal with both Mumbai and
Thane authorities to get cla-
rity on passes for delivery.

Meanwhile, despite the
state's attempt, no shops were
open 24/7. Medical stores wo-
rked to schedule, and shops in
Borivli shut at the usual hour.

In coming days, though,
milk supplies from Kolhapur
and Pune may become erratic
as labour, fodder and trans-
portation have trickled to a
minimum. Buffalo shed ow-

ners in Mumbai say they are
not getting fodder.

LPG outlets in Thane and
one along Ambekar Marg, Pa-
rel, saw long lines as delivery-
men were scarce. Elsewhere
in Mumbai, gas deliverymen
were seen on their tricycles.
A Bandra man got his refill in
12 hours of booking. Officials
of BPCL and HPCL said there
was no shortage of cylinders.
Both issued directives to dea-
lers to look into grievances.

In Tardeo, vegetable ven-
dors visited large societies.
Vasai-Virar civic body has sa-
id at ration shops, yellow card
holders will get 12kg rice at Rs
3 a kg, 10 kg wheat at Rs 2 a kg
and 14 kg sugar at Rs 20 a kg.
(With Madhav Chanchani)

Essential services pass clears way
for supplies, but no shop open 24/7

A biker on way to a grocer wears a placard to ensure police don’t beat him 

V Narayan & B B Nayak TNN

Mumbai: Your electricity
bill will be computed on an
“average basis” from this
month end if no automated
meter reading system is avai-
lable in your area. This is due
to unavailability of meter re-
aders in view of the coronavi-
rus threat. This was part of a
significant order issued on
Friday by Maharashtra Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (MERC), which directed
power firms in the state to en-
sure “continuity of supply”.

The MERC has also made
it mandatory for power firms
to attend to all complaints
from consumers for power
restoration and safety. This
will come as a major relief to
thousands of consumers, spe-
cially office-goers, who are
working from home. The re-
gulator, however, allowed su-
spension of other non-essen-
tial services, which include
meter reading and offline bill
collection.

The order is applicable to
BEST undertaking, Tata Po-
wer, Adani Electricity and
MSEDCL that collectively
supply power to more than

three crore consumers across
Maharashtra. The data of
how many consumers have
automated meter reading sy-
stem was not available.

The order, a copy of which
is with TOI, also stated: “In
absence of meter reading, the
consumers shall be intimated
through digital channels
such as email, SMS, mobile
app about their estimated bill
computed on average basis as
per supply code regulations.
For bill payment, the distri-
bution licensees, such as
BEST, Tata Power, Adani
Electricity and MSEDCL,
shall facilitate and update al-
ternative payment modes like
digital payment.”

The MERC has also asked
the power firms to make con-
sumers aware of all the new
measures in view of the Co-
vid-19 scare and communica-
te through social media, elec-
tronic media and print media
for wider publicity.

An official from a call
centre, which caters to one of
the power utilities, told TOI
that their executives have be-
en working round-the-clock
to attend to consumers’ needs
and grievances. 

No meter reading, so
give avg power bills,
fix glitches: MERC

Somit.Sen@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: State health minister
Rajesh Tope on Friday said the
government is considering pro-
viding insurance cover and mo-
netary aid to medical staffers
treating Covid-19 patients. He ad-
ded that the government will “fo-
rever be indebted to these doc-
tors, nurses, hospital staff and
police personnel”. 

Appealing to private doctors
to resume practice, he said:
“OPD, emergency medical ser-
vices have been stopped... This is
not right. Where will people go
for deliveries or if someone suf-
fers a heart attack?” 

Meanwhile, CM Uddhav
Thackeray rejected requests
from the chief ministers of ne-
ighbouring states to arrange for
special transport for migrant
workers stuck in Maharashtra.
“There is no need for anyone to
go anywhere...We will be taking
care of them. This is the culture
of Maharashtra,” said Thacke-
ray and asked the local district
administration to look into their
arrangements. A senior official
said: “These migrant workers
can either take ration from the
PDS or if they do not have the fa-
cility to cook, NGOs will arran-
ge food for them. They will be ho-
used in civic schools, colleges
and wedding halls that are va-
cant.”—Bhavika Jain

State plans
insurance
cover for 

med staffers
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Event manager Navin Kalani
(40) of Ulhasnagar has got a

bruised back after cops hit him
when he was taking his sick pet
to a vet’s clinic in Ambernath,
reports Vijay Singh.

“My pet Lhasa was very sick
due to tick fever on Tuesday, and
Iwas taking it to the clinic on Dr
Meghna Watke in Ambernath
(east). At Jhanda Chowk, a
policeman rudely asked me
where I was going. When I told
him the situation, he shouted
‘Idhar aadmi mar raha hai, aur
tumko kutte ki padi hai (Here
people are dying, and you are
worried about your dog)!’ He hit
me hard with a lathi on my lower
back,” said Kalani (pic right).

He didn’t report the matter,
but Watke spoke to senior police
officials. “I have requested cops
not to hit people as I am getting
several cases in my clinic. The
police are not hitting now, and it
is unfortunate what happened
to Kalani,” said Watke.

Man rushing to vet
with sick pet dog
caned by a cop 

In a bid to to curb
overcrowding, Mumbai

police along with the BMC has
decided to partially shut the
Dadar vegetable wholesale
market on Senapati Bapat
Marg. Instead, wholesale
vendors entering the city will
be stopped at various
locations in eastern and
western suburbs and retailers
will be asked to pick up what
require from them. The initiat-
ive is most likely to take off on
March 29. Kiran Dighavkar,
assistant municipal commiss-
ioner of G-North Ward, said,
“We tried markings to ensure
social distancing from vendors
but thousands land up.” TNN

Dadar wholesale
vegetable market 
to be partly shut

The BMC asked food delivery
apps such as Zomato and

Swiggy on Friday to tie up with
local grocery stores and
deliver items that Mumbaikars
may require in wake of the
lockdown. Civic officials said
the idea is to ensure that
people do not step out.
Besides, online grocery stores
would be provided with
essential services cards from
police authorities so they face
no hassles during delivery. The
BMC also plans to develop a
software to ascertain the rat-
ion demand for every area. TNN

BMC asks food apps
to deliver groceries

�Guj cops hit Thane man, P 5

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Pics: SL Shanth Kumar, Sanjay Hadkar, KK Choudhary, Anil Shinde
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As the world comes together to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, social media and other platforms are
filled with unvalidated information, causing panic and confusion . At such a time, it is imperative
that you rely only on a reliable, trusted and credible source of information like The Times of India..................................................................................................................
TO SUPPORT YOU THROUGH THIS, HERE ARE THE STEPS WE'VE TAKEN TO
ENSURE THAT YOU CAN SAFELY CONTINUE READING TOI AT HOME:

Our production process is fully automated. Feeding the paper into machines, printing, even folding and
O o bundling are all done mechanically and human hands do not come into contact with the newspaper.
o 0

0 0

The oils and inks used for printing contain chemicals that make it difficult for microbes to survive.

O The newspaper bundles are loaded onto trucks by handlers wearing gloves and face masks,
and the trucks are fumigated before they leave the press.

o VAll our vendors and delivery personnel are taking the required precautions to make sure
T01 reaches you free from contamination.

In addition, it is important to note that neither the W.H.O. nor the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare have called for the restriction of newspaper
distribution. Instead, they have been categorised as Essential Goods. And this
is supported by leading doctors and virologists around the globe.
Your safety and well-being is our foremost priority, and we hope to continue
delivering information that you can trust, in these trying times.
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Mumbai: At a time when so-
me are stockpiling and hoar-
ding essential items, there
are others who are sharing
what they have with strang-
ers. Noorul Khan, a small-ti-
me caterer from Kurla, and
his friends have been serving
food to nearly 200 homeless
and stranded people since the
lockdown to check the spread
of coronavirus was announ-
ced on Tuesday.

Khan says his catering bu-
siness is at a standstill but the
losses are not keeping him
from helping the needy. He is
using the rice and foodgrains
that he has in stock to make
food packets for the needy.

“Since the announcement
of the lockdown, I have been
cooking close to 10 kg of rice
everyday to make veg pulao
and distributing it with the
help of friends,” says Khan. 

He says he had only a few
packets left at the end of the
first day. He says he realised
there were several stranded

or homeless people who usu-
ally rely on restaurants or
temples for food and who have
been sleeping hungry since
the lockdown. 

“Then we started cooking
more,” says Khan. “Some fri-

ends donated money, which is
being used to buy biscuits,
water bottles and bananas for
those on the streets.”

He says he does not fear
catching the infection while
on the streets. “Humanity is
the answer to all problems,”
says Khan. 

He says the police did ini-
tially ask him where he was
going and even told him to

turn back home. “But when I
told them we were going out
to give food to people, they we-
re very co-operative,” says
Khan, who goes around on his
white two-wheeler. 

Khan says people from all
strata are left in the lurch.
“You will be surprised to
know that many of the people
who are stranded are educa-
ted and from good families,
just that they have nowhere to
go and so they are sleeping on
the streets,” says he.

Dinesh Krishna from Kar-
nataka was in the city for a job
interview when trains were
suspended. He is stuck at LTT.

“We have been eating the
food that Khan gives,” says
Krishna. “We had only heard
that no one sleeps hungry in
Mumbai. Now we have first-
hand experience.”

Irfan Shaikh, Khan's fri-
end, says he has limited reso-
urces but gives what he can. “I
had two LPG cylinders at ho-
me and as my family is away
and we are not using the gas a
lot, I gave my one unused cy-
linder to Khan,” says Shaikh.

Catering to hunger as lockdown
hits the homeless and stranded 

Noorul Khan (green shirt) and his friends feed nearly 200 people daily

Bhavika.Jain1
@timesgroup.com

#LOCKDOWN
HEROES

Mumbai/Kalyan: Rajesh
Mhatre, a resident of Kalam-
boli and a regular jogger, says
Kasardi river, into which tre-
ated effluents from neighbou-
ring Taloja industrial area
are released, has been smel-
ling less for a couple of days,
making his morning consti-
tutional more pleasant.
Birds, which preferred to
flock near the creek, are fly-
ing towards the river as its
water has been cleaned of its
greasy turbidity in most
stretches, he said.

Life is also bouncing back
in otherwise polluted patches
and near the mouths of ri-
vers, rivulets and nullahs in
the metropolitan region, as
industrial effluent and other
waste that flows into them da-
ily, has reduced in volume by
50%, confirm senior Maha-
rashtra Pollution Control Bo-
ard (MPCB) officials. 

With the rivers springing
back to life, birds are flocking
in larger numbers and minus
the noise from traffic, their
chirping is audible. Officials
said these areas are experien-
cing a return to nature.

They said around 60% of
the industrial units in the re-
gion are closed; only pharma,
petrochemical units and dis-
tilleries producing sanitizers
are working inside industrial
estates amid the shutdown.

Taloja creek, Navapur cre-
ek in Tarapur and patches of
the Waldhuni near Ulhas cre-
ek are the stretches where the
river has rejuvenated. The
fish may take a little longer to
replenish in these otherwise
polluted zones.

Nullahs which get indust-
rial effluents from MIDC are-
as in Kalyan, Ambernath and
Badlapur flush it into Wald-
huni and Ulhas rivers, ulti-
mately flowing into the sea
via Kalyan-Vasai creek. Lo-

cals residing next to both ri-
vers said pollution has redu-
ced. Some said Ulhas river
was clearer than Waldhuni ri-
ver. They said though most in-
dustries are shut due to the
nationwide lockdown, untre-
ated sewage from nullahs flo-
wing through Kalyan, Ulhas-

nagar and Ambernath is still
released into the Waldhuni ri-
ver.

Uma Yadav, a resident of
Om Tower in Waldhuni area
in Kalyan, whose building is
next to the river, said, “The ri-
ver’s water is clearer, but not
much.”

Lockdown breathes life into
polluted creeks and rivers

Chittaranjan Tembhekar &
Pradeep Gupta TNN

Mumbai: Until a fortnight
back, BMC’s capacity-building
and research centre located in
Powai seemed like an aban-
doned structure. But it has now
transformed into a sanitized-
looking 100-bed isolation facili-
ty, complete with pink-and-blue
curtains and expensive-looking
fittings in the toilets or bath-
rooms.

What brought about the
sparkling change? A body of re-
al estate developers, MCHI-
CREDAI, carried out the make-
over after receiving a request
from BMC amidst the growing
Covid-19 cases. Not only MCHI-
CREDAI, but also several big
corporates are hand-holding
the civic administration in the
fight against the novel coronavi-
rus, which has claimed six lives
so far in Mumbai.

A senior BMC official said
the corporation has got funding
– or the promise of it – for Co-
vid-19-related work ranging
from hiring taxis to funding for
face masks to diagnostic test
kits.

One reason for this corpo-
rate goodwill could be a circular
issued by the ministry of corpo-
rate affairs on March 22 that
“funds spent on measures to
tackle the Covid-19 outbreak
will be counted towards the cor-
porate social responsibility
(CSR) activity of companies”.

Even WHO has taken the
CSR route for generating sup-
port: over 200,000 individuals
and organisations contributed
roughly $95 million to the #CO-
VID19 Solidarity Response
Fund in two weeks.

While municipal commis-
sioner Praveen Pardeshi re-
fused to comment on the extent
of corporate funding flowing in,
it is learnt that Tata Sons is help-

ing with procurement of over 60
ventilators and providing fi-
nancial aid. RPG Foundation is
providing them with 2.4 lakh ni-
trile gloves and medical kits.
“Corporates have a lot of good-
will in the market and among
vendors already,” said a civic of-
ficial. “For instance, Tatas oper-
ate a hospital in Jamshedpur
and know how and where to pro-
cure ventilators from,” said the

official. Taj Sats is also provid-
ing 5,000 food packets to BMC
hospital staff.

Godrej Industries has of-
fered to supply the BMC with
4,000-plus three-ply facemask
and gloves, while Amit Chan-
dra Foundation has provided
1,000 N95 masks and 1,000 Ga-
mex gloves. Sir H.N. Reliance
Foundation Hospital in collabo-
ration with BMC has set up a Co-

vid-19 facility at Seven Hills Hos-
pital in Marol.

MCHI-CREDAI president
Nayan Shah told TOI, “For get-
ting the isolation centre ready
at Powai, we provided 250 beds.
We pooled around Rs 1.25 crore.”

BMC is stocking up supplies
it receives from corporates at
the Andheri Sports Complex.
Materials will be dispatched
from there to all civic hospitals.

Firms loosen purse strings
to help BMC in corona war

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Tata Motors, Maruti 
Suzuki also exploring 

possibilities to make ventilators 

 Digital payment platform Paytm
has committed Rs 5cr for Indian 
innovators to develop Covid-19 
medical solutions

 Chinese tech products 
company Xiaomi India has 
imported lakhs of N95 
masks and Hazmat suits to 
donate to police and 
govt hosps 

Mahindra & Mahindra is 
developing an automated 
bag valve mask ventilator 
(commonly known as 
Ambu bag) prototype. Once 
proven, this design will be 
made available to all for 
manufacturing. Also plans 
to develop ICU ventilator 
priced below `7,500, 
which otherwise 
costs `5-7L 

As Mumbai stares 
at a shortage of 

critical medical devices, 
companies are stepping 
in to produce or donate 
N95 masks and ventilators, 
among other products

OYO is offering its network 
of hotels as quarantine centres 
to people 

Reckitt Benckiser is donating 
1cr Dettol soaps to the 
unprivileged, and 10L litres 
of disinfectant products to 
health & sanitation workers 

Parle Biscuits to donate 
1cr Parle-G packets

Reliance Industries 
is producing 1L 

medical-grade masks 

Diageo India is donating 
5L litres of extra neutral 

alcohol to sanitizer industry

 Pharma company Jubilant Life 
Sciences has developed its own 

hand sanitizer, and will supply it for 
free to healthcare workers 

HOW CORPORATES ARE PITCHING IN
Text: Reeba Zachariah. Illustration: Mahesh Benkar

Mumbai: Around 70 seafearers
from India are stranded in vario-
us ports of Iran with no proper
food supply or health setup, as lo-
cal authorities have allegedly
turned their back on them. The
seafarers reached out to the Indi-
an embassy via email but have
not received a response.

One of them, a Thane resi-
dent, told TOI over WhatsApp,
“Seafarers are stuck in Karun,
Bushehr port, Bandar Abbas
and Kish Island. We have been gi-
ven masks but no food.” Another
said, “We don’t have any type of
medicines or safety equipment
to protect us from the virus.”

The seafarers’ Indian agents
are not responding. The ship-
ping ministry said seafarers
stuck in different countries
must wait till the lockdown ends
in India. irector General (DG) of
Shipping sought details of seafa-
rers stuck at different ports from
their shipping agencies. Offici-
als said different countries had
different rules in place due to the
outbreak, and the process of
bringing the seafarers back wo-
uld be worked out with the exter-
nal affairs ministry after the
lockdown ends. The DG asked
the seafarers to not sign off from
their ships, and extended their
sailing certificates. — Manthan
KMehta & V Narayan

70 seafarers
stuck in Iran

ports without
food, meds

Navi Mumbai: Not a single
MBBS doctor applied for the Co-
vid-19 contractual jobs posted by
the Panvel City civic body. On
Thursday, 36 BHMS and BAMS
doctors applied. All of them are
freshers. They will be trained be-
fore being deputed on the field
for six months. The tenure can
be extended if needed. PCMC on
Monday had invited applica-
tions from registered doctors
and nurses.— Umesh K Parida

Panvel docs
ignore job call

Mumbai: Maharashtra gov-
ernment, which has decided
to release about 11,000 prison-
ers on temporary bail, will not
release foreigners currently
and those with residences out-
side the state.

In a bid to decongest jails
across the State, the govern-
ment has decided to release on
temporary bail, initially for 45
days or till the lockdown is lift-
ed, undertrial prisoners who
face maximum seven years’
imprisonment and those con-
victed for up to seven years on
emergency parole.

A committee headed by
Justice Amjad Sayed of Bom-
bay high court advised the re-
lease to be "expeditious, with-
in a week of application being
filed." But it said release is not
to be ‘en masse’. Relevant fac-
tors like nature of crime, like-
lihood of repeating offence
when out, will have to be fac-
tored in. Persons accused of or
convicted for serious econom-
ic offences, bank scams and of-
fences under Special Acts will
remain inside, said the com-
mittee. If the lockdown is ex-
tended, the release will be ex-
tended by 30 days each time.

No temp bail
for foreigners
in state jails

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Responding to a clutch of
fatwas and police notices
and urged by clerics, Mus-

lims across India stayed away
from mosques on Friday, per-
haps an unprecedented event in
living history. Groups limited to
five, including imams, muez-
zins and workers called kha-
dims, offered Juma prayers at
mosques across the country
while the masses stayed home
and offered the zuhar prayer.
From the 17th century Jama Ju-
ma in Delhi to the historic Mec-
ca Masjid in Hyderabad and
Eidgah in Lucknow, all wore a
deserted look as lay worship-

pers preferred to offer zuhar
prayers indoors due to fears of a
pandemic instead of assemb-
ling for Juma prayers.

Alarmed by last Friday’s
prayer congregations, the com-
munity’s religious leadership
had launched a campaign to su-
spend the practice. Taking the
lead, the All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB) an-
nounced on Twitter: “Due to
Novel Coronavirus pandemic,
Muslims are recommended to
offer Zuhur at home instead of
praying Jumah at mosques.
Don’t come out for congregatio-
nal prayers and stay at home
(and) save lives. It is mandatory
upon all to avoid causing harm

to their fellow citizens."
Imams too pitched in with

appeals "We had announced
earlier that we will keep the ga-
tes of the mosque shut and that
since there are restrictions aga-
inst mass gatherings, people
should stay home and pray," sa-
id Imam Bukhari, Shahi Imam
of Jama Masjid in Delhi.

In Mumbai, general secreta-
ry of the All India Ulema Coun-
cil, Maulana Mahmood Darya-
badi, sought fatwas from promi-
nent Muftis, including chief
Mufti of Maharashtra, Azizur
Rahman Fatehpuri, to allow
Muslims to call off Friday pray-
ers due to the spread of Co-
vid-19. In Kerala, where for the

ry important in Islam. At the
same time, exceptions are allo-
wed in unavoidable situations.”

Mumbai’s Jama Masjid ne-
ar Crawford Market roped in
Mufti Abdul Ahad to make an
appeal against visits on Friday.
But at the Jama Masjid in Ma-
him, police had to act tough to
dissuade a group of 10-15 from
entering for Friday prayers.
“Once the cops intervened, the-
se people retreated and just five
people offered namaz at the
mosque, which is otherwise fil-
led to capacity on normal Frida-
ys,” said trustee Fahad Pathan. 

Similar scenes were repor-
ted from Uttar Pradesh where
places of worship wore a deser-

ted look. At Lucknow’s Nadwa
Mosque, Eidgah Jama Masjid
and Teele Wali Masjid just a
handful offered prayers. "Today
only those who look after certa-
in arrangements of these mos-
ques offered prayers while the
general public offered namaz at
home," said Imam of Eidgah
Masjid, Maulana Khalid Rashe-
ed Firangi Maheli. In Varanasi,
Kanpur and Allahabad, notices
were pasted outside mosques
informing the public that only
three people would be allowed
in to offer prayers.

Mosques across Hyderabad
too wore a deserted look after
Telangana State Wakf Board,
prominent clerics and semina-

ries, urged residents to offer
prayers at home. All India Maj-
lis Ittehadul Muslimeen chief
and Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi put out a similar messa-
ge. The historic Mecca Masjid
had barely 15 people inside.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
while district magistrates had
ordered closures of all shrines
in their areas, imams of local
mosques also communicated
the message through loudspea-
kers, asking worshippers to
stay indoors and avoid assemb-
ling for namaz. Major shrines
and mosques in the Valley, in-
cluding Hazratbal, Naqshband
shrine, Dastgeer Sahib shrine
and local mosques, were closed.

kadavu said, “Islamic laws are
flexible and practical. Five ti-
mes prayers and mass prayers
on Fridays are undoubtedly ve-

first time all the mosques closed
its doors to believers, Sunni Yu-
vajana Sangham (SYS) leader
Abdul Hameed Faizy Ambalak-

Worshippers offer Friday prayers at home, mosques empty

Masses stayed home and offered zuhar prayers

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: The Sai Shirdi
Sansthan has announced a do-
nation of Rs 51 crore, while
Siddhivinayak Trust has an-
nounced Rs 5 crore for comba-
ting coronavirus. Bharat Rat-
na and cricketer Sachin Ten-
dulkar announced Rs 25 lakh
each to the chief minister’s re-
lief fund and Prime Mini-
ster’s relief fund. TNN

Shirdi trust to
donate ̀̀ 51cr

WALDHUNI BEFORE & AFTER SHUTDOWN

With the Covid-19 lockdown in the city, Mumbai’s air quality
index (AQI) continued to remain satisfactory on Friday.

System of Air Quality Weather Forecasting and Research (SAFAR)
said the city’s overall AQI recorded was 76. An AQI of 51-100 does
no harm to one’s health. Delhi’s AQI of 58 was better than
Mumbai’s. Andheri had the cleanest air and the most polluted air
was Chembur. The city’s AQI may be moderate (101-200) on
Saturday. TNN

City AQI still in ‘satisfactory’ category

Mumbai: The 1,235 Kendriya
Vidyalayas across the nation
have been asked to permit the
use of their classrooms to
house suspected Covid-19 pa-
tients. The central govern-
ment schools that run four di-
visions across every class
from Classes 1-10 and three di-
visions for high school, on an
average have 46 classrooms in
each school.

Put together, the KVs hold
a large pool of infrastructure
of about 50,000 classrooms. In
Mumbai, there are eight KVs
and the state is home to 35
such schools. 

While Delhi has 55 KVs,
Uttar Pradesh has the maxi-
mum of about 140, as a region,
Jaipur has the maximum of
60 KVs.

“Keeping in view the
alarming situation created

by Covid-19 in the country, it
has been decided that on a for-
mal request from any defence
authority or district adminis-
tration, the schools shall al-
low the use of classrooms in
KV school buildings for tem-
porary housing of suspected
Covid-19 cases,” said a KVS
order.

Requests have come in
from several states to allow
use of the classrooms as isola-
tion facility. “We don’t want to
waste time in all the paper
work to give permission,
hence it has been given in ad-
vance,” said a Kendriya Vi-
dyalaya official. 

“The schools, which allow
setting up of isolation facili-
ties, will have to communi-
cate the same to Kendriya Vi-
dyalaya authorities the same
day,” the official added.t NN

KV school classrooms
may house patients

Thane: Forty labourers, in-
cluding women, employed for
a railway project in Thane,
were rescued by police on
Thursday after they found
them lying hungry in their
temporary huts along tracks
for two days.

Thane Nagar police said
the workers were deployed for
the fifth and sixth railway line
work near Thane by a contrac-
tor, who allegedly went mis-
sing since Wednesday witho-
ut making provisions for food
or money for them. The wor-
kers stayed in makeshift huts
constructed along tracks the
police were shocked to see wo-
men and children without
proper food and water. TNN

Police rescue 
40 labourers

Mumbai: A family of three from Bandra has
cut down to two meals to extend groceries and
eat healthy during a time of less movement,
while a Goregaon couple is making use of ve-
getables first and preserving legumes for
when fresh vegetables will be difficult to ac-
cess. As city residents grapple with the reality
of a three-week lockdown, they devised means
to ensure stocks last and trips to fetch essenti-
als are kept to the minimum. 

Shruti Khanolkar, who lives with her hus-
band in Goregaon, plans meals to ensure they
can sustain what is in their
pantry for longer. “We have
enough staples like aata, rice
and dal. They will be the ma-
in dish as opposed to fresh
vegetables. Using sprouts as
salad, instead of a cooked
dish, will help rationing not
only supplies but vessels
which we are washing on our
own. We are also focusing on
eating perishables first and
finding ways to incorporate
vegetables in doughs which
could last longer. We don’t
use a microwave, we ensure
we save leftovers in vessels
that they can be reheated in,” she said.

Illustrating how minor tweaks can make
supplies last longer, she added, “Chapati and
egg bhurji takes four-five eggs per meal. But
now it’s varan bhath, and one egg each brings
it down to two eggs.” 

Habit coach Ashdin Doctor, who lives with
his parents, said the family has cut down to
two meals a day, bought staples that can be
used in multiple ways, replaced those that re-
quire refrigeration with alternatives and used
vegetable scraps to whip up a delicious soup.
“We have one meal at 2pm and our second at
7pm. We did this as we were eating too much as

we were at home. This was unhealthy and to
keep immunity up one should not be eating so
much,” he said. 

For domestic help Pavana S, an advanced
salary ensured she stocked staples for the
month. “We have shops near our house so I buy
vegetables and meat in the afternoon when
they are few people. We always eat two meals,
so it will help us through this phase,” she said. 

Photographer Sukrit Nagaraj, who lives
alone, has also reduced meals. “I have cut
down my intake of four-five meals to just two. I
am making sure the meals are protein-rich
and have enough carbs to keep me packed.

Apart from noodles, there is
no ready-to-eat, comfort fo-
od.” He added that he has
half a dozen eggs, three
packets of noodles, three kgs
atta, a kg each of three dals, a
litre of cooking oil and nuts.
“If I ration it sensibly, it sho-
uld last for a month easily,”
he added. 

For a Malad mother of
three teenage daughters, the
first step was to change their
habit of gorging on snacks.
“Belonging to a traditional
South Indian household, ri-
ce, coconut, non-veg food

items are a must, but in times of crises, we are
cutting down. Since, vegetables are available,
we are making vegetable-based food, instead
of using pulses, which can be used in case of a
shortage of vegetables. We eat limited por-
tions and are content with what we get,” she
said. 

A Chembur teacher found that the key was
making a plan for the week and limiting hard-
to-find items, such as eggs and meat. “We will
see how it goes, and how long we can survive
without leaving the house for groceries. We
will review our plan over the weekend,” the
mother said.

Families cut down on meals
to save till lockdown ends

A soup made from veggie scraps by
Ashdin Doctor

Teacher Plans For Week, Limits Scarce Items
Rebecca Samervel & Vinamrata Borwankar TNN

Navi Mumbai: A day after a
65-year-old Govandi woman
succumbed to coronavirus in-
fection, the Navi Mumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation blamed
two hospitals for not following
the protocol while referring
her to other hospitals. 

In fact, the municipal com-
missioner had even served a
show-cause notice to Dr D Y
Patil Hospital on Thursday.
But the two hospitals—Dr DY
Patil Hospital in Nerul and
Tandon Hospital in Chembur-
—clarified that they had follo-
wed due procedure.

The woman was initially
admitted to Tandon Hospital,
then shifted to Dr DY Patil Ho-
spital, which, in turn, refer-
red her to NMMC Hospital in
Vashi, where she died four ho-
urs after being admitted. 
—George Mendonca 

Govandi death: 2
hosps blamed for
protocol lapses
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Kolhapur: The total number
of Covid-19 infected people
from a single family in Islam-
pur, near Sangli, went up to 24
with another 12 members tes-
ting positive on Friday. The
tally includes 23 members of
the family living in Islampur
and a female relative from
Kolhapur who had come visi-
ting to their place.

Four members of the fa-
mily who had returned from
Saudi Arabia on March 14
first tested positive for the
contagion on March 23. Two
days later, another five family
members tested positive. On
Thursday, three more positi-
ve cases were reported from
the family.

Sangli district collector
Abhijeet Chaudhary told TOI
that medical squads on
Thursday had collected the
throat swab samples of 25 fa-
mily members who are under
institutional quarantine in
Islampur. Twelve of these
samples tested positive.

“The positive patients
will be transferred to Miraj

Civil Hospital, where the ear-
lier 12 cases are being trea-
ted,” he said.

Chaudhary assured citi-
zens that the district admini-
stration is on high alert and
that citizens should not panic
and comply with the safety
guidelines that had been gi-
ven to them.

“Four members of a fami-
ly, originally from Islampur,
returned from Saudi Arabia

and landed on March 14. On
landing at Mumbai airport,
they were neither given
stamps for home-quarantine,
nor was the information pas-
sed on to Sangli district admi-
nistration,” said Chaudhary.

He added, “Had authoriti-
es been informed, we could
have stopped the infection
from spreading by issuing the
necessary guidelines to the
family.” 

With 12 more testing +ve,
Sangli family tally now 24

Piyush.Bhusari
@timesgroup.com
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Mumbai: Over the last three
days, since the nationwide
Covid-19 lockdown came into
force, trees are being relent-
lessly cut down in Sanjay Ga-
ndhi National Park. In anot-
her instance of illegal entry
into the park, early this week,
a man with a weapon was
caught along the Shilonda
trail close to Kanheri Caves. 

On Friday, a complaint
was posted on the SGNP Face-
book page about trees being
axed in the Saibangoda area,
surrounding Vihar lake,
along with pictures. Natura-
list Shardul Bajikar, who ma-
nages the page for SGNP, for-
warded the complaint to A
Anwar, chief conservator of
forests who has acknowled-
ged it. Anwar, however, did
not respond to phone calls
and text messages from TOI.

Bajikar said the area is
close to the Filterpada slums
and a few days ago a forest gu-
ard was beaten up by uniden-
tified persons in the same
area. On Monday night, five
forest guards were attacked
by Saibangoda villagers
when the team questioned

them. Two of the forest gu-
ards were held hostage, and
the other three managed to
rush back to inform senior fo-
rest officials, who along with
the police, rescued the gu-
ards. One of the guards was
admitted to Balasaheb
Thackeray trauma care cent-
re with injuries.

Aarey Conservation gro-
up members took to Twitter
to complain about the hack-
ing of several 50-year-old tre-
es, the wood being stacked ne-

atly to be taken away and the
ground being burned during
the lockdown period. The na-
tional park is closed to visi-
tors, including morning wal-
kers, till April 14. SGNP sour-
ces said they have sought poli-
ce protection to cordon off
the area. “Under the present
circumstances, the police are
not able to help. The manner
in which the trees have been
cut and the ground burnt, it’s
as if the area is being cleared
for farming,” said a source. 

Several trees axed in nat’l
park in 3 days of lockdown 

Clara.Lewis@timesgroup.com

Hacked trees and the ground cleared in SGNP’s Saibangoda area 

Mumbai: The nearly 2,000
BEST buses lying idle in depots
during the lockdown can be used
as mobile medical units and to
supply essential items, Aamchi
Mumbai, Aamchi BEST, an
NGO involving citizens’ groups,
petitioned BEST committee cha-
irman Anil Patankar on Friday.
At present, 1,500-1,600 buses are n
the road only to to ferry those en-
gaged in essential duties.

“The buses in depots can do-
uble up as mobile medical units
with a doctor and medicine
stock,” said Vidyadhar Date of
the NGO . “They can also be used
to supply essential items to ra-
tion shops and provision stores.”
He also suggested that buses co-
uld be used to hold food aid pro-
grammes on open grounds or de-
pots, and a few could be re-routed
to ferry citizens from bus stops to
hospitals. “A BEST helpline/
SMS service can be set up for
this,” he said. NGO member
Hussain Indorewala demanded
that all staffers be provided with
protective gear and given check-
ups, and buses be sprayed with
disinfectants. But a BEST offici-
al said though the suggestions
are good, they have been instruc-
ted to only ferry those engaged in
essential services. —Somit Sen

Use BEST buses
as mobile med
units & to ferry
essentials: NGO 

Mumbai: All Shiv Sena MPs,
MLAs, MLCs and Rajya Sabha
MPs, decided to donate one
month’s honorarium to the
CM’s relief fund to help fight the
Covid-19 crisis. Sena leader Sub-
hash Desai asked all party MPs
and MLAs to submit a cheque
with Sunil Prabhu, the party
chief whip in the state assembly.

Sena leader and RS member
Sanjay Raut tweeted that all
MPs and legislators will contri-
bute their month’s salary to-
wards the fight against the pan-
demic. “We will definitely win
this war under the leadership of
chief minister Uddhav Thacke-
ray,” Raut said. 

NCP had announced on
Thursday that its MPs and legis-
lators would contribute their
month’s salary towards the
same cause. TNN & AGENCIES 

Sena MPs, MLAs,
to donate month’s
salary for corona

Thane: Twenty-five autos will
be deployed in several vital areas
of Thane from Saturday, to ferry
patients to and from hospitals,
from 10am to 5pm.

The decision was taken by
Thane guardian minister Ek-
nath Shinde on Friday after dis-
cussions about mitigating trans-
port issues for hundreds of pati-
ents who have to travel to hospi-
tals daily during the lockdown.

As per the plan, 25 orange ve-
hicles, driven by woman drivers
will be at junctions including Ko-
pri, Wagle Estate, Cadbury junc-
tion, Majiwada, Kapurbawdi,
among others, and will ferry on-
ly patients to and from hospitals.
They will be available from 10am
to 5pm, within Thane city limits. 

To avail the facility, one can
contact 9967312176. 
—Manoj Badgeri

25 special autos
to ferry patients

in Thane: Min

Navi Mumbai: Dhaba owner
Pritpal Singh Nagpal (41) in Ja-
nata Market in Sector 7, Vashi,
has been distributing food pack-
ets to the underprivileged every
day since March 20. Those who
cannot source an afternoon me-
al for themselves and their fami-
lies, can avail of Nagpal’s servi-
ces. He offers half a kg of vege-
table biryani, a fruit, a biscuit
packet and a bottle of water. 

Nagpal has organised lang-
ars every Saturday for the last 8-
10 years. The number of takers
swelled from an average 60 to 150
on Friday. — Sanjay Banerjee 

Vashi dhaba
owner offers

free lunch packs
Mumbai: While villages
across Palghar district blocked
entry and exit points fearing
spread of the pandemic, admi-
nistration directed gram pan-
chayats to remove the barrica-
des preventing movement of
essential commodities. Dis-
trict officials found that men
going to the villages to drop es-
sentials to ration shops were
being turned away, abused and
assaulted.

Since the Palghar collecto-
rate imposed the Disaster Ma-
nagement Act on March 17, vil-
lages in barricaded the roads
and set up a day-night vigil. TNN

‘Remove barricades
in Palghar villages’

Mumbai: The BJP on Friday
announced it will ensure ra-
tion to 20 lakh needy people
across the state. The party will
also ensure availability of eth-
anol to manufacture sanitiz-
ers. BJP’s city MLAs will do-
nate a month’s salary to the
Maharashtra Disaster Relief
Fund, said city unit president,
Mangalprabhat Lodha. 

State unit president, Chan-
drakant Patil, has given up his
police security in view of the
Covid-19 crisis. He tweeted he
was giving up the security to re-
duce stress on the police.- TNN

BJP to provide
ration to 20L
across state 

Mumbai: Ola group and its
employees have decided to
contribute Rs20 crore, while
Ola CEO and co-founder Bha-
vish Aggarwal will forgo a ye-
ar’s salary, to support drivers
who have lost their daily inco-
me due to the lockdown. 

Ola spokesperson, Anand
Subramanian, said, “We are
launching ‘Drive the Driver’
fund which will provide bare
necessities to driver partners,
across autorickshaws and ka-
ali peelis in the form of essen-
tial supplies and medical and
emergency support.” TNN

Ola’s ̀̀ 20 crore
fund for drivers

locate stranded people,”
Daund said.

Jalgaon collector Avin-
ash Dhakne said besides
employees of the revenue
and other departments, he
has roped in NGOs to provide
food and shelter. “As of now,
we have made arrangements
for 5,000 stranded persons.
Their arrangement has been
made at mangal karyalayas
(marriage halls) in the dis-
trict. We are following social
distancing norms. If more
persons are located, we can
make arrangements for them
too,” Dhakne said.

Akola collector Jeetendra
Papalkar said the district ad-
ministration had made ar-

rangements for 500 persons.
“We have made arrange-
ments in municipal schools.
Cooked food is from local
NGOs. All officials have been
asked to ensure no stranded
person remains without food
and shelter,” Papalkar said.

A bureaucrat said the
Centre had directed the state
to make arrangements for
the estimated one lakh stran-
ded people. He said it would
have been a difficult task if
not for the response from
NGOs. “All district collectors
have been asked to find out
the exact number of stran-
ded persons, with their comp-
lete details, particularly the
medical history,” he said.

State: 1 lakh stranded, will
give all food & shelter

Mumbai: Three days after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi declared a 21-day lock-
down to halt the spread of co-
ronavirus, the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government led by
Uddhav Thackeray has pro-
vided food and shelter to an
estimated one lakh people
stranded across the state.

The lockdown announce-
ment brought buses, trains
and flights to a halt, leaving
many stranded in the state,
far away from home. 

Thousands of poor mig-
rant workers who could not
get a toehold in the last jam-
packed train home found
themselves staring at star-
vation. Many of them had
worked construction or la-
boured at industries for dai-
ly wages. They were left with
little money and no shelter.

Konkan divisional com-
missioner Shivajirao Daund
said preliminary reports in-
dicated about 11,000 people
were stranded at 67 locations
in the seven districts of the
coastal region of the state. 

Palghar had 1,700 stran-
ded people, Thane 2,000,
Mumbai district 3,000, Mum-
bai suburban district 2,000,
and Raigad 2,000. Ratnagiri
and Sindhudurg had the re-
maining few hundred. “We
will provide them dry ration
or cooked food and tempora-
ry shelter. We will ensure eve-
ry stranded person gets food
and shelter. Officials of the
revenue department are wor-
king at the grass-root level to

Prafulla Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

STUCK ATOP A TRUCK

Thakur Singh, a 65-year-old truck driver from Punjab, secures himself against mosquitoes in Kurla on
Friday amidst a national lockdown to keep Covid-19 in check. He has been here for over a week

Mumbai: BJP Colaba corpora-
tor Makrand Narwekar comp-
lained to the deputy commis-
sioner of police on Friday after
the weekly standing committee
meeting was held at BMC head-
quarters on Friday afternoon
despite the lockdown in the wa-
ke of Covid-19. He sought action
against corporators and offici-
als for not following social dis-
tancing. BJP had boycotted the
meeting, which was attended
only by Shiv Sena, Congress
and NCP members. Officials sa-
id all maintained social distan-
cing and wore masks. TNN

BJP complains
about BMC meet

Mumbai: As a one-time special case, the state planning depart-
ment on Friday allowed the partial use of the MLA Local Area
Development Fund (LADF) to purchase medical equipment to
combat Covid-19. The department issued a circular allowing Rs
50 lakh from each MLA’s LADF to be used for the purpose. 

The district collector was directed to allocate the funds to
the local district civil surgeon, district health officer, munici-
pal commissioner and chief officer of municipal councils for
the purchase of infrared thermometers, personal protective
equipment, face masks, gloves, sanitisers and coronavirus tes-
ting kits, and to set up isolation beds and quarantine wards.

There are 288 MLAs and the total fund would amount to Rs
144 crore. The city, which with the suburbs makes up two dis-
tricts, alone has 36 MLAs and stands to get to use around Rs 18
crore for medical equipment to fight the novel coronavirus. 

The funds cannot be used for repair and maintenance of me-
dical equipment, states the circular. This year the government
increased the MLA LAFD from Rs 2 crore annually to Rs 3 cro-
re. Congress MLC Anand Gadgil had already announced he wo-
uld give Rs 10 lakh from his fund to fight the spread of Covid-19,
as had CPI (M) MLA from Dahanu Vinod Nicole. - Clara Lewis

`̀50L from MLA local area fund
may be spent on Covid-19 fight

Kalyan: A 25-year-old Dom-
bivli youth, who attended his
brother’s wedding with over
1,000 guests, and tested posi-
tive for coronavirus, triggered
panic in Kalyan-Dombivli.
The wedding was attended by
local political leaders, includ-
ing Vinita Rane, mayor of Ka-
lyan-Dombivli Municipal Cor-
poration, her husband Vish-
wanath, and corporator Kunal
Patil. 

It was held on March 19, de-
spite a state government noti-
fication banning gatherings of
over 50 persons, including
weddings, to curb the spread of
the virus. The Ranes and the
corporator said they had taken
safety precautions at the wed-
ding. —Pradeep Gupta

KDMC mayor
went to wedding

despite ban

Mumbai: Two youth, who
saw a 24-year-old youth serv-
ing tea to daily wage labour-
ers, stabbed him. The victim
is undergoing treatment,
while the accused are at large.

Mohamad Sayyed and his
friends were distributing tea
and biscuits to labourers at
Crawford Market when the
two arrived and had an alter-
cation with Sayyed around
9.45am on Friday. 

They kicked, punched and
assaulted him with a stick.
One of the accused stabbed
Sayyed with a knife and fled
after the incident. A case of as-
sault and grievous hurt was
registered with Pydhonie po-
lice. TNN

2 stab youth
giving tea to

workers

Navi Mumbai: Kalamboli
and Taloja police have regis-
tered FIRs against 10 drivers
of essential service vehicles
and those with T-permits for
slyly ferrying people out of the
city on Friday. Seventy-five
persons, all daily wage labour-
ers, including women and
children, were caught. Kalam-
boli police senior inspector
Satish Gaikwad said among
those caught was a jeep meant
for transporting milk, which
was ferrying 17 persons to Sat-
ara. —George Mendonca

FIR against 10
for ferrying 75
out of N Mum

Thane: A 39-year-old carpenter who lost his mother in Rajast-
han was allegedly assaulted by the Gujarat police late on Wed-
nesday when he tried to reach his village to perform her last ri-
tes. He said he had obtained the necessary permission to travel
from the police in Thane.

Bhairulal Lohar, who lives in Savarkar Nagar here, said
that while the Gujarat police turned him back, the police back
here in the state were not allowing him to leave on Friday despi-
te his being in possession of the relevant permission letter
from the Vartak Nagar police station. He said he had obtained
the permission after showing the death certificate copy, which
he had obtained from relatives in his native village.

Lohar said his father had passed away long ago. He said his
mother, who lived in Rajasmand district, passed away on Wed-
nesday. He said his relatives, with the help of a local Shiv Sena
functionary, got them an ambulance run by Shiv Sena minister
Eknath Shinde. 

“We did not have any problem in Maharashtra, but as we ca-
me to a toll naka 13 kms farther from Talasari, Gujarat police-
men caned the driver without asking anything,” he said.
“When I showed them the death certificate printout which I got
on WhatsApp, they tore it apart and did not allow us to go ahead
despite my pleading with them many times.”

Lohar said he showed proof, including video evidence, of
his mother’s demise, but the Gujarat police would listen to not-
hing and even smashed his phone.

“We were nearly nine family members, including women,
and were turned back,” he said. “I again made an unsuccessful
attempt to cross over, this time the Maharashtra police turning
us back from a toll naka.” - Nishikant Karlikar

Guj cops beat man
going for last rites

DIFFERENTLY-ABLED GET HELPING HAND

The state social justice department is taking measures to provide relief to differently-abled in the
state reeling under the Covid-19 crisis. The state announced pension to be paid a month in advance

along with a month’s ration and a sanitation kit, which will be provided at home. A special helpline for
persons with disabilities will be operational too. The department has told local authorities to provide a
month’s ration and health kit, which will include a sanitiser, mask, handkerchief, soaps, along with
grains, cereals, pulses, rice and oil, to be distributed to households. After a meeting, minister for social
justice Dhananjay Munde instructed officials that local authorities should take care of the mentally ill,
homeless and poor, and they should be kept at nearby shelter homes, government ashrams or children
homes. Banks and financial institutions should provide service to the differently-abled too, he said. TNN

Mumbai: Flyers quarantined
at a luxury hotel near the air-
port while awaiting their Co-
vid test results complained
they were not allowed to use
the elevators to reach their
third-level rooms or visit rest-
rooms on the lower level. A re-
tired CEO of a pharma techno-
logy company, among those
quarantined earlier this week,
intends to lodge a formal
complaint.

The sexagenarian and his
wife returned from US on
March 21. They were asked to
visit the Seven Hills Hospital,
where he was advised quaran-
tining pending tests. Since he
wanted his wife to be with
him, the couple opted to stay at

the JW Marriott, Sahar -- one
of the hotels the BMC has joi-
ned hands with to isolate fly-
ers.

“There were about 5 or 6 co-
uples with us in the bus from
the hospital to the hotel. Most
of us were elders and we had
baggage as heavy as 20 to 30 kg.
The buses dropped us at the
hotel gate, where no hotel port-
er was deputed to help us. So-
me of us hailed autorickshaws
to reach the building. The ho-
tel refused to let us into the lob-
by and we entered from the re-
ar,” he said.

The travellers were told the
hotel staff wouldn’t touch the-
ir baggage and they would ha-
ve to carry them up the stairs
to their rooms. “The 11th floor
-- on the third level -- was allot-

ted to us. Travellers in their se-
venties said it would be impos-
sible to climb the 80-odd steps
with their bags. They pleaded
to be allowed to use an elevator,
but the staff did not relent,” sa-

id one of the quarantined gu-
ests.

They also complained of
poor quality meals. “On
March 26, we were asked to
check out at 10am to be driven

back to the hospital for our dis-
charge documents. Our Covid
test results had come negative.
Around 40 to 50 of us waited in
the hotel porch. But the go-
vernment buses did not arrive
till 3pm and during these five
hours, the hotel did not allow
us to use restrooms on the lo-
wer level. They said we would
have to go up to the third level
where we had stayed to use
restrooms. One of the senior
citizens broke down as he nee-
ded to use the restroom often
and had to climb up thrice,”
the former CEO said.

In a statement, the hotel sa-
id: “We have complied with all
the necessary protocols issued
by the local authorities... and
maintained all hygiene pro-
cesses. A separate floor has be-

en allocated to these guests
with a separate staircase to av-
oid any contact with other gu-
ests. One elevator has been
earmarked solely for them. A
special menu has been curated
after consultation with doc-
tors and is delivered in dispo-
sable containers to avoid any
contact.”

A senior BMC official said
they were aware of the woes.
“We have had to send our staff
for carrying the travellers’
baggage. We have requested
the hotel to allow the quaranti-
ned guests to use elevators. We
also got our teams to sanitise
the area. We expected coopera-
tion from the hotel as it was the
nearest to the airport and tra-
vellers were ready to pay for
their stay,” the official said.

5-star hotel mistreated us, say quarantined travellers 
Complied With Protocol, Have To Ensure Others’ Safety, Says Mgmt; BMC Aware, Asks Hotel To Cooperate 

DAY 3, LOCKDOWN: No movement at the airport runway on Friday

Nitasha Natu & Richa Pinto TNN

Medical education minister
Amit Deshmukh said the

state has started flu OPDs
across 18 medical colleges.
Health minister Rajesh Tope
said personal protective
equipment or PPEs are being
procured by the Centre as well
the state in keeping with the
requirements of health
professionals. “Even as the
number of cases are
increasing, there is an increase
in the number of patients who
are getting better. A total of 19
patients have been discharged
so far,” Tope said.

Meanwhile, in Pimpri
ChinchwadsSo far, 12 Covid-19
patients were reported till
Thursday. Nine patients are in
isolation. No new cases were
added on Friday, making it the
seventh such day without a
fresh Covid-19 case. The civic
body on Friday said 1,342
people in Pimpri Chinchwad
are in 14-day home quarantine. 

19 patients
discharged in
state so far 

Courtesy: SGNP Facebook page

1 METRE GAP TO BEAT VIRUS TRAP
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SONIA WRITES TO PM ABOUT PLIGHT OF MIGRANTS, OFFERS
MPLADS FUND TO RAE BARELI FOR FIGHT AGAINST COVID

AFTER INDIA’S REQUEST, PAKISTAN AGREES TO ‘DEFER’
ANNUAL MEETING BETWEEN THE INDUS COMMISSIONERS

New Delhi:Led by a rush of ca-
ses in Kerala, the daily count of
new Covid-19 infections in In-
dia zoomed past 100 for the first
time on Friday. As many as 124
fresh cases were reported from
states, 39 from Kerala alone, ta-
king the total to 854 so far.

The previous highest sing-
le-day count of cases, as per
confirmed reports received by
TOI from states, was 99 on
Monday (March 23).

Kerala’s Kasaragod hurt-
led towards a health crisis as 34
of the new cases were reported
from the district, which has
emerged as one of the top coro-
navirus hotspots. Kerala also
became the first state to report
Covid-19 cases from each dis-
trict. The health ministry con-
firmed 808 cases and said 67 pa-
tients had recovered. Delhi,
meanwhile, reported one case,
taking the total to 40.

Bhilwara in Rajasthan,
another coronavirus hotspot,
confirmed its second death in
two days, that of a 60-year-old
who died late Thursday night.
Neither of the two victims was
a healthcare worker. The se-
cond Covid-19 death reported
on Friday was from Tumuku-

ru in Karnataka.
In Mumbai, an 85-year-old

surgeon-cum-urologist died of
suspected Covid-19, even as his
cardiac surgeon son, who was
operating on patients till Wed-
nesday, is said to have contrac-
ted the infection. 

In another suspected Co-
vid-19 death, a 60-year-old Ye-

men national died in a private
Delhi hospital. His confirma-
tory test results are awaited. 

Bengal reported five new
cases of Covid-19, including a
nine-month-old child, probab-
ly the youngest in India. 

Rajasthan reported seven
new cases, taking the state’s to-
tal to 50. 

Total Tally Now 
At 854, 39 In
Kerala Alone

At 124, biggest 1-day
surge in new cases

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

Indore/Raipur: With the Co-
vid-19 outbreak showing no
sign of abating, the Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
governments have invoked a
British-era law to acquire pri-
vate hospitals to battle the
pandemic. The Indore admin-
istration took over two such
hospitals on Friday. The com-
mercial hub accounts for near-
ly half of the state’s 29 cases
and one of two deaths.

“On the orders of collector
Lokesh Kumar Jatav, Gokul-
das Hospital and Vishesh Hos-
pital have been acquired for
treatment of Covid-19 infected
patients,” said Indore chief
medical officer Dr Pravin Ja-
dia, adding that this was done
under Epidemic Diseases Act
1897. The law was enacted on
February 4, 1897, to battle a bu-
bonic plague outbreak in
Mumbai.

“We have a 60-bed treat-
ment facility in state-run
MRTB Hospital and a 150-bed
quarantine in Jagadguru Dat-
tatreya Hospital. The 450-bed
MTH Hospital is being used as
an isolation facility,” said the
CMHO, adding that 18 private
hospitals have been author-
ised to treat the disease.

“There is a difference be-
tween ‘authorising’ and ‘ac-
quiring’ a private hospital for
treatment of a disease. Private
hospitals acquired by the ad-
ministration will be dedicated
only for treatment of a partic-
ular disease while authorised
hospitals can treat other pa-
tients along with those of Co-
vid-19,” explained Dr Jadia.
Medical and other staff of pri-
vate hospitals will be roped in.
Chhattisgarh has acquired
the privately owned Raipur
Institute of Medical College.

MP, C’garh acquire pvt
hosps to combat corona 

Sagar Choukse & 
Cherrupreet Kaur TNN

New Delhi: The Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research
(ICMR), which has been at the
forefront fighting the Covid-19
outbreak in the country, is also
making strides in research and
development of local testing
kits and other therapeutics to
tackle the novel coronavirus.

The government’s research
wing is evaluating “repur-
posed molecules”or redevelop-
ment of molecules for use 
in different diseases like Co-
vid-19 and will soon go for in-
vitro testing, Dr R R Gangak-
hedkar, head of epidemiology
and communicable diseases at
ICMR said.

Stating that India was a
world leader in the supply of di-
agnostic kits for dengue, malar-

ia and chikungunya, he said ef-
forts were on to quickly come
up with a similar kit for novel
coronavirus and National In-
stitute of Virology, Pune is
working on it.

ICMR said there is a need to

prioritise research and it is fo-
cusing on repurposed molecul-
es instead of antibody-based
serology tests which currently
cannot be used for diagnosis of
suspected Covid-19 cases. 

Meanwhile, the drug regu-
lator Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation
(CDSCO) also initiated steps to
facilitate development of local
Covid-19 test kits, vaccines and
therapeutics by deciding to fast
track regulatory approvals for
companies researching and de-
veloping Covid-related vac-
cines, diagnostic, prophylactic
and therapeutics.

India will now also partici-
pate in World Health Organisa-
tion’s “solidarity trial” aimed
at developing vaccines for Co-
vid-19. So far India didn’t volun-
teer as there weren’t enough

numbers to participate in the
trial, but now with the number
of Covid-19 cases rapidly in-
creasing, India has decided to
go ahead with the decision.

According to the WHO,
many countries like Argenti-
na, Bahrain, Canada, France,
Iran, Norway, South Africa,
Spain, Switzerland and Thai-
land have already confirmed
joining the solidarity trial
which is designed to generate
the robust data required to
show which treatments are the
most effective.

“We are also watching the
efforts of various research
groups working on the vaccine,
at least five are already in the
animal testing stage. We have
indicated our interest in the
human trial stage,” Dr Gan-
gakhedkar said.

Working on local test kits, says ICMR 
Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Should hospitals
follow all-hands-on-the-deck
approach when a pandemic is
knocking on the door? Italy did
it. But if one healthcare worker
caught the novel coronavirus
infection, others, too, had to be
quarantined, leading to manpo-
wer shortage.

Learning a lesson, top pub-
lic hospitals in India — AIIMS
Delhi, Jodhpur and Bhopal, Saf-
darjung and Lok Nayak among
them — have adopted a rotation
formula where the staff, inclu-
ding doctors and nurses, have
been divided in three groups: A,
Band C. After working for a we-
ek, group A goes on stand by for
two weeks, while B and C also
follow the same pattern. 

This way, an official said,

even if one group falls sick or re-
quires quarantining, the others
can take over. “The formula en-
sures social distancing in hospi-
tals, enhances our level of pre-
paredness and saves on impor-
tant resources such as personal
protective equipment (PPE),”
Dr Randeep Guleria, director
of AIIMS-Delhi, said.

Echoing him, Dr Sarman
Singh, director of AIIMS-Bho-
pal, said, “We have also made si-
milar arrangements for doctors
looking after Covid-19 patients.” 

According to an order issu-
ed by AIIMS-Jodhpur, the de-
partmental heads “may plan av-
ailability of manpower in such
amanner that at any given point

of time, 30% of the total manpo-
wer or as per requirement re-
mains available at the workpla-
ce”. Dr J C Passey, the acting he-
ad of Lok Nayak Hospital whe-
re six Covid-19 patients are
admitted, said they had also
adopted a similar policy. “He-
althcare workers are at the max-
imum risk to contract the infec-

tion from patients. We have to
strategise to reduce it and the
rotatory formula is one such
plan. It also helps reduce the ne-
ed for PPEs,” he said. 

Health experts say India
must learn from countries whe-
re the pandemic has killed 
many, including many health-
care workers.

Hospitals try rotation of teams for crucial fight 
DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

An article in Lancet has
questioned global
health rankings point-

ing out that the country that
ranked at the top of Global
Health Security Index 2019,
the US, has tackled the 
Covid-19 pandemic worst
while lower ranked South 
Korea (9th), China (51st) and
other Asian countries have
done better in providing 
effective and often innova-
tive responses. 

The global health security
(GHS) index is an assessment
of 195 countries’ capacity to
face infectious disease out-
breaks. The UK had ranked
second in the index. The arti-
cle by Sarah Dalglish of the
Johns Hopkins School of
Public Health pointed out
that the US and UK govern-
ments have provided among
the world's worst responses to
the pandemic with neither
widespread testing available,
nor treatment and robust
contact tracing, as strongly
recommended by the WHO. It
added that health workers in
these two countries have
neither adequate access to
personal protective equip-
ment nor are there nearly
enough hospital beds to ac-
commodate the onslaught 
of patients.

In contrast, Asian coun-
tries, including China, South
Korea, Singapore and Tai-
wan, were hailed for provid-
ing “rapid, effective and often
innovative responses” proba-
bly due to their recent experi-
ence with outbreaks of Mid-
dle East respiratory syn-
drome (MERS) in 2015 and the
2002–03 severe acute respira-
tory syndrome (SARS) epi-
demic. While the US might
have crippled the ability of
countries such as Venezuela,
Cuba and Iran to respond by
continuing to block medical
supplies and humanitarian
aid, China has been dispatch-
ing experts, masks and other
supplies to Italy and other af-
fected countries and even Cu-
ba sent its doctors to help oth-
er countries, pointed out 
the article.

It cited a recent survey
which showed that 85% of
global organisations working

in health have headquarters
in Europe and North Ameri-
ca; two-thirds are headquar-
tered in Switzerland, the UK,
and the US. More than 80% of
global health leaders are na-
tionals of high-income coun-
tries, and half are nationals
of the UK and the US, the sur-
vey had found. This dom-
inance of these countries in
global health organisations,
according to Dalglish, could
be the reason why prepared-
ness was gauged the way it
was in the GHS index.

The global health security

index is compiled by the US-
based Nuclear Threat Initia-
tive, the Johns Hopkins Cen-
tre for Health Security and
the Economist Intelligence
Unit with funding from vari-
ous philanthropies including
the Gates Foundation. “Co-
vid-19 is giving the lie to pre-
vailing notions of expertise
and solidarity” said the arti-
cle, adding that the pandemic
has given the lie to the notion
that expertise is concentrat-
ed in, or at least best chan-
nelled by, legacy powers and
historically rich states.

Covid-19 outbreak shows
up global health rankings

Rema.Nagarajan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With lakhs of ca-
sual workers losing their jobs
due to the lockdown and ha-
ving no means to feed their fa-
milies, Delhi CM Arvind Kejri-
wal on Friday said his govern-
ment would ensure that four
lakh such people get free lunch
and dinner from Saturday.

Kejriwal said his govern-
ment had opened 325 hunger
relief centres in government
schools across the city with a
capacity to provide food pack-
ets to 500 people at each meal ti-
me. This was in addition to se-
veral locations identified by all
district magistrates in their re-
spective areas where food was
being distributed at the doors-
teps of the needy.

Officials said the govern-
ment mapped the demand and
supply with the help of district
officials, RWAs and NGOs to
arrive at the figure of four
lakh. The district teams carri-
ed out an elaborate exercise

and identified pockets where
causal labourers and their fa-
milies lived to start distribu-
ting food.

South district on Friday
provided cooked meals to al-
most 17,000 people at over 400
locations twice. Similarly, So-
uthwest district provided hot
lunch to 11,000 and dinner to
13,000 people at about 60 loca-
tions with the help of social or-
ganisations. The district also
delivered dry ration packets
and toiletries for 21 days to 70

extremely poor families.
Senior officials said at least

13 organisations, including so-
me prominent religious-socio
groups and not-for-profit orga-
nisations like Iskcon, Radha
Soami Satsang Beas and gurd-
waras, had joined hands with
the government to provide re-
lief to the poor in the time of
“humanitarian crisis”. The
government has also appealed
to individuals and groups wil-
ling to volunteer in contribu-
ting and distributing meals
and food packets to fill up a
form and get associated in the
mammoth task.

The government has also
formed an advisory panel, led
by deputy CM Manish Sisodia,
to coordinate the relief efforts.

With all commercial estab-
lishments, except those deali-
ng in essential items, closed till
April 14 to prevent community
transmission of novel corona-
virus, daily wagers have been
facing the challenge to feed
themselves and their families. 

Delhi govt to feed 4L daily
wagers, needy from today

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The National Eligi-
bility cum Entrance Test-Under
Graduate (NEET UG) 2020 sche-
duled for May 3 has been postpo-
ned to the last week of May. Ac-
cordingly, admit cards, which
were to be issued on Friday, will
be issued after assessing the si-
tuation after April 15, the Natio-
nal Testing Agency (NTA) said.

The Joint Entrance Exami-
nation (Main) will also be re-
scheduled as the lockdown will
continue till April 15.

The NTA, in a public notice
issued on Friday evening, said
NEET UG 2020 “is proposed to be
held in the last week of May 2020.
Exact date will be announced la-
ter after assessing the situa-
tion”. The decision was taken af-
ter a meeting between senior of-
ficials of the ministries of health
and HRD on Friday.

The NTA advised students to
keep visiting the official website
for updates and said candidates
were also being informed indivi-
dually through their registered
mobile number/email ID.

NEET UG put off
to last week of
May, JEE to be
rescheduled

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

Pune: The Chartered Accoun-
tants examination scheduled to
be held from May 2 to 18 has been
rescheduled between June 19
and July 4 because of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

A notification uploaded on
The Institute of Chartered Acco-
untants of India website on Fri-
day stated that the foundation
course examination would be
held on June 27 and 29, and July 1
and 3. The intermediate (IPC) co-
urse examination (old syllabus)
would be held for Group 1on Ju-
ne 20, 22, 24 and 26, while for Gro-
up 2 it has been scheduled on Ju-
ne 28 and 30, and then July 2.

Intermediate course exami-
nation (new syllabus) would be
held for Group 1on June 20, 22, 24
and 26. For Group 2, it would be
on June 28 and 30, and July 2 and
4.Final course exams for both
old and new syllabus would be
held for Group 1on June 19, 21, 23
and 25, and for Group 2 on June
27 and 29, and then July 1and 3.

International trade laws and
World Trade Organisation part 1
exams will be held for Group A
on June 20 and 22, and for Group
B on June 24 and 26. Internatio-
nal law taxation-assessment test
will be held on June 27 and 29.

Covid effect: CA
exams to take
place between

Jun 19 and July 4
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Eleven Indian
firms, including garment man-
ufacturers and healthcare com-
panies, are now producing pro-
tective suits to be worn by
healthcare workers at the fron-
tline of Covid-19 fight while two
others are churning out masks
for public.

To plug the gap in demand
and supply of protective gear
for coronavirus, the governme-
nt has roped in small- and medi-
um-scale manufacturers in the
country. A senior official in the
textile ministry told TOI that 11
firms are producing personal
protective equipment (PPE) su-
its while two are providing ma-
sks, including N-95. The firms

include Gujarat-based denim
maker Arvind Mills, three from
the garment hub of Tirupur in
Tamil Nadu, and others from
Ghaziabad, Gurugram, Be-
ngaluru, Chennai and Kolkata. 

“Around five more firms
will start manufacturing these
items,” the official said. So
far,10 lakh masks have been
supplied since February sec-
ond week. The firms have also
produced 5,000 protective suits
in two days. Officials said 
they are hoping to raise the sup-
ply of suits to 8,000 per day 
by March 30.

The products are being pro-
cured by HLL, a government of
India undertaking in Thiru-
vanthapuram, and are being
distributed for free in govern-
ment hospitals and govern-
ment-run healthcare centres.

11 desi firms
rolling out body
suits, masks for
medics, public
Rohan.Dua@timesgroup.com

Lucknow/Kollam: IAS offi-
cer Anupam Mishra, who vio-
lated home-quarantine in-
structions after his return to
Kerala from Singapore and
left for his native place in UP’s
Kanpur district, was suspend-
ed from service pending a de-
partmental inquiry.

Health officials in UP’s
Kanpur and Sultanpur dis-
tricts had been looking for
Mishra, who had been booked
for not adhering to the man
datory quarantine, and final-
ly tracked him down to 
his grandfather’s house in
Sultanpur. Mishra, who be-
longs to Kanpur’s Swaroop
Nagar Colony, had returned to
his home from Kerala four
days ago.

When health officials in
Kanpur reached his resi-
dence, they learned that he
had moved to his grandfa-
ther’s place in Sultanpur on
March 23 to participate in 
a puja. 

TOI tried to contact Mis-
hra but he was not available
for comment.

IAS man flouts
quarantine,
suspended

Shailvee Sharda &
Ravindranathan Nair TNN

*All figures till morning of March 26; Assam figures till March 23; 
Punjab hospital quarantine figure till March 18

Union Teritories

TAMIL NADU TOPS IN
HOME QUARANTINE
Maharashtra has the highest number of reported cases, but 
ranks No. 8 among states in home quarantine. On the other hand, 
Jharkhand, which had zero cases, had quarantined over 40,000 
people in their homes. Of course, one needs to remember that 
quarantine is a preventive measure and numbers could be high 
if more people had flown into the state from affected countries. 
Delhi, which sees the highest number of international travellers, 
has less than 3,000 in home quarantine
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A homeless man collects water
from a broken pipeline in 
New Delhi on Friday

SpiceJet operated a special
charter flight on Friday from

Delhi to Coimbatore on a
six-seater aircraft with one
hazmat suit so that the same
can be replicated and produced
there. The airline has also
offered to operate special
flights to fly migrant workers
from Delhi and Mumbai to
Patna. Other airlines like IndiGo
have also offered their aircraft
and crew for operating
evacuation flights or for ferrying
medical equipment. TNN

Special flight for
hazmat suit

New Delhi: Twenty-eight mil-
itary hospitals have been ear-
marked to manage Covid-19
cases, while another five have
begun testing for the deadly vi-
rus, even as the armed forces
have readied contingency
plans including “quick reac-
tion medical teams” that can
be launched at a six-hour no-
tice under the ongoing “Oper-
ation Namaste”.

“It is our duty to help the
government and civil adminis-
tration. Speaking in military
language, I would say that at
present Covid-19 is in prepara-
tory stage of impact in India.
We are making concerted ef-
forts to prevent it from estab-
lishing a firm base,” said Ar-
my chief General M M Nara-
vane. “Concurrently, we are
preparing for stringent coun-
ter-measures, should it man-
age to regain a foothold. The
next few weeks will be crucial
to prevent negative effects of
this deadly mutant virus.” 

India is also ready to help
countries in the neighbour-
hood with assistance to build
up infrastructural capabilities
and expert manpower in tack-
ling the coronavirus outbreak.
After providing help to Mal-
dives, for instance, the Army is
now ready to dispatch a “rapid
response team” to Nepal for as-
sistance in dealing with the sit-
uation there.

In the country, the 28 ear-
marked military hospitals will
manage service personnel and
civilian patients transferred
from state health centres, in
case their capacity is over-
whelmed, said director-gener-
al armed forces medical servic-
es, Lt General Anup Banerji.

With civilian testing labs
for Covid-19 being inadequate
in the country, the armed
forces have also begun to con-
duct the tests at AFMC in Pune,
Army R&R Hospital at Delhi,
Army command hospitals
at Udhampur and Lucknow
and IAF command hospital 
at Bengaluru.

Armed forces keep
aside 28 hospitals

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Migrant workers in UP return to
their villages in a truck

A10-month-old baby with no travel history abroad and a
65-year-old man who breathed his last in Tumakuru were among

nine fresh Covid-19 cases reported in Karnataka on Friday. The man
who died had given samples for testing earlier; the test returned a
positive result. With this, the state has till date reported 64 cases of
the infection and three fatalities. The first Covid-19 patient in the
state, a 46-year-old techie, and his 13-year-old daughter were
declared cured and discharged during the day, The 10-month-old
baby boy, who had accompanied his parents to Kerala, tested
positive in Dakshina Kannada district. The baby seems to be the
youngest Covid-19 patient in the country, said authorities at the
health and family welfare department. TNN

10-month-old among 9 fresh cases in K’taka

Ambulances and other modes of transport unavailable, relatives
carry the body of a woman home in Patna on Friday 

Uttar Pradesh will bear all expenses on the arrangements
made for its people stranded in other states due to the

Covid-lockdown, chief minister Yogi Adityanath announced on
Friday, reports Neha Lalchandani.

“I have appointed 12 IAS officers for the states where there is
a high population of people from UP. An IPS officer will also assist
them in coordinating with these states to ensure that people
from UP do not face any problem and people from these states in
UP are also comfortable,” the CM said. Chief secretary RK Tiwari
has directed district magistrates to ensure that those who have
already entered the state are provided with food and shelter but
under no circumstances they be allowed to travel further.

UP to reimburse other states for help

A homeless man camps outside AIIMS in New Delhi on Friday

SHIELDS, FOR THE VIRUS AND THE WEATHER: A man wearing
mask and gloves, takes cover as it rains in New Delhi on Friday

Sanjeev Rastogi

Anindya Chattopadhyay
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Taking a walk within the community premises 
is not allowed but what about walking the 
pets? The pets are not trained to relieve at 
home and need to be taken out? – Sabita

 Walking the pets in community spaces is prohibited. You can 
walk them just outside your house but not at any public space.

We were shifting from Mumbai to Delhi and the truck with all our 
goods is stranded in Haryana. How can we get the permission for 
moving our truck? We have one elderly and two kids in our family 
and are struggling without clothes and essentials – Sharat Ponia

 The purpose of the lockdown is for people to stay wherever they 
are. They can’t be allowed to ferry household furniture etc.

My cousin is admitted in AIIMS Trauma Centre since February and 
one of us -three brothers/cousins- has to be with him during day 
and night alternately. Are we allowed to go there now?

 Yes you are allowed. Only one person should travel and he 
should carry the medical documents and attendant card. If there 
is a problem, they can contact the local DCP office to request for a 
movement pass.

My wife and I are alone and we are above the age of 60. We need 
cash for day-to-day purchases. The nearest ATM is at a distance 
and not in our sector. Will we be allowed to go? - Anil Chopra

 You can go to the nearest ATM in dire circumstances. If you 
face any problem, you can contact out senior citizen helplines 
on 1291 and 112.

I am a widower, an ex-serviceman and a senior citizen, and I 
live alone. My daughter is abroad. I need to get my refrigerator 
repaired. How can I get the company representative to my house 
to fix it? – Sanjiv Kapoor

 Since your are a senior citizen, you can contact our senior 
citizen helpline and local beat 
officials will try to help you.

I work as a software engineer in 
an IT firm in Noida, and I am stuck 
in Delhi while my family is in my 
hometown, Saharanpur. My wife, 
mother and child are struggling for 
basic amenities. How can I go home 
with this lockdown in place? – Tahir 
Muhammad

 You should stay wherever you 
are now. If people move from 
one location to another, then the 
purpose of the lockdown will be 
defeated. Arrangements have been 
made to not stop basic amenities 
from reaching people.

I am a senior 
citizen with 
a very bad 
hearing 
problem with 
ringing in the ears. I have 
to reach my hearing aid 
specialist. How can I 
reach the clinic? – P A S 
Prasad

 You can visit the 
doctor by carrying a 
prescription along with 
the appointment card 
with you. First check if 
the clinic is open or not.

LOCKDOWN 
DOUBTS

WRITE
TO US

To make your life easy during the coronavirus lockdown, 
TOI invites its readers to send their queries at www.

toilockdownfaqs.com with their city name mentioned in 
capitals in the subject line. We will seek answers from Delhi 

Police and other authorities. Please keep your questions brief

L   CKDOWN
FAQS?

Answers by Delhi Police spokesperson additional commissioner 
Mandeep Singh Randhawa

New Delhi: The government
has notified anti-malarial drug
hydroxychloroquine under
Schedule-H1, restricting its
sale only based on prescription
and making it mandatory for
chemists to maintain records
for sales.

The move is aimed at stop-
ping misuse of the drug which
has now been allowed by the
government for prophylactic
use in high risk contacts of Co-
vid-19 patients as well as the
healthcare workers treating
such patients. 

According to a gazette noti-
fication issued by the health
ministry, the sale of the drug
from now on should be in ac-
cordance with the conditions
for sale of drugs as specified in
Schedule H1 to the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules, 1945. 

“The central government is
satisfied that the drug ‘hydrox-
ychloroquine’ is essential to
meet the requirements of
emergency arising due to pan-
demic Covid-19 and in the pub-
lic interest, it is necessary and
expedient to regulate and re-
strict the sale and distribution
of the drug ‘hydroxychloro-
quine’...” the notification said.

The move comes in the
wake of reports of panic buy-
ing of the drug by people to pre-
vent chances of catching the in-
fection, even as government
has said its use should be re-
stricted to the specified catego-
ries and on prescription as
there can be side-effects.

Govt restricts
sale of key

malaria drug
Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

Spark of human kindness
is lighting up India in
these gloomy days. If

there are some offering help to
our frontline Covid warriors,
others are making an all-out
effort to see that no one goes
hungry — be it a human being
or an animal. 

A final-year student at Sa-
tyajit Ray Film and Television
Institute (SRFTI) in Kolkata
convinced her father to give
out their two flats rent-free to
health workers who are being
ostracised for “handling infec-
tion”. After the 26-year-old’s
post on social media, two doc-
tors and a nurse got in touch
with her onThursday.

Suchana Saha had been
upset ever since she read
about humiliation and abuse
that health workers treating
Covid-19 patients were facing.
Her businessman father owns
two flats in Kolkata that had
been given out on rent till six
months ago. She sought his
permission and put out a post,
which post had been shared
1.4k times.

Sharing, Not Hoarding

At a time when some peo-
ple are stockpiling and hoard-
ing essential items, there are
some who are sharing what
they have with strangers. Noo-
rul Khan, a small-time caterer
from Kurla, and his friends
have been serving food to near-
ly 200 homeless or stranded
people since the lockdown to
check spread of coronavirus
was announced on Tuesday.

Khan says his catering bu-
siness is at a standstill but loss-
es are not keeping him from
helping the needy. He is using
the rice and foodgrains he has
in stock to make food packets
for the needy in Mumbai.

Feeding The Strays Too
A group of animal lovers

in Kolkata have formed online
groups to feed stray dogs and

cats in neighbourhoods aro-
und them. With the city in
lockdown and no leftovers
from shops that stray animals
survive on, this people have it
upon themselves that no ani-
mal goes hungry. 

Fashion designer Nandita
Thirani has contacted people
in her apartment off Theatre
Road to join her in feeding
strays and asked them to put
their leftovers and a little ex-
tra in boxes at specific points
from where she will pick up
anddistribute. 

And Those in Quarantine
In Thiruvananthapuram,

eight women in a Kudum-
bashree unit are toiling to feed
around 200 people in care
homes who have been kept un-
der isolation in the city.

Kol Girl Offers
Rent-Free Flats

To Medics

Roof to food: Heroes
of lockdown offer all

THE LONG MARCH: Migrant labourers and their families on their
way home, on NH24 near the Delhi-UP border on Friday

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Those in essential services
in Hyderabad need to
mail their names after

which authorities examine and
issue physical passes.

Kerala also has self-declara-
tion forms for emergencies like
hospital visits, but they were
initially misused.

Almost all other states and
UTs use physical passes. Pun-
jab, Haryana (those who cannot
use an e-pass) and Karnataka
gave the responsibility of issu-
ing passes to deputy commis-
sioners. It proved chaotic every-
where. In Mohali, the author-
ities ran out of printed slips in a

day. Across Punjab, different
DCs are handling it in different
ways, leading to further chaos.

In Mumbai, the system of
physical passes is working well.
In Nagpur, as of Thursday, 13,500
passes were issued from differ-
ent police stations.

In Tamil Nadu, identity
cards will be issued to those
moving essential commodities
and to farmers by district collec-
tors. The process has just be-
gun. Vehicles will also need a
self-declaration sticker. In UP,
district administration officials
are issuing passes to essential
staff and farmers.

In MP, passes are being is-
sued by local police stations.

Most states have
physical access passes
� From P 1

Empty trucks not being al-
lowed to ply on some
roads is adding 

to the problem.
While a few lakh out of the

30 lakh trucks stranded on na-
tional and state highways
started moving on Friday,
snarls along stretches wide
enough for just two vehicles to
pass are delaying supply to
markets starved of essentials.
This problem is acute in the
smaller states of the north-
east that are dependent on fuel
and essential commodities go-
ing from various parts of the 
country through Assam. 

“Petrol and diesel vehicles
are standing along with vege-
table, grain, sand and cement
trucks. They have to allow all
vehicles to pass,” said Peter
Thokcham, a trucker from
Manipur. “The roads leading
off NH 315A and NH 515 are ve-
ry narrow.” Unlike on the first
two days of the lockdown,
transporters and govern-
ments have managed to pre-
vent more drivers from aban-
doning their vehicles on high-
ways by arranging food and
water at many locations. 

In NCR, around 15,000
trucks coming from states like
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
and Uttarakhand have been
stranded on the Gurgaon bor-
der for three days, triggering
fears of a shortage of pack-
aged food items, medicines
and medical kits. The current
delivery cycle is already two
weeks behind, sources said.

For e-comm players, too,
supply has become as daunt-
ing a challenge as distribu-
tion. Officials of some of the
top e-tailers said that while
governments had started re-
moving restrictions, inter-
state movement of goods was
proving to be both a logistical
and financial bottleneck.

Full report on www.toi.in

Problem acute in
NE, snarls delaying
supply of essentials 

The idea behind the lock-
down is that people
should stay where they

are,” said Salila Srivastava,
joint secretary in MHA, dur-
ing the daily briefing on Co-
vid-19 situation.

Home secretary Ajay
Bhalla has urged all states and
UTs to take immediate steps to
provide adequate support, in-
cluding food and shelter, to mi-
grant agricultural labourers,
industrial workers and other
unorganised sector workers. 

All states and UTs have
been advised to ensure that
students and working women
from other states are also al-
lowed to continue in their ex-
isting accommodation during
the lockdown. The lines of mi-
grant workers walking back
long distances to their homes
have been triggered in part by
the economic shutdown, whi-
ch has deprived daily wagers
of earnings and also because
many are worried about how
long the situation will last.

The advisory — which
came in the wake of reports of
migrant workers heading
back to home towns on foot in

view of suspension of train
and bus services — suggests
that states involve agencies, 
including NGOs, to provide
food and shelter as well as ba-
sic amenities such as clean
drinking water and sanita-
tion to unorganised sector
workers, particularly strand-
ed migrant workers.

Further, states have been
advised to make these vulner-
able groups aware of the mea-
sures taken by the govern-
ment, including provision of
free food grains and other es-
sential items through the pub-

lic distribution system. 
This, it is hoped, would

help prevent avoidable move-
ment of such people, accord-
ing to the advisory.

The MHA has also advised
that states and UTs to ensure
that hotels, rented accommo-
dations and hostels continue
to remain functional and de-
livery of essential items is
streamlined so that students,
working women and hostel
inmates are allowed to contin-
ue in existing facilities, while
observing social distancing.

Full report on www.toi.in

Let women, students from other states
stay put during lockdown, says MHA

Nagpur:More than 200 migrant
labourers were found travelling
in two containers at Pandhar-
kawda in Yavatmal on Friday.
On Thursday, about 300 were
found in three containers bound
for northern states that were in-
tercepted by the police taking
the total to over 500. 

Yavatmal cops asked the la-
bourers to vacate the containers
and sent the trucks back to Te-
langana , leaving no other option
for them than to walk to their na-
tive states over 1000km away.

Another 10,000 labourers
from Chandrapur are stranded
at Telangana border. According
to Pandharkawda police, the
containers were headed to Ra-
jasthan, Gujarat, Haryana and
other places. The Adilabad po-
lice, however, denied having any
information about containers. 

Full report on www.toi.in

In Maha, 500
migrants found
in containers

In 24 hours, Shaaz Mehmood
and his friends, Tanya Reddy
and Deepti Kat, raised over

Rs 25 lakh. They prepared pack-
ets of food and other utility ite-
ms for the families. Among the
donors were tennis player Sania
Mirza, actor Abhishek Bachch-
an and filmmaker Farah Khan.

The trio, with SAFA society,
then started a campaign on on-
line crowdfunding platform,
Ketto, to reach out to 10,000 more
families in Hyderabad, North
Karnataka, Bangalore and Che-
nnai. They aim to raise Rs 50
lakh through their initiative,
Youth Feed India. They have got
donations of Rs 11 lakh so far.
Posters appealing for financial
aid have flooded social media 

Full report on www.toi.in

Trio begin
campaign to
raise ̀̀ 50 lakh
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The MHA’s Bureau of Immi-
gration had “shared de-
tails of over 15 lakh incom-

ing international passengers
with states for monitoring for
Covid-19”, whereas lesser num-
ber of people were being moni-
tored. “It is important that they
are put under close surveillance
to prevent the spread of the epi-
demic,” the letter said.

“We are keeping an eagle’s
eye on the arrivals, particularly
those who came to India in
March,” a government source
said. Those who reached India
need to be on the integrated dis-
ease surveillance programme so
that authorities are assured that
they are out of the danger zone.
The Centre has asked states to
immediately step up surveil-
lance and trace all these travell-
ers seen as crucial to breaking
the chain of transmission.

Highlighting “gaps” in the
numbers of passengers who
should have been monitored and
the actual count, Gauba asked
states to immediately identify
all such travellers and put them
under surveillance to prevent
the spread of the epidemic. As a
key preventive measure against
Covid-19 which has spread in
over 170 countries so far, the Cen-
tre started monitoring all inter-
national passengers who ar-
rived in India in the last two
months to ensure carriers of the
virus could be isolated.

“I do not think it needs any
evidence that we started way
early. We still do not have com-
munity transmission,” Dr R R
Gangakhedkar, head of epide-
miology and communicable dis-
eases at the ICMR said. 

Keeping eagle’s
eye on March
arrivals: Govt

� F rom P 1

Two cops in Indore were
suspended on Friday
after they hit a TOI re-

porter who wanted to pur-
chase milk during curfew
break. According to the com-
plaint filed with the police,
health correspondent An-
triksh Kar Singh was accost-
ed by ASI KC Parashar and
constable Atul Sharma, who
were in a private SUV. Singh
showed them his media ID
card and pointed out that In-
dore administration exempt-
ed journalists from curfew
restrictions but despite that
he was beaten up by them.

Elsewhere, those trying
to buy groceries have had to
brave lathis. A 35-year-old out
to buy milk for his three chil-
dren in Kolkata died of a car-
diac arrest soon after an al-
leged thrashing by cops on
Wednesday. Lal Swami’s wife,
Annu, alleged that police beat
him in the market and he col-
lapsed when he reached
home. Police have denied any
assault. The man’s postmor-
tem report said he died of
chronic diarrhoea and car-
diac arrest. A probe, however,
has been ordered by Howrah
police commissioner .

ADG (Meerut) Prashant
Kumar said that “disciplin-
ing disobedient crowds is the
biggest challenge in contain-
ing s Covid-19”.

Sudhanshu Sarangi, po-
lice commissioner (Bhuba-
neshwar and Cuttack), main-

tained that force was being
used to ensure lockdown “if
people don’t follow direc-
tions” and also “don’t disci-
pline themselves”.

Full report on www.toi.in

Cop: Disciplining
crowds is the

biggest challenge

New Delhi: India’s first imag-
es of the SARS-CoV2 under a
microscope are in — it’s round
like other coronaviruses,
about 70 to 80 nanometre (a hu-
man hair is about 80,000 nano-
metre) and has a cobbled sur-
face structure.

The findings have been
published in the ‘Indian Jour-
nal of Medical Sciences’ based
on a report by the National In-
stitute of Virology in Pune, the
nodal testing centre for Co-
vid-19 in India.

The specimen for these im-
ages were taken from the th-
roat swab of a woman in Kera-
la, India’s first confirmed Co-
vid-19 case. “A total of seven ne-
gative stained virus particles
having morphodiagnostic fea-
tures of a coronavirus-like
particle could be imaged in the
fields scanned,” the paper said.
“One particular virus particle
was very well preserved.”

Studying the structure is
crucial to understanding the
origin and, eventually, develop
vaccines to counter it. In the
long run, it also helps under-
stand its evolutionary rela-
tionship with other viruses.

In this sample, two struc-
tural features specific to the
novel coronavirus were ob-
served. When compared to oth-
er human viruses and corona-
viruses, the report said, this
sample had a shorter envelope
(within which lies a long
strand of RNA genome), at
about 15 nanometre.

Full report on www.toi.in

India’s 1st corona pics:
Round, cobbled surface
Rohan.Dua@timesgroup.com

UNDER LENS

A Ranchi man shows his bruises
after being beaten up by cops

New Delhi: Information &
broadcasting minister
Prakash Javadekar on Friday
said yesteryear classics,
Ramayan and Mahabharat,
will return to the television
screens from Saturday, a
move by the I&B ministry to
keep people entertained
during the 21-day lockdown,
reports Swati Mathur. He
said he was happy to make
the announcement
following public demand.
The pubcaster announced
while two episodes of
Ramayan will be telecast on
DD National daily at 9am and
at 9pm, two episodes of
Mahabharat will also be
aired everyday at 12 noon,
and at 7pm. 

Ramayan and
Mahabharat on
DD from today 

New Delhi: In the midst of lock-
down and the scare of coronavi-
rus spread, drug wholesalers,
distributors and retailers are
facing major disruptions in sup-
plies, especially to remote areas
and states which do not have
manufacturing units.

Drug manufacturers and re-
tailers said while warehouses
have stocks for around 15 days,
panic buying by people may lead
to shortage of essential and
commonly used medicines if
hurdles in supply chain contin-
ue. “Truckers are refusing to go
on long routes as they are being
harassed by police in the ab-
sence of enough curfew passes.
There is also shortage of food on
the route for the truckers,” said
Sandeep Nangia, President of
Delhi Chemists’ Association.

On Friday, availability of
medicines in retail outlets im-
proved in major metros such as
Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru.

Drug retailers
face disruption

in supplies
Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com
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New Delhi: Congress chief So-
nia Gandhi wrote to PM Naren-
dra Modi, urging immediate
help for migrant workers walk-
ing home, saying the purpose of
lockdown should not be defeated
by letting the poor bear its cost.
She said transport should be
made available to take the mi-
grants home and district collec-
tors should be made responsible
for those who cannot afford to
rent a guest house. The party
urged immediate government
focus on migrant workers forced
to trudge long distances to their
home towns and poor who are
going without daily needs dur-
ing the lockdown. TNN

Sonia: Focus 
on labourers

walking home

Vaibhav Ganjapure, 
Soumitra Bose & Mazhar Ali
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Lucknow: Veteran Samajwadi
Party leader Beni Prasad Verma
passed away after prolonged ill-
ness on Friday evening. He was
admitted to a private hospital in
Lucknow where he died. He was
79. Afounder member of SP,
Beni had parted ways with SP
patriarch Mulayam Singh Yadav
in 2009 to join the Congress. He
returned to SP in 2016 and was
presently a sitting MP in RS. TNN

SP founding member
Verma passes away

New Delhi: The Islamic State-
Khorasan Province has claimed
that Thursday’s suicide attack
on a Sikh gurdwara in Kabul,
which killed 25 people, was car-
ried out by one of its Indian
recruits, who has now been iden-
tified as Mohammad Muhsin
from Kasargod, Kerala. 

Muhsin, sources in Indian
agencies said, was named in the
IS message as Abu Khalid al-Hin-
di — which also claimed the

bombing as an act of revenge for
Kashmiri Muslims — but his re-
al identity was confirmed based
on his photograph released by

Al-Amaq News, a pro-IS media
outlet. The picture showed him
brandishing a gun and sur-
rounded by ammunition, with
an IS flag for the background. 

Sources said the NIA on Fri-
day corroborated Muhsin’s iden-
tity by getting in touch with his
family in Kasargod. More details
are expected after further probe.
There was no clarity on whether
a case would be registered. 

Initial probe showed that Mu-
hsin did not figure in any of the
existing cases being probed by
the NIA, relating to those from
Kerala who have travelled out of
the country so far to join IS.

Sources said Muhsin’s last
known location was the UAE,
where he had travelled to from
India in July 2018. “It is not
known how and when he trav-
elled further to reach Afghanis-

tan. A school dropout aged 28-29
years, Muhsin — given the ‘ku-
nya’ name Abu Khalid al-Hindi
— was allegedly one of the three
suspected attackers involved in
the Kabul gurdwara bombing.
“Neither was Muhsin on the NIA
radar nor had his parents ap-
proached the police/NIA to re-
port him as ‘missing’,” an offi-
cial told TOI.

Islamic State-Khorasan
Province, in its message publish-
ed on March 25, said the Indian
fighter Abu Khalid al-Hindi fired
upon “Sikh polytheists” in their
temple in Kabul, and detonated
explosive devices on Afghan se-
curity forces. The group said,
“This attack comes as revenge
for the Muslims in Kashmir, and
what is coming is more devastat-
ing and bitter, with permission
from Allah the Almighty.”

NIA Visits Muhsin’s
Family In Kasargod,
Say Sources; Was

Not On Radar
Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

Srinagar: A 25-year-old youth
was shot by terrorists in Redwa-
ni area of south Kashmir’s Kul-
gam district on Friday evening,
reports Saleem Pandit. The
youth later succumbed during
treatment. Police said unidenti-
fied terrorists fired upon the
youth, Mehrajuddin Bhat — an
auto driver by profession — and
critically injured him. 

Bhat was rushed to the pri-
mary health centre in Kulgam’s
Qaimoh area with five bullet
wounds in his arms and legs. He
was later referred to the govern-
ment medical college and hospi-
tal in Anantnag for treatment,
where he succumbed later in
the day. 

Soon after the attack, securi-
ty forces launched a search oper-
ation to trace the perpetrators.

Youth shot by
terrorists in

J&K’s Kulgam

New Delhi: The global eco-
nomic and social implica-
tions of the pandemic,
caused by Covid-19, have un-
derlined the need for inter-
national cooperation, in-
cluding institutional stren-
gthening of WHO, said the
government Friday. The as-
sertion came in the context
of India’s reiteration of
support to the Biological
and Toxin Weapons Con-
vention (BWC) on the 45th
anniversary of its coming
into force.

“India reiterates the
high importance that it has
always attached to the BWC
as the first global and non-
discriminatory disarma-

ment Convention, prohibit-
ing an entire category of
weapons of mass destruc-
tion. We give a high priority
to its universalisation and
full and effective implemen-
tation by all States Parties
to it,” said the government
in a statement.

On the economic impli-
cations of Covid-19, the gov-
ernment said these had hi-
ghlighted the need for
strengthening cooperation
among the “States Parties”
to the BWC aimed at full and
effective implementation
of the Convention in all its
aspects. “India has also
been highlighting the dan-
gers from the possible use,”
it said.

Full report on www.toi.in

Corona on mind, India
warns of bio weapons

Finance minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman on Thursday announ-
ced a one-time non-refundable

advance for provident fund subsc-
ribers, who can get up to 75% of
their contribution or three months
wages, whichever is lower.

Employees’ Provident Fund Or-
ganisation answers some queries.

� How will an EPFO subscriber
be able to use the facility?
Anadvance under the amended par-
agraph can be sought through the
same process by which all other ad-
vances are granted. No separate
procedure is prescribed. Members
can apply online.
� How long will it take EPFO to

process the loan application?
Will be done on top priority basis.
� How will the entitlement be
calculated?
Entitlements for advance are based
on PF salary (basic and dearness al-
lowance) which is uniform template
for calculation of all advances. 
� How do you propose to make
the payouts?
We need not sell assets for payouts.
Currently, cash flows are positive.
�How much will be the potential
outgo if all subscribers opt to
take non-refundable advance?
This amount will be known once the
claims start flowing but we will plan
to have sufficient cushion to address
the claim inflow. 

EPFO: Can apply online
for advance from corpus

At least 25 people were killed and
eight were injured in a suicide attack
at a Kabul gurdwara on Wednesday

Keralite among Af gurdwara attackers,
did it for ‘Muslims in Kashmir’, says IS

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

A16-year-old
tribal girl was

allegedly
gangraped by 10
persons in a
forest area in
Jharkhand’s
Dumka district on
Tuesday. The cri-
me came to light
on Thursday after
the girl lodged an
FIR. No arrests
have been made
in the case so far.
Dumka SP YS Ra-
mesh said, “Our
investigation is
on. We will soon
nab the culprits.”
He added that the
girl has been ad-
mitted to a near-
by hospital. TNN

Tribal teen
gangraped
by 10 in
Jharkhand

Aman, ident-
ified as Pra-

moj Hajra (45),
was allegedly
beaten to death in
the early hours of
Friday when he
and three of his
accomplices
allegedly broke
into a house to
commit theft in
Jharkhand’s
Dumka district.
While the others
managed to
escape, Hajra was
caught and thras-
hed by a group of
50 people, police
said, adding that
nothing was found
from Hajra’s
possession. TNN

‘Thief’ in
Jharkhand
lynched,
aides flee 
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HILL Lifecare Limited
(rU i 2r:ef2 m J"p (A Go r urent of India Emer:rdae)

CIN: U25193 KL 1966 GOI 00262 1

HLL Bhovan , Poojappuro , Thiruvananthapuram- 695 012,
Kerala , India. Tel: +91 471 2354949

r - 19)
Tender No. HLL/SD/RBD/2019-20/TENDER/ 15 DTD 05.03.2020

Amendment No 5
HLL Lifecare Ltd., a Mini Rata PSU under Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare , Govt. of India invites bids from the interested
manufactures / distributors for the supply of VENTILATORS as part
of COVI D -19 Emergency Procurement .
The tender is already published in ourwebsite www . lifecarehll .com
for emergency procurement of various items. The details for
ventilators along with specifications can be seen as perAmendment
No. 5. You may kindly refer the above website and may participate in
the tender. You may also provide your offer to below email ids;
sdcovidep .hIICdjIifecarehll.com , sdcovidep .hil(d?stmail.com
(Kindly continue to visit the above website for any updates I
additional products as partof COVI D-19 Emergency Procurement)
In case of any clarification with respect to this tender you may
contact the following officers:
Mr.AswinAS , Manager (Sourcing), Mob, 9400027975
Mr. Vinod G Pillai (Vice President-Sourcing), Mob: 7824001017

Vice President (Sourcing)

J 111111 "lot I W.

I . I K 1':' I r.'
77.= .71

Construction of New 300+ Bedded Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardiovascular
Sciences & Research Hospital Complex including required Engineering &
Hospital Serv ices at Humnabad Road , Kalaburagi , Karnataka.

SI. As already notified To be read asNo.

1 
Date of pre-bid meeting : 30.03.2020 at Date of pre-bid meeting : 30.04.2020
11.30 AM at SJICR , Bengaluru. at 11 .30 AM at SJICR, Bengaluru.
The last date for submission of tenders The last date for submission of tenders

2 through e-portal is 28.04.2020 at through e-portal is 15.05.2020 at
4.00 PM 4.00 PM

3 
Date of Techn ica l  Bid Opening : Date of Techn ica l  Bid Opening
29.04 .2020 at4 .00 PM 16.05 .2020 at 4.00 PM

If bidders have any queries/clarifications, please mail your letters to E-mail ID
directoraniayadevacardiology .com and siicrproiectengineer gmail.com
For further details , please log on to httas :/// eproc .karnatakagov.in

Sd/-
ChiefAdministrative Officer.

F7-7777.771 71111 RTTV
Corrigendum

Var ious parking tenders published by Delhi

Division which has to be open on different
dates of March , 2020 (31.03.2020) and
April , 2020 (03, 07 & 09.04.2020 ) has been
changed fordate ofopening oftender.
Now all parking tenders will fix to open on
20.04.2020. All other terms and conditions
will remain the same.
For more information , visit  at
www.ireDs .pov.in . tender websita of
Indian Railways No.; 23AC/393/Parking

T e n d e r / M i s t / 2 0 2 0  D a t e d  :
27 March 2020 903/2020

14Ij '

Office of the Superintending Engineer, Research Circle

Corrigendum No. 1 To
e-Tender Notice no. 06/SE (R)INHP/e-Tender/2019-20

The e-Tender Notice no . 06/SE (R)/ NHP/e-Tender/2019-20, Dated:
20.03 .2020 was floated for the Supply and Installation of Inductivel y
Coupled Plasma Optical Emission Spectrometer (ICP-OES) and Gas
Chromatography Mass Spectra (GCMS) in Uttarakhand Under
National Hydrology Project. In the unavoidable circumstances that
have arisen due to COVID-19 & nationwide lock down, the various
dates in respect of aforesaid e-Tender dated 20.03.2020 are being,
extended as follows:
Particulars As per bid Document AmendediEitended

Last date of online submission 31.03.2020, 2:00 PM 28.04.2020.2:00 PM
of clarification, if any
Pre-bid meeting 31.03.2020 2:30 PM 28.04.2020, 2:30 PM
Bid Submission Start Date 07.04.2020 , 3:00 PM 09.05.2020, 3:00 PM
Last date for down loading of bid 23.04.2020, 3:00 PM 26.05.2020, 3:00 P
document from www.uktenders.gov.in
Last date and time for bid
submission/uploading of bid on 23.04.2020, 3:00 PM 26.05.2020, 3:00
www. uktenders. ov,in
Time and date of opening of 23.04.2020, 3:30 PM 26.05.2020, 3:30 PM
Technical Bids
Date : 25.03 .2020 Superintending Engineer

PUBLIC NOTICE

TATA REALTY AND INFRASTRUCTURE LTD.

Notices is given to the puhlic at large that Mr Karon Singh . having his
address at House No. B 78, First Floor, B Block , Southend Floors, Sector
49, Gurugram 122001 Haryana (individual°), is an employco of Tata Realty
and Infrastructure Limited (" Company) and has been suspended with
effect from 6 January, 2020 . Pursuant to this suspension , all the authorities
and powers vested in the Individual to represent the Company before
various authorities as well as to enter into contracts, have been withdrawn
with immediate effect.

The public Is hereby Informed that the said Individual has no authority of
whatsoever nature to deal, transact, authorise, represent etc . the Company
and/or any of its officials. The public is hereby cautioned not to enter into
and/ or rely on the Individual for any transaction with respect to any matters
and properties of the Company. Any person dealing with him shall do so at
their own risks and consequences and the Company shall not be
responsible for such unauthorised acts or omissions , in any manner.

You may report any unauthorised act ivity of the Individual at Sanjeava
Singh at sanjeevasingh@taterealty.in

Thanking you,
Tate Realty and Infrastructure Limited

Date : 2711 March 2020

To book your advertisementnmmInter : .._._. .,.. cei9zTH8Mt
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I DELHI
FOR Sale, 3BHK furnished 200
Sq Yard , UG Floor. Sil t
p a r k i n g , L i f t , M o d e r n
Amenit i es , Punjabi Bagh.
Phone : 9999799620 , 9971237078

I GURGAON

1 Cr. Floor in South City -l,
Black B 240 yds Park Facing.
Direct approach from NH-8
key in hand , f l e x .  payment
ii Indo Scottish 9873629994

NORTH DELHI
8BHX Flat for Sale in Uttari
Pitampura, New Delhi Price
2.lOCr., Area 1450Sgft Call SP
Sawhney 995&573769

I NOIDA
FACTORY / Plots in Sec. 57/
450- 800/1200. 50/ 800/ 1800.
60/500/ 4000. 63, 64 / 250/450/
800/ 1000: 3200/ 4000.
65/100/200;'450. tt 9810496282

NEW allotment Resi . Plot in
61,250 , 441300/ 450 . 100/200
pay in Syrs & penthouse
3BHK in 61 & 4 BHK with SQ.
in 104 Noida . # 9810496262

SOUTH DELHI
7/34 B, 3rd Floor Jangpura-B.
NDelhi- 14 , 900 sgft., full terrace
rights , not freehold . Located in
South East Delhi . Expected
price -85 L,negotiable 9999722418

GKII 300 sq yds Ground Floor
4BHK ensuite, 2 yr old, Lift, 2
Parking, Back up Gen , 5 Cr.
O w n e r  W h a t s a p p
004479.49227627

WEST DELHI

FOR Sale 100 sq .yd Corner
Flat Top Floor with R/R
Eaat Pat e1 Nagar. 3/6R ,
2 Att . B/R built  on 200 sqyd .
# 981lq96145 , 981 IM125

GOA

PRIME Commercial Show-
room i n  PANAJ for Sale /
LEASE. Ground Floor,
Double Height / First Floor.
M: 9.561092576, 9312009111

TIMES inter To book your akfverdsemeM,1 k19¢78812 2

tender &
notices

I
This is for the information of General Public that our client
M/s. Devi Developers Private Limited, (formerly Known as
Mls. Pa ru l  D e v e l o p e r s  Pvt .  L t d . )  C I N -
U51109DL2000PTC105889 , is the owner and in
possession of the Residential Property, admeasuring 867
sq yrds , bearing number 13, Block number 171 together
with the entire structure standing thereon, situated in
Sunder Nagar, New Delhi -110003 ("Said Property '), and
has lost all the original title documents and other relevant
ancillary documents in relation to the Said Property. In this
regard a Police Complaint has also been lodged, bearing
Diary No. 17A, dated 17 March 2020, at Police Station
Hazrat Nizamuddin , New Delhi.
Any person(s), individual , association, company, firm ,
bank , financial institution , LLP, OPC or legal entity finding
the same documents/ papers in relation to the Said
Property, is requested to contact the undersi gned within 15
(fifteen) days from the date of publication of this Public
Notice with all such relevant documents. In the event any
person acts on the basis of the aforesaid documents ,
he/she/it will be doing so at his/herlits own risk and would
be subjected to legal consequences.
If any person(s) having any sort of right , claim, title or
interest in the said subject property under or on the basis of
the said lost/misplaced original documents mentioned
hereinabove, or otherwise may put forth his/herlits claim to
the undersigned within 15 (fifteen) days from the
publication of this notice and thereafter no claim shall be
entertained , in future.

KOMI i i LLP

7 401114151 5W I R 4M It 41515318

1=I NOVENA PRAYERS
THANK you Holy Spirit for
favours granted. Holy Spirit
van who ma k e s  me se e
eve ry th ing  and shows me the
way to reach my ideal , you who
gives are the  d i v i n e  gift to
forgive ana forget all the wrong
that is done to me and you who
are In all instances of my life
w i t h  me. I , in t h i s  short
dialogue, want to thank you for
everything,  and affirm once
more that I never want to be
separated f rom you no matter
how great the material desires
may be. I want to be with you
and my loved ones in your
perpetual glory. To that  end
and submitting to God's holy
will , I ask from you..(mentton
your favour). Amen . Say this
prayer 3 times a day for 3 days.

Book your
Services ads
For eryquery, aII -

Rajeev :
9560002888

Arran :
9312633518

Tf.1S inter+'.

Book your
Newspaper Ads

in just 3 easy steps
. log o1 to

from your
Cfsu 7 or C'"?CAII o

5o,:k _

Readars are recommended to make appropriate
enqures and seek appropriate advice before

Ins.nr.t- sendng money, incurring any expenses , acting onrnntm
medical recommendal ons or enterinc into any
commitment n relation to any adverisement
published in this publication The Times Of India
Group doesn't vouch fcr any claims made by the
Advertisers of products and services. The Printer,
Publisher Editor , and Dvmers of The T mes Of India
Group publicatons sha l not be held lable for any
consequences in the event sucrl claims are not
honoured bytheAdvertisers
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I
With profound grief, we regret to inform you about the sad demise of

Maj Surinder Kumar Bakshi
3. 10.1938 - 25.3.2020

In the wake of outbreak of COVID-19 and the
ongoing restriction on mass gatherings we
request friends and well wishers to please pray
fcr the departed soul from their respective
homes taking good care of their health. Prayer
meeting scheduled for 28.03.2020 will now be
held at a later date once the situation normalizes

1' nt and shall be informed accordingly.

In Grief
Rakshi Family

K-1466 , Ansals Palam Vihar, Gurgaon Mobile No. 9811037379

air-

Late Dr. Om Prakash Jain
Founder Chairman, Vanasthali Group of Schools

(0 1 10411931-2P0312020)
With profound grief, we inform the sad demise of our beloved father
Dr. Om Prakash Jain on 27 March 2020 at 09:46 a.m.
Due to the present scenario we will not be able to hold prayer meeting.

May Almighty give rest & peace to departed soul
Sorrowing famil y:

Vinod & Shashi Jain Son & Daughter in Law
Rajiv & Anuradha Jain Son & Daughter in Law
Manuj & Neha Jain Grand Son & Granddaughter in Law
Rahul & Sana Jain Grand Son & Granddaughter in Law
Ankur &Atika Jain Grand Son & Granddaughter in Law
Rohit Jain Grand Son
& Entire Family of VANASTHALI SCHOOL-Delhi, Vaishali, Vasundhara
Noida & Gr. Noida

Residence - C 54, B13, Sector 61 , Noida , U.P.
Mob.: 8860626554 , 9312550319

TIMES TRIBUTES
.

TOID Cap ital + NBT (Delhi+NCR) 1295
TOID Full Run ##+ NBT (Delhi+NCR) 1360
THE TIMES OF INDIA (Delhi+NCR) 780
THE TIMES OF INDIA (Delhi) Full Run## 900
NAVBHARAT TIMES (Delhi+NCR) 595

THE ECONOMIC TIMES ( Delhi+NCR) 715

SANDHYA TIMES (Delhi) 100

I- 'Placement on specified obit pages only l- This rate benefit is extended up till
the size of 320 sq. cm only. #N Full run includes Delhi City + NCR (Including
Gurgaon + Noida ) + Chandi garh + Western lIP. + Ilttarakhand T01 Capital
(Delhi & NCR) Includes TOI Gurgaon & TOI Noida .
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tt tOAIOUR COURAGE

Visa.. W"& east help

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.

Little moments that make life beautiful.
Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.

Colleagues. With all those whose lives the departed Soul has
touched. Because while life goes on, when you

share memories , they stay on forever.

Total s Cc
Publications Outlay vxu a o r
The Times of Ind ia Delhi /NCR S 6BOO
T01+NBT (Delh i/NCR) 8, 800 n°gae 

r_.r

TOI+ET(0c( hi NCR) 6, 600
Maxmom 'Q line

L 

For any information call
Swarup: 9873886880
Vinod: 9958992088

To pay tributes, log on to
http://tributes.timesofmdia.com

Lzgw t
In Loving memory of

OUR BELOVED MRS NEETA YADAY
L I Oh Scp 1958 -28 Mar 2016)

1 I t  has been four long
years when suddenly VOL)

9y: fell asleep without any
farewell words or even a
Goodbye. Words fal l

,hort to describe, the char ismat ic  devoted
w ife , loving mother and a d i r ' l i r ig  rani  you
were . We will always be et e r n a l l y grateful to
you for beinga part of our I ives. No t  even a mi-
nu te  passes without remember ing you. May
you continue to spread the fragrance of love
and kindness wherever you are. May God hold
yon lovingly, as we do in ourfond memories at
a i l l i n i  I ) i e r i l y n t i s , r d a n r l m n ur n er l h y l t r i g
I) N Y al a y . Ai c l h i  & I' _ a , h a r r t . NI iv i &  Uh r u v .



Can blood from coronavi-
rus survivors help other
people fight the illness?

Doctors in New York will soon
be testing the idea in hospitali-
sed patients. Blood from peo-
ple who have recovered can be
a rich source of antibodies,
proteins made by the immune
system to attack the virus. The
part of the blood that contains
antibodies, convalescent plas-
ma, has been used for decades
to treat infectious diseases. 

David Reich, president of
Mount Sinai Hospital, which
will be using the treatment, sa-
id it would be tried for hospita-
lised patients who had a mode-
rate form of the disease and
had trouble breathing but not
for those who are in advanced

stages of the disease. Res-
earchers at Mount Sinai were
among the first in the US to de-
velop a test that can detect anti-
bodies in recovering patients,

an essential part of this treat-
ment strategy. On Tuesday, the
FDA allowed for the plasma to
be used experimentally on an
emergency basis. NYT

Blood plasma from survivors
will be given to patients in US 
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DEFYING GENDER NORMS, HARRY STYLES DONS
FISHNETS ON THE COVER OF A BEAUTY MAGAZINE

TRUST IN DREAMS, FOR
IN THEM IS HIDDEN THE
GATE TO ETERNITY 

— KHALIL GIBRAN

DEMI LOVATO, JUSTIN BIEBER AND OTHER CELEBS DONATE
FOOD TO PEOPLE IN NEED DURING COVID-19 LOCKDOWN

Britain’s Prince Harry and
his wife Meghan Markle

have reportedly shifted out of
Canada permanently with their
10-month-old son Archie and
set up their new base in Los
Angeles. They plan to settle in
the US and have entered
self-isolation in a secluded
compound near Hollywood.
They are believed to have used
a private jet to fly out of Cana-
da ahead of a complete border

lockdown as part of measures
to contain the spread of the
coronavirus pandemic. “Harry
and Meghan have left Canada
now for good,” a source told
‘The Sun’ newspaper.

UK police use drones 
to stop dog walkers 
British police faced criticism on
Friday for using “over-the-top”
methods to maintain a corona-
virus lockdown, after officers
armed with new powers deplo-
yed drones to detect walkers
far from home. Social media
users compared their actions to
“the Stasi”, East Germany’s
notorious state police.

AROUND THE WORLD

ASH CLOUD RISING: Indonesia’s most active volcano Mount Merapi
erupted on Friday, shooting a column of ash some 5,000 metres
(16,000 feet) into the air in its second major eruption this month. Ash
and sand covered areas several kilometres away from the peak of
the rumbling crater near Indonesia’s cultural capital Yogyakarta

‘Harry, Meghan
leave Canada to
set up base in US’

AFP

US TOPS WORLD IN CORONA CASES
Chidanand.Rajghatta

@timesgroup.com

Washington: The US on Fri-
day suffered the ignominy of
now hosting the most corona-
virus infections in the worldas
the number of cases neared
1,00,000 in the country — more
than in China where the virus
Covid-19 originated — or Italy,
with worldwide fatalities now
surpassing more than 2,000
per day. To put that in perspec-
tive, about 3,200 people die in
road accidents across the
world every day, but the Co-
vid-19 deaths have been ticking
up from less than 100 a day at
the start of March to more
than 2700 on Thursday alone.

Overall, the US has re-
ported 94,238 confirmed
cases and 1,438 deaths, ac-
cording to a count kept by
Johns Hopkins University.

Meanwhile, US Congress
gave its final approval on Fri-
day to the largest economic

stimulus package in modern
American history, a $2 trillion
measure designed to respond
to the coronavirus pandemic
and deliver direct payments
and jobless benefits for individ-
uals, money for states and a
huge bailout fund for business-
es battered by the crisis.

The House approved the

measure by voice vote, after
leaders in both parties de-
flected an effort by Represen-
tative Thomas Massie, a Ken-
tucky Republican with a pen-
chant for using procedural
manoeuvers to try to block
legislation, to force a record-
ed vote requiring lawmakers
to register their positions in-

dividually. It now heads to
President Trump’s desk, wh-
ere he is expected to sign it.

The legislation would send
direct payments of $1,200 to
millions of Americans. It
would substantially expand
jobless aid, providing an addi-
tional 13 weeks and a four-
month enhancement of bene-

fits, and for the first time would
extend the payments to free-
lancers and gig workers.

Massie, who claims a sci-
ence degree from MIT, argued
that a $6 trillion stimulus (com-
bining all the packages so far)
that would, according to his
calculation, saddle 350 million
Americans each with $ 17000 in
debt ($68,000 for family of four)
is “not a good deal.” Trump
criticised Massie for opposing
the bill. “Looks like a third rate
Grandstander named @RepT-
homasMassie... wants to vote
against the new Save Our Wo-
rkers Bill in Congress. He just
wants the publicity. He can’t
stop it, only delay, which is both
dangerous & costly. Workers &
small businesses need money
now in order to survive. Virus
wasn’t their fault. It is “HELL”
dealing with the Dems, had to
give up some stupid things in
order to get the “big picture”
done. 90% GREAT! WIN BACK
HOUSE, but throw Massie out

of Republican Party!” he tweet-
ed earlier in the day.

The president also lashed out
at some US companies for not
voluntarily meeting the demand
for ventilators, threatening to in-
voke the defense production act
which would be tantamount to
nationalization by virtue of forc-
ing them to make government
mandated goods. “General Mo-
tors MUST immediately open
their stupidly abandoned Lord-
stown plant in Ohio, or some oth-
er plant, and SxTART MAKING
VENTILATORS, NOW!!!!!! FO-
RD, GET GOING ON VENTILA-
TORS, FAST!!!!!!” he tweeted.

New York governor An-
drew Cuomo said the state
plans to build eight temporary
hospitals to meet an expected
surge in patients. He said 44,635
people have tested positive in
New York, up about 7,400 from
Thursday, and that 519 have
died from the virus, up from the
previous day’s 385 deaths.

With inputs from agencies

Nearly 1,00,000 Now Infected; Congress Clears $2Tn Relief Package

Deaths surged in Italy and
Spain on Friday, trou-
bling new outbreak sites

bubbled in the United States,
and British PM Boris Johnson
became the first leader of a ma-
jor country to test positive for
the coronavirus that has sick-
ened more than a half-million
people worldwide.

Italy recorded its single
biggest rise in deaths, with 969
more victims, to bring its total
number of fatalities to 9,134.
The country now has 86,498
cases. surpassing China to re-
cord the grim distinction of the
second-most infections in the
world, behind the US.

Johnson’s office said he
was tested after showing mild
symptoms for the coronavirus
and is self-isolating and con-
tinuing to lead Britain’s re-
sponse to the pandemic. “Be in
no doubt that I can continue,
thanks to the wizardry of mod-
ern technology, to communi-
cate with all my top team, to
lead the national fightback
against coronavirus,” John-
son said in a video message,
adding that he had a temper-
ature and persistent cough.

Several weeks ago, John-
son had pledged he would ``go
on shaking hands with every-
body.” Johnson, 55, was the
first leader of a major nation
known to have contracted Co-
vid-19; German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel has been in isola-
tion since her doctor tested pos-
itive for the virus, but her first
two tests have been negative.

Earlier this week Bri-
tain’s Prince Charles said he
had tested positive. Bucking-
ham Palace said on Friday
that Queen Elizabeth, who
last saw Johnson on March 11,
remains in good health. 

British health secretary

Matt Hancock, who has been at
the forefront of the nation’s re-
sponse to the outbreak, also
was confirmed to have the vi-
rus. Britain has 14,735 cases
and 761people have died.

Spain’s health ministry re-
ported another 7,800 infections
overnight for a total of 64,059.
Deaths climbed by 769 to 4,858
— the world’s second-highest
total after Italy’s 8,214 fatalities.

The situation in countries
with more fragile health care
infrastructure worsened,
with Russia, Indonesia and
South Africa all passing the
1,000-infection mark. South
Africa also announced its
first two deaths from the vi-
rus as it began a three-week
lockdown. Russia ramped
up testing this week after
widespread criticism of in-
sufficient screening.

In China, where the vi-
rus was first believed to have
started, the National Health
Commission on Friday re-
ported 55 new cases, 54 of
them imported infections.
China is barring most for-
eigners from entering. AP

THE MOUNTAINS ARE CALLING... TO KEEP #HOPE AND #STAYHOME: Swiss authorities are lighting up
one of their most famed landmarks, the Matterhorn, to show solidarity in the fight against the coronavirus.
Local officials in the nearby town of Zermatt have authorised light artist Gerry Hofstetter to splash the
Alpine peak each night with words and images of encouragement. Images on the snow-capped summit so
far have shown a heart, the Swiss flag, and messages like ‘#hope’ and ‘#stayhome’ 
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Countries Infected Death

United States 94,238 1,438
Italy 86,498 9,134
China 81,897 3,296
Spain 64,059 4,934
Germany 49,344 304
Iran 32,332 2,378
France 29,591 1,698
United Kingdom  14,735 761
Switzerland 12,928 231
South Korea  9,332 139

176
countries/
regions hit

576,859+
infected globally

26,455+
have died

128,377+ 
have recovered

TRACKING OUTBREAK

Source: Johns Hopkins 
University

Aglobal shortage of cond-
oms is looming, the worl-

d’s biggest producer said, aft-
er a virus lockdown forced it to
shut down production. Malay-
sia’s Karex Bhd makes one in
every five condoms globally. It
has not produced a single
condom from its three facto-
ries in the past 10 days. That’s
already a shortfall of 100
million condoms, marketed
internationally by brands such
as Durex, supplied to state
healthcare systems such as
Britain’s NHS or distributed by
aid programmes such as the
UN Population Fund. REUTERS

Lockdown may
trigger a global
condom shortage

Medical Detection Dogs,
a British charity, has

teamed up with scientists to
see whether dogs could help
detect Covid-19 through th-
eir keen sense of smell. It fol-
lows previous research into
dogs’ ability to sniff out mal-
aria and is based on a belief
that each disease triggers a
distinct odour. REUTERS

Dogs being trained
to sniff out virus

Jerusalem: Ending a year-
long political impasse, Israel
inched towards forming a
new unity government with
PM Benjamin Netanyahu's
main challenger, former ar-
my Chief Benny Gantz of the
Blue and White party, rea-
ching a deal with
him. The unsig-
ned deal, as per
local media re-
ports, ensures
Netanyahu’s
continuity at the
helm of the affa-
irs for the first 18
months after which he will be
replaced by Gantz.

Netanyahu last July beca-
me the longest serving PM in
the country’s history but has
failed to win a clear mandate
in the last three elections, all
held in a span of less than a ye-
ar. The former Israel defence
forces chief of staff was elec-
ted the speaker of the Knesset
(Israeli parliament) on Thurs-

day, in a surprise move, with
the support of Netanyahu led
right-wing bloc, a develop-
ment that left his own Blue
and White party in tatters and
an eventual split.

Former finance minister,
Yair Lapid, whose Yesh Atid

party was a ma-
jor alliance
partner in the
Blue and White
party led the
charge against
Gantz accusing
him of “betray-
al to voters and a

theft of votes”. “We ran toget-
her because Benny Gantz loo-
ked me in the eye and said he
would never sit in this bad go-
vernment. I believed him.”
Lapid said at a joint press con-
ference with fellow Blue &
White leader, Moshe Ya’alon,
aformer defence minister, 

Gantz is likely to serve as
Netanyahu’s Number 2 for
the first 18 month s. PTI

Netanyahu, rival
Gantz agree deal for
unity govt in Israel

Roisin O’Connor

Bob Dylan has released a
surprise track — his
first original song in

eight years —about the 1963
assassination of former US
President John F Kennedy.

Little detail was given
about the surprise track,
which runs for more than 17
minutes, except for a brief
statement from Dylan him-
self: “Greetings to my fans
and followers with gratitu-
de for all your support and
loyalty over the years. This
is an unreleased song we re-
corded a while back that
you might find interesting.
Stay safe, stay observant
and may God be with you.
Bob Dylan” Variety reports
that a Dylan representative
said this was the only infor-
mation he or his team wo-
uld release about the song.

His last album of original
material, Tempest, was rele-

ased in 2012. Dylan’s latest re-
lease will no doubt fuel ru-
mours that he is planning a
new album of original songs,
although to date there has be-
en no confirmation of this.

The song’s lyrics frequ-
ently allude to Sixties events
and pop culture, such as:
“The Beatles are coming,
they’re gonna hold your
hand” and “I’m going to Wo-
odstock, it’s the Aquarian
age / Then I’ll go to Altamont
and stand near the stage.” He
refers to the killing of JFK
“right there in front of every-
one’s eyes” as the “greatest
magic trick”. THE INDEPENDENT

Bob Dylan releases
first song in 8 years,
17-min track on JFK

Kabul: After months of delibe-
ration, Afghan President Ash-
raf Ghani on Friday announ-
ced his 21-member team to ne-
gotiate peace with the Taliban,
only to have his political oppo-
nent reject it as not inclusive
enough. Afghanistan’s political
turmoil has impeded each ten-
tative step toward negotiations
with the Taliban that are suppo-
sed to come next under a peace
deal that Washington signed
with the insurgents last month.

The deal calls for the even-
tual withdrawal of all 13,000 US
soldiers from Afghanistan in
exchange for guarantees from
the Taliban to fight other mili-
tant groups, including the Isla-
mic State group. The deal has
been touted as Afghanistan’s
best chance yet of ending its re-
lentless wars. But Ghani and
his opponent, Abdullah Abdul-
lah, have been locked in a po-
wer struggle that US secretary
of state Mike Pompeo could not
resolve during his visit to Ka-
bul earlier this week. AP

Political turmoil
in Kabul dogs
negotiations
with Taliban

OTHER TOP STORIES

WALL STREET’S EINSTEIN HIT:
Peter Tuchman, dubbed the
‘most photographed trader on
Wall Street’, has tested positive
for Covid-19. The NYSE trader,
who calls himself the ‘Einstein
of Wall Street’, revealed the
diagnosis on Instagram with
the picture of a Corona Extra
beer bottle and an emoticon 

AP

VIRAL BRIEFS

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

As the US overtook China
as the country with the
largest number of Co-

vid-19 cases, the US depart-
ment of state put out a call for
medical professionals seek-
ing to work in the US on a
work or exchange visitor vi-
sa, particularly those work-
ing to treat or mitigate the ef-
fects of the corona epidemic.
It added that foreign medical
professional already in the US
can get their visas extended.

The notice suggested that
those interested should reach
out to the nearest embassy or
consulate to request a visa ap-
pointment for H or J category.
Judging by the Facebook page
of the US state department, the
call for medical professionals
has generated much interest in
several countries. People seem
to be making desperate at-

tempts to get in touch with the
local US embassy or consulate
with little success as they seem
to be shut down, probably in
the wake of Covid-19.

Many on social media also
reacted with sarcastic com-
ments about the US suddenly
wanting immigrants and how
this was clearly poaching med-
ical professionals from other
countries at a time of health
emergency for most countries.

Strangely, the link to the
state department announcem-
ent was not working anymore
by late evening. By then, it had
been reported on by news out-
lets in several countries and
was still available on the state
department’s Facebook page.

The US, the UK and Canada
in particularhave been accused
of “robbing” poorer countries
of their skilled manpower, espe-
cially doctors and nurses who
are expensive to train.

US seeks health staff
from across the globe

Netanyahu & Benny Gantz 

The US House of Representatives on Friday approved a $2 trillion aid
package — the largest in American history — to help individuals and
companies cope with an economic downturn caused by the coronavirus 

AFP

Omer Farooq Khan TNN

Islamabad: The number of
coronavirus cases in Pakistan
rose to 1,300 after more people
were tested positive for the dis-
ease across the country on Fri-
day. There are fears that limited
testing is understating the true
scale of the outbreak. Without
any official announcement by
PM Imran Khan-led governme-
nt, the country is in a lockdown
with only grocery and medical
stores allowed to stay open. 

Meanwhile, people cr-
owded into mosques on Friday,
fuelling fears of a health crisis.
In contrast to many other Mus-
lim countries, Pakistani clerics
and government officials have
refused to close mosques. 

Mosques open
in Pak despite
virus threats

Los Angeles: Actor Mark
Blum, best known for featuring

in movie s such
as “Desperately
Seeking Su-
san” and “Cro-
codile Dun-
dee”, has died
of complica-

tions from Covid-19. He was
69.The news of his death was
shared by Rebecca Damon, the
executive vice-president of
Screen Actors Guild - Ameri-
can Federation of Television
and Radio Artists.

Blum started his career in
the 1970s and made a mark on
theatre scene with critically-
acclaimed performance in Pla-
ywrights Horizons production
of Albert Innaurato’s “Gus and
Al”. In Hollywood, Blum is best
known for portraying the hus-
band of Rosanna Arquette’s
character in 1985’s “Desperate-
ly Seeking Susan”. PTI

Veteran actor
Mark Blum

dies of virus

HE’S BACK: Bob Dylan 

Reuters

Several weeks ago, Boris John-
son had pledged he would ‘go on
shaking hands with everybody’.
Johnson, 55, is the first leader of
a major nation known to have
contracted Covid-19. British
health secretary Matt Hancock
(L) also was confirmed to have
tested positive for the virus

Reuters

Tehran: Standing over the
still body of an intubated 5-ye-
ar-old boy wearing nothing
but a plastic diaper, an Iranian
health care worker in a haz-
mat suit and mask begged the
public for just one thing: Stop
drinking industrial alcohol
over fears about the new 
coronavirus. The boy, now
blind after his parents gave
him toxic methanol in the
mistaken belief it protects
against the virus, is just one
of hundreds of victims of an
epidemic inside the pandemic
now gripping Iran.

Iranian media report near-
ly 300 people have been killed
and more than 1,000 sickened
so far by ingesting methanol
across the Islamic Republic.
An Iranian doctor helping the
country’s health ministry sa-
id on Friday the problem was
even greater, giving a death
toll of around 480 with 2,850
people sickened. AP

Hundreds die in
Iran from drinking

methanol amid
virus cure reports 

Researchers from University of Oxford have started screening
healthy volunteers (aged 18-55) for the trial of a vaccine that

prevents Covid-19. The vaccine, ChAdOx1nCoV-19, is an
intramuscular injection that uses a harmless, non-replicating virus
to carry RNA (genetic instructions) from the coronavirus into the
body’s cells. Once inside, the body’s cells release proteins that
trigger the immune system without causing any illness. The vaccine
is already in production but won’t be ready for some weeks still.
“The team will enroll healthy volunteers aged between 18 – 55, who,
if they pass screening, will be the first humans to test the new
vaccine,” the varsity said. The trial will recruit up to 510 volunteers.

Chethan Kumar TNN

Oxford university recruiting volunteers
for first human trials of Covid-19 vaccine

President Xi Jinping told US
President Trump during a

phone call on Friday that he
would have China’s support in
fighting the coronavirus. Xi’s
offer of assistance came amid a
long- running war of words bet-
ween Beijing and Washington.
Trump later tweeted, “China
has been through much & has
developed a strong
understanding of the virus We
are working closely together.
Much respect!” REUTERS

Xi offers Trump help
in fight against virus 

Italy records highest
daily jump in deaths,
British PM tests +ve

CCI NG 3.7 Product: TOIMumbaiBS PubDate: 28-03-2020 Zone: MumbaiCity Edition: 1 Page: TOIMOPED User: rohit.bundelkhandi Time: 03-28-2020 00:42 Color: CMYK



Most people are staying home,
complying with the 21-day lock-
down advised by the government

of India. There are some other countries,
too, where a similar situation prevails, due
to the pandemic caused by the novel coro-
navirus outbreak that has taken thousands
of lives and rendered others ill, worldwide. 

Since we are prevented from rushing
outside, let us venture on a pilgrimage
inside, deep into the deepest within me –
the divine gift ‘I’ that, according to the
Bible, is an image of Divinity. The Upa-
nishads speak of the Atman that “must be
seen, must be listened to, must be thought
about, must be contemplated”. Haven’t i
egotistically shut out or stifled that Atman?

Corona, in Latin, means ‘crown’.
Crowns belong to God, Ishwar, Allah – the
Absolute, nurturing our cosmos. The
psalmist says that God has placed human
beings “little lower than God, and crowned

them with glory and honour”. As created
beings, we’ve dethroned God and crowned
ourselves as demigods with material
attachments and power. These crowns have
crumbled. 

We feel secure invoking the Ultimate in
places of worship. Most religions teach
that God is Spirit and Truth: accessible
anytime, everywhere, by everyone.
So, rather than bemoaning the
shutdown of sacred places,
may we feel at home with
God, while our homes 
become domestic shrines,
perhaps with candles, diyas
or agarbattis illuminating
the Divinity within.

WhatsApp keeps us abreast of what’s
happening, worldwide: number of deaths
going up, robots serving food in Wuhan,
Korean medicos dressed like astronauts
ministering the sick, infected patients
gasping for breath in overcrowded ICUs
across Europe and Californians rushing to

Christ’s passion, death and rising. We come
face-to-face with two crowned characters:
Jesus Christ and Pontius Pilate. Captive
Christ stands tall with his inner, spiritual
authority, while Roman Governor Pilate
brags of his imperial power. Christ is
crowned with thorns; Pilate, clad in gold.
While Jesus is bathed in blood, Pilate
washes his bloodied hands, declaring, “I’m
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it
yourselves!” Many now revere Christ as
the risen king wearing the “crown of
eternal life”.

Masks, handwashes, sanitisers, 
closedowns and distances call for unma-
sking of pretenses, soul-cleansing, purging
of prejudices, openness and intimacy with
God, Atman, others, and Mother Earth.
Covid-19 imposes a crown of thorns upon
our swollen heads, but our cooperations and
co-vitality throughout 2020 might raise us,
not mere victims but victors over corona –
destroying our man-made, infected corona-
tions, too – to attain that “crown of glory”.

buy guns in case goods run out and goons
run amuck. All this has led to pleas for
social distancing to prevent further spread
of disease.

Viruses don’t discriminate between
President and pauper; to viruses, all are the
same, rich or poor, male or female, western

or eastern. ICUs could make us assure
one another, “I See You” as sister,

brother, friend, closely connec-
ted. Mother Earth invites us to
open up despite closedowns –
to breathe deeply and savour
the once-silenced symphony of
insects and birds. The swans at
Venice and otters of Singapore
are reclaiming their habitats,

news reports say. Homebound humanity is
letting Nature breathe free once again with
clearer skies, cleaner water bodies and
surroundings, unplucked flora, and fauna
venturing out of truncated habitats. 

Christians are currently observing
Lent, in preparation for the Holy Week of

Sanctity Of Holy Week And The Crown Of Glory
Francis Gonsalves

Reserve Bank of India’s monetary policy committee on Friday
lowered the repo rate by 0.75% to 4.4%, supplementing it by
measures to enhance the flow of cheap credit along with a

three month moratorium on repayment of long duration loans. The
far-reaching package aims to combat the economic fallout of the 
Covid-19 outbreak. The sense of urgency in RBI’s response showed
up when it opted to advance its scheduled MPC meeting by a week to

announce these measures. In terms of intent, the
central bank has signalled it will pull out all
stops to combat an unprecedented crisis.

The highlight of this package is that RBI 
has chosen to prioritise financial stability. A
lockdown, which effectively brings economic 
activity to a shuddering halt, will ripple out into
the financial system. Even sound firms will
struggle to meet payments and this will rattle an
already fragile financial sector. In this context
the moratorium on repayments, including on 

home loans, will provide space for the system to recover.
The steps to boost the flow of credit will act as a force multiplier to

an interest rate cut. These steps have created a potential extra 
liquidity of Rs 3.74 lakh crore, with a big chunk earmarked towards
bank investment in high quality corporate debt. Over the last two
months RBI’s liquidity injection comes to about 3.2% of GDP. Now,
government needs to back this with a fiscal response.

Whatever It Takes
RBI tries to arrest an economic slide

Sacredspace
Only Connect!

Three things are important: sachai,
safai and sadgi, that is, truthfulness,

cleanliness and simplicity. 
Only when your mind, body and 

soul are truthful and clean can you
connect with Divinity. Always be

grateful to the Supreme Power, then,
you will never experience doubt.

Rajyogini Dadi Janki
1916—27.03.20

The success of lockdown measures to beat Covid-19 boils down
to the availability of essential commodities. Huge supply
chain disruptions have occurred since the lockdown 

announcement, perhaps on account of functionaries lower down
the official hierarchy failing to grasp the full spectrum of dos and
don’ts in this situation. As a result truckers are stranded on 
highways and border checkposts and delivery personnel have faced
police lathi blows despite Centre’s diktat to keep essential services
afloat. Literal interpretations of orders for people to stay indoors
led to this pass. Course correction must begin immediately.

Allowing police to discriminate between what goods should or 
should not move forgets that supply 
chains are integrated. Police competence
is another issue. Supply bottlenecks at
manufacturers’ or retailers’ ends will
both result in shortfalls. Government
must allow the logistics industry full
freedom to operate and move their 
goods, trusting that market dynamics
will influence what moves and what 
doesn’t. Alongside, there needs to be a 

liberalised and sensitive regime for movement of people in transport
and logistics – if their movements are restricted, then goods won’t move
either. Many truckers are even abandoning trucks for reasons like
non-availability of support infrastructure like dhabas along highways.
Delivery personnel at the retail end also need assurances and assistance.
Due to the lockdown induced scarcity, prices are shooting up.

Well stocked shops and hassle-free deliveries will have a salutary
effect. If people are to remain at home and cooperate during the
lockdown, essential goods must be available to them. E-commerce
must be enabled, not disabled. Central and state governments as
well as local authorities must prevent any kind of harassment of
citizens. Panic or resentment forcing people to hit the streets in 
droves will defeat the social distancing measures undertaken at 
extraordinary economic and humanitarian cost. 

Unshackle Them
Essential supply chains caught in lockdown tangle

The US and China had just about declared truce in their trade
war through a phase I deal in January when the coronavirus
hit. Now, even as they fight a common threat, the ‘war’ has 
shifted to the realm of propaganda: China is aggressively 
touting its success in containing the virus, while the US seeks
to name and shame Beijing on its origin.

This should have been a time for a concerted international response; instead
we are witnessing national fightbacks, many of them flailing, with no sign of a
concerted global response. Presidents Xi Jinping and Donald Trump had their
first phone conversation yesterday, over 10 weeks after the gravity of the situation
was revealed and the conversation was general, rather than on the specifics of a
concerted response using the vast S&T resources of the two nations.

The G7 meeting this week failed to come up with a customary joint 
statement because the US insisted on reference to the “Wuhan virus”. The G20
meeting that followed did mention the importance of world trade but in 
passing, and pledged $5 trillion to spur economic recovery. In the words of a 
former IMF economist, its statement was “long on generalities, short on speci-
fics”. A report says that the US insistence on explicitly stating that the virus
originated in Wuhan has stalled a joint declaration at the UN Security Council.

The US and China are in a Thucydides trap and the Covid-19 pandemic has
worsened the situation. The geopolitical contest and the pandemic, if prolonged,
could upend the world that we have known.

The two countries have moved from being trade partners and collaborators to
strategic competitors, a situation that has made international governance more
difficult. Their conflict is around technology, the most visible being 5G. The US is
moving to restrict export of a range of “foundational technologies” with dual civil

and military applications – such as biotechnology, advanced
surveillance, 3D printing, artificial intelligence and robotics.

The aim is to constrain the Chinese challenge to US 
technological supremacy, but this could impede US innova-

tion because of the level of interconnectedness between the two countries. 
There has been a lot of talk of decoupling, but that’s a lot of hype. What we

could be seeing is a derisking strategy by countries and companies who think
they have become too dependent on China. The Covid crisis will add new 
industries like pharmaceuticals to the list. And what we may see is the building
up of redundancies to make our systems more resilient. 

A cooperative approach could make that process benign, a combative one
will plunge us into deeper waters. The US and Europe are still struggling to meet
the twin challenge of containing the virus and keeping their huge economies
afloat. Beijing may have controlled the epidemic and gotten its economy going
again, but the reality is that China alone cannot pull the global economic engine.
With 38% of its exports destined for the US and Europe, China knows that the
economic health of both regions is vital for its own well-being. In turn these 
regions cannot be unaware of the importance of China to their own economies.

The responses of various countries to the economic challenge of the virus
have been national. The US’s $2.2 trillion stimulus will just about prevent a 
social welfare disaster, not revive its economy. India’s modest Rs 1.7 trillion
package is unlikely to even address the social distress resulting from the 
outbreak. As for the G20’s $5 trillion, well, that’s all it is, a promise. 

But first things first. Addressing the economic challenge of Covid-19 is 
important, but it is first essential to extinguish and control the virus itself. 
Be it smallpox, tuberculosis, or polio, only concerted international action 
succeeded in checking a contagion. With a pandemic whose full course has yet
to be run, and whose properties are yet to be revealed in full, cooperation across
national boundaries ought to be the order of the day, and it isn’t, yet. 

Thucydides Trap 

Manoj Joshi

China-US rivalry has made international governance
difficult – even as they fight a common threat

The Great Indian Middle
Class is a peculiar 
animal. At one level, it
has remarkable qualities
of entrepreneurship,
resourcefulness, resili-

ence, inventiveness and ingenuity. At
another level, it can be unforgivably 
insular, indifferent to the trauma of
those economically and socially below
it, and even irrationally hostile to 
those of its own who it imagines could
threaten its well-being. 

How else can one explain the reaction
of some members of this class to health
workers who are in the front trenches
fighting against the coronavirus 
menace, and to airline staff who have 
risked their lives to evacuate hundreds
of Indians stranded abroad? Such is the
self-centred paranoia of these residents
that some landlords have given eviction
notices to health workers, while many
have publicly harassed and attacked 
those in the airline industry. For those
displaying such panic bigotry, the only
concern is their own safety, even when
the threat is non-existent. 

There are two behavioural inferences
from this condemnable conduct. First, it
appears that some in the middle class
want the virus to be handled effectively,
but are happy to outsource the battle
against it to others who stay out of their
lives. Those on the frontline need to 
be lauded but not seen. They should 
do their ‘dangerous work’, because 
someone has to do it, but they should 
remain on TV screens rather than
threaten People Like Us. Admiration for
them should be verbal; social boycott
should be the practice. 

Second, some worthies of the middle
class really think they can secede to
form their own Republic of Corona 
Impregnability. Such a Republic 
would give no visas to anyone remotely
capable of polluting the purity of this
personalised territory. True, some 
‘outsiders’ are essential. After all, some-
one has to remove the garbage, clean the
premises, guard the gates, provide 
part-time household assistance and – for
the more affluent – drive the car. But,

these are ‘intruders’ on sufferance. They
are part of the unwashed masses, who
are best not seen, but whose services
cannot be done without. 

And, where do these ‘intruders’ come
from? In most cases, they live in the 
nearby urban slum, where such luxuries
like social distancing are just physically
not possible. Dwelling units are built 
in chaotic proximity; people live 
cheek by jowl; several people share the
same room; sanitation facilities are 
rudimentary, if at all; sewage disposal is
poor at best. Large parts of urban India
consist of such slums. Their existence
cannot just be wished away. 

Besides, the lockdown has reinforced
the India versus Bharat divide. For 
those living in India, self-isolation is 
occasionally irksome, but endurable.
For the affluent it is almost an exotic 
opportunity. Social media is full of celebs
in trendy sports casuals doing yoga,
drinking watermelon juice, watching
Netflix, video conferencing, reading 
hitherto unread books, spending quality
time with family, playing with their pets,

and issuing homilies to everybody else on
the importance of staying at home. 

But, Bharat consists of millions of
those in the unorganised sector, migrant
workers, street vendors, contract workers,
lower level employees in worksites 
which have closed down, and daily wage
labourers who must go out and work in 
order to be able to eat at night. Is India
self-obsessed about self-isolation, aware
of the compulsions of the denizens of

Bharat, who have almost no social 
security safety net? Is the Great Indian
Middle Class aware that there is a larger
less privileged India right outside the
citadel behind which it wants to 
withdraw, and thousands are stranded
on roads without a job unable to return
to their native place? 

The coronavirus pandemic must 
teach Indians that this menace can only
be defeated by our tradition of collective
paropkar, not a selfishly segmented 
society. Either Bharat and India must 
come together in an enlightened partner-
ship to face it, or both will be defeated.
There are some excellent examples of
the privileged working to provide food to
the hungry during the lockdown. The
Sikh community has opened langars,
free food centres, and other religions must
also immediately organise to help the
needy. A few public spirited individuals
are collecting money to contribute
masks and gloves for hospital workers. 

Some in the corporate sector have 
become valuable partners in the 
production of ventilators and testing
kits. Public-private partnership to 
aggressively increase testing, ensuring
complete quarantine, and upgrading 
hospital infrastructure is the need of the
hour. Many states, Kerala and Delhi 
notably, are proactively helping the 
marginalised. The PM has asked each
person to feed at least nine poor people
on each of the nine days of Navratra.
The PM Garib Kalyan Yojana is a step in
the right direction, but efficient delivery
is essential. MSMEs and the business
sector also need relief and support. 

Self-isolation cannot become 
self-centredness. Social distancing 
does not mean distance from social 
realities. Better hygiene does not 
mean that we wash our hands of the 
tribulations of the vulnerable. Self-
preservation does not mean selfish-
ness. Social responsibility is not social
panic. Concern is not prejudice. The 
coronavirus requires personal 
discipline, but it can only be definitively
defeated by the compassion of all 
citizens. The Great Indian Middle Class
is not an island unto itself. It needs to
understand this in its own interest.
The writer is an author and former diplomat

India Versus Bharat
They must come together in enlightened partnership, else coronavirus will defeat both

Pavan K Varma 

Some in the middle class 
want the virus to be handled
effectively, but are happy to
outsource the battle against it
to others who stay out of their
lives. Those on the frontline
need to be lauded but not
seen. Admiration for them
should be verbal; social
boycott should be the practice

A thought for today
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GEN GEORGE S PATTON

Gentlemen, the officer who doesn’t 
know his communications and supply 
as well as his tactics is totally useless

A crisis does
not emerge out
of thin air; it
has underlying
causes. And
most of the 

underlying causes, if not all,
are in front of our eyes; it’s just
that we refuse to see and act on
them. The coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19) crisis is not a
black swan; it was predicted
and could have been prevented.

Since the beginning of the
21st century, we have seen the
emergence and outbreaks of
multiple zoonotic diseases – 
infectious diseases caused by
bacteria and viruses that jump
from animals to humans. Some
of them are new to humans, and
hence we do not have immunity
against them and some re-
emergence of old diseases. 
Studies indicate that the 
frequency of these outbreaks
has increased significantly in
the last 20 years.

We have had three pande-
mics since 2000 – severe acute 
respiratory syndrome (SARS)
in 2003, H1N1 (swine flu) in 2009
and now Covid-19. SARS and 
Covid-19 spread from civet cats/
pangolin and bats in China and
swine flu from an intensive pig
farm in Mexico. In between, we

have had regional outbreaks of
bird flu from poultry, the Middle
East respiratory syndrome
(MERS) from camels, Ebola from
monkeys and pigs, Rift Valley 
fever from livestock, West Nile
fever from birds, Zika from 
monkey and Nipah from bats.

The root cause of all the 
above diseases can be broadly
put under three baskets. First,
environmental destruction. Due
to deforestation and habitat
loss, wild animals and humans
are now nearby, leading to the
spillover of animal diseases 

into humans. Ebola, West Nile
virus, Nipah and Zika come 
under this category. Similarly,
livestock is also coming in 
contact with wildlife and trans-
mitting pathogens to people,
like the Rift Valley virus.

Second, cultural practices.
The practice of eating exotic
wildlife, sometimes raw, is 
spreading novel pathogens to
humans. Both SARS and 
Covid-19 have origin in the wild-
life markets in China. But the
practice of eating wild animals

is not restricted to China; it 
exists in one form or another
across the world.

Third, intensive animal
farms. The industrial farming
of animals, by keeping animals
very close to each other and
pumping them with growth 
promoters like antibiotics, is
another cause. Bird flu and 
swine flu both have their origin
in intensive animal farms.

The above causes are not
hidden; they are widely known,
and different countries have 
legislation in place to control
them. Many countries, 
including India, have strong
laws against deforestation 
and for curbing the trade and
consumption of wildlife. 
Countries have also put in 

place regulations to improve
practices in animal farms. But
many have not acted on these
issues. And, in a globalised
world, we are only as strong as
the weakest link. Weak regula-
tions and poor implementation
in one country have global 
ramifications. This is evident
in the case of Covid-19.

Since the outbreak of SARS,
it was widely recognised that
the presence of a vast reservoir
of coronaviruses in horseshoe
bats and civet cats, together
with the culture of eating exotic
animals in China, is a time
bomb. Under global pressure, 
in 2003, China did ban the 
consumption of civet cats, but it
was poorly enforced. It was only
in 2018 that China’s legislature

passed nationwide laws to ban
the farming and consumption
of wildlife. These laws are 
now being rolled out in the 
wake of the Covid-19 epidemic.
This is too late, and the global
community is paying the price
of China’s inaction.

But the fact is, the next novel
coronavirus can emerge due to
negligence in any country. The
current social and economic
practices around the world are
just too poor to stop the next
pandemic. To manage and 
prevent the next pandemic, the
world needs to come together to
address the underlying causes
of zoonosis.

Zoonoses have killed millions
of people in the 21st century 
(several times more than all the
wars and terrorist attacks put
together). Their economic cost
has ranged from a few billion
dollars in the case of regional
outbreaks to several trillion
dollars for pandemics. They are
not a national issue; they are
global and require a global 
response. Countries cannot hide
behind sovereignty and not act.
The world, therefore, needs a
universal code of conduct to
address zoonoses urgently. 
Nothing less will suffice.

The writer is CEO, International
Forum for Environment, Sustainabi-
lity and Technology (iFOREST)

Zoonotic diseases are rife this century: Globalised world
requires global code of conduct to overcome this threat

Chandra Bhushan 

Covid-19 crisis is not a
black swan; it was
predicted and could
have been prevented
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Alcohol is an “unhelpful
coping strategy” for the
possible stress and isola-

tion of coronavirus lockdown,
a World Health Organisation
(WHO) expert has warned.

The UN agency acknowl-
edged that many turn to drugs
and alcohol in times of crisis,
as a new survey suggested the
pandemic has caused nearly
two thirds of adults in the UK
to feel anxious or worried.

But using substances to
cope “can make things worse”,
said Aiysha Malik of WHO
Europe’s mental health and
substance abuse department.

It is also vital that drug and

alcohol services remain acces-
sible throughout lockdown,
Malik said, as those with sub-
stance use disorders may face
a higher risk of relapse.

The warning comes a day
after the government added

off-licences to the list of “essen-
tial” businesses allowed to stay
open during lockdown, em-
boldening pubs and breweries
in their bid for permission to
launch takeaway services.

Experts suggest there is a

lence, fires and potential in-
creases dependence, according
to James Morris of South Bank
London University’s centre for
addictive behaviours research.

“Predicting the longer-
term behavioural impact is
however particularly difficult.
Perhaps for some, home drink-
ing may become more embed-
ded, potentially exacerbated by
the further closure of already
struggling pubs and bars,”
Morris wrote for the ‘Society
for the Study of Addiction’.

“For others, the period cou-
ld highlight how valuable pub-
lic and social drinking settings
are, resulting in a boom in dr-
inking out to celebrate the end
of isolation.” THE INDEPENDENT

sential’ to all our lives,” Alco-
hol Change UK’s chief execu-
tive Richard Piper said.

Piper warned that “with
routines out of the window we
might well find ourselves reac-
hing for a drink more often”.

Initial reports of super-
markets running out of alco-
hol and online retailers being
overwhelmed with orders
may point to a possible in-
crease in consumption, but
experts say it is too early to
tell the overall impact that
coronavirus will have on the
nation’s drinking habits.

But it is logical to predict
that alcohol only being availa-
ble for home consumption may
lead to rises in domestic vio-

thin line to tread between alle-
viating the strain on business,
ensuring dependent drinkers
avoid withdrawal, and encou-
raging increased alcohol use
among the wider population.

Amid fears the NHS could
be stretched beyond capacity
by an influx of Covid-19 pa-
tients, the risks of withdraw-
al and alcohol-related injury
or health complications are
particularly potent.

“While keeping off licenc-
es open is consistent with clini-
cal advice to protect those who
are physically dependent on al-
cohol from going into danger-
ous withdrawal, they wouldn’t
want to unintentionally send
the message that alcohol is ‘es-

Taking To The Bottle At Home To Cope With Anxiety During A Crisis Can Make Things Worse: WHO Expert

Locking down doesn’t mean drinking up

Washington: In a study, re-
searchers have found that
young children go on to
achieve more academic suc-
cess when their verbal skills
are enhanced. The study, by
researchers at the University
of York, looked at why chil-
dren from wealthier and well-
educated families tend to do
better at school. The study
was published in the journal
Child Development.

The researchers found
that children from families of
higher socio-economic status
had better language abilities
at nursery school age and that
these verbal skills boosted
their later academic perform-
ance throughout the school.

The researchers looked
at data from nearly 700 Brit-
ish children. The children’s
pre-school ability was tested
at four-years-old and their
educational outcomes were
tracked throughout school
up until the age of 16.

Differences in language
skills between children ex-
plained around 50% of the
effect of family background
on children’s achievement
in the first year of school.
This achievement gap wid-
ened over the course of their
education, the study sug-
gests. Lead author of the
study, Professor Sophie von
Stumm from the Depart-
ment of Education said:
“Our findings show that a
child learning at home when
they are under five is really
important to their chances

of later academic success.”
“Children from more ad-

vantaged backgrounds are
more familiar before starting
school with the language pat-
terns and linguistic codes
that are used in formal educa-
tional settings and are expect-
ed by teachers,” she said.
“Not all children get the same
start in life, but this study
highlights the importance of
helping parents of all back-
grounds to engage with their
children in activities which
enhance verbal skills — such
as reading bedtime stories
and engaging the child in con-
versations,” she added.

The research is the first
major study to look at chil-
dren’s abilities in their early
years and the extent to which
it explains their later achieve-
ments. Children from high so-
cio-economic backgrounds
were also at an advantage
when it came to their non-ver-
bal skills — such as solving
puzzles, drawing shapes and
copying actions. ANI

Study reveals that
chatty kids do

better at school

This week, coronavirus cases
around the world have sky-
rocketed, leading to several

countries enforcing lockdowns.
While Cyprus is only enforcing its

official lockdown on Tuesday, it seems
that one self-isolating man has al-
ready been taking extra precautions.

Vakis Demetriou, a fitness in-
structor based in Limassol, Cyprus,
has revealed his unique strategy for
walking his dog amid the shutdown.

Rather than risk leaving the

house himself, Demetriou has en-
listed the help of a drone to walk his
Pomeranian.

He posted a video of his strategy
on Instagram, writing: “5th day
quarantine. Stay Home Safe but
don’t forget your dog happiness..”

While viewers are loving Deme-
triou’s video, thankfully during the
UK shutdown standard dog walks
are still allowed.

Boris Johnson has permitted
one form of exercise a day such as a

use your garden as a place for your
dog to toilet and play.

“You can also ask a friend or rela-
tive to help walk and if this isn’t possi-
ble then a dog walker or boarder may
also be able to help but they will need
to know that you are ill and that mea-
sures will be needed to protect you all.

“If you have to take your dog out
because none of these options are
possible then walk at a safe distance
from other people and minimise the
time you are outside.” DAILY MIRROR

run, a walk or a cycle.
This means dog owners will be

allowed to leave their home once a
day to walk their pet as part of these
exercising guidelines. However, if
you’re showing any symptoms and
need to stay at home, it’s important
to ensure your dog is still getting as
much exercise as posisble.

The RSPCA explained: “If you
are ‘staying at home’ because you or
someone in your family is showing
signs of coronavirus then you can

Quarantine diaries: When a drone turns dog walker

WORDDOCTOR

Hormotional
She’s so pretty, you have fallen in love 
with her at first sight and can see your 
children singing nursery rhymes. Your 

hormones are making you emotional. You 
are hormotional

Acupuncture may reduce migraine headaches compared
to usual care, claims a study that suggests doctors

should provide information about the traditional Chinese
therapy as an option when discussing preventive treatment
strategies with patients. Not all migrane patients respond
well to drug therapy, said researchers from Huazhong Uni-
versity of Science and Technology. The study, published in
The BMJ, compared the effectiveness of manual (real) acu-
puncture with sham (placebo) acupuncture or usual care.
Compared with sham acupuncture, manual acupuncture
resulted in a greater reduction in migraines.

SHORT CUTS

Acupuncture may reduce migranes 

MUSIC THERAPY
Reuters

A man plays accordion to lift his parents’ spirits after they starting practicing social isolation in
their house in Concepcion, Chile, to prevent themselves from catching the coronavirus disease 

Berlin: A high-salt diet may not only be bad
for one’s blood pressure, but also for the im-
mune system, according to a study.

Researchers from the University Hospi-
tal Bonn in Germany found that mice fed a
high-salt diet suffered from much more se-
vere bacterial infections.

Human volunteers who consumed an ad-
ditional six grams of salt per day also showed
pronounced immune deficiencies, accord-
ing to the study published in the journal ‘Sci-
ence Translational Medicine’. This amount
corresponds to the salt content of two fast
food meals, the researchers said.

Five grams a day is the maximum amount
of salt that adults should consume according to
the recommendations of the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). It corresponds approxima-
tely to one level teaspoon, the researchers said.

Sodium chloride, which is the chemical
name of salt, raises blood pressure and
thereby increases the risk of heart attack or
stroke, they said. PTI

Eating too much salt can
weaken immune system

NOT A HELPFUL COPING STRATEGY
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TECH TO THE RESCUE

Why testing has been slow to take off
O

n Thursday, WHO director-
general Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said lockdowns im-
plemented across the world 

alone won’t be enough to tackle the coro-
navirus pandemic. Lockdowns merely 
created a “second window of  opportu-
nity” to tackle the virus by expanding 
testing. But testing has been a challenge. 
Shortages of  test kits, in particular, have 
hindered governments’ response to the 
crisis. It’s the same story in India but the 
consequences could be far more dire here 
than elsewhere. Anjishnu Das looks at 
how testing works and why there have 
been shortages across the world

 What’s causing the shortage of tests?
The global shortage in test kits can be 
attributed to several factors — scarcity 
of  supplies, slow approvals processes, 
and skyrocketing demand outstripping 
production capacities.

As the world races to produce more 
tests, essential supplies have become 
scarce. Shortages in chemicals used in 
the kits have caused manufacturing de-
lays. The lockdown and flight restric-
tions in India have limited the imports 
of  tests, the movement of  supplies with-
in the country and the transport of  sam-
ples to testing labs.

In India, the government approval 
process has been a major limiting fac-
tor. Initially, the Indian Council of  
Medical Research (ICMR) had said 
only testing kits with US Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) or Euro-
pean CE certifications would be per-
mitted. This effectively cut out almost 
all Indian manufacturers while pos-
sibly favouring foreign-based produc-
ers. As a result, though India-based 
Trivitron had sold 5 lakh tests to 

China earlier, it is yet to receive ap-
proval from Indian authorities.

This policy was also at the centre 
of  the CoSara controversy. CoSara, a 
joint venture between Indian and US 
firms, was the first Indian company 
to receive a preliminary licence to 

produce testing kits despite a lack of  
clarity over its US FDA certification. 
CoSara reportedly has European CE 
certification but is yet to be approved 
by Indian authorities.

Later, the policy was changed to allow 
manufacturers to have their tests vali-
dated by the National Institute of  Virol-
ogy (NIV) in Pune. 

 How has India dealt with the shortage?
The shortage is the primary reason 
India, among several countries, has 
conducted very few tests given the size 
of  its population. As of  March 27, India 
had conducted 26,798 tests. At about 19 
tests per million people, India has con-
ducted among the fewest tests across 
the world. West Bengal CM Mamata 
Banerjee on March 23 said her state 
had just 40 testing kits.

Thus far, India has met its testing 
requirements primarily by using kits 

developed by NIV. It was also im-
porting tests developed by Swiss 

firm Roche and has placed or-
ders for at least a million more 
from WHO. It is unclear how 
many tests are available in 
India. Earlier reports sug-
gested NIV had only one lakh 
tests available.

Some experts say the 
shortage has helped shape 
India’s narrow testing cri-
teria — only those with 
travel history to affected 
areas or those who came in 
contact with a Covid-19 
positive person are being 
tested. Ultimately, this re-

sulted in very few people 
being tested. On March 20, 

ICMR expanded the criteria 

to include symptomatic healthcare 
workers and other high-risk individuals.

But testing in India is also being 
limited to avoid overburdening its 
weak healthcare system. With 11.5 lakh 
allopathic doctors in the country, there 
is just one doctor per 10,000 people. 
WHO recommends at least one doctor 
per 1,000 people.

 How will India proceed with testing from 
here?
Currently, the government testing ca-
pacity stands at about 10,000 samples a 
day. In contrast, South Korea is testing 
20,000 samples a day.

But there is some positive news on 
the testing front for India. Pune-based 
MyLab is the first Indian company to 
receive approval to manufacture test-
ing kits. MyLab says its tests will cut 
down diagnosis time to 2.5 hours from 
the current six to seven hours. The 
company also said it can produce up 
to one lakh tests in a week and that 
each would cost Rs 1,200 — below the 
health ministry’s price cap of  Rs 4,500. 
Germany-based Altona was also ap-
proved. NIV and ICMR have evaluated 
at least 14 testing kits. More approval 
announcements are expected in the 
next week.

Trivitron, which had supplied tests 
to China, said it has the capacity to 
produce between 500 and 75,000 tests a 
day. CoSara, despite the controversy 
surrounding it, said it can manufacture 
10,000 tests per day starting in April.

The government is also expanding 
testing facilities. Until recently, only 
government labs were allowed to test 
samples. At least 60 private labs with 
15,000 collection centres will be added 
to ICMR’s 100-odd existing facilities.

The large number of cases reported in 
the high GDP per capita countries can be 
linked to demographics — wealthier 
countries are also more likely to be 
older and thus more susceptible

Residents of high-income 
countries are also more likely to travel 
more. According to EU data, the average 
European tourist took four trips a year and 
60% of the region’s population took at 
least one tourist trip in a year

But wealthier countries are also 
conducting tests in larger volumes, 
as the graph shows, and are better 
prepared for a health crisis

Data for the number of tests 
conducted per capita refl ect the 
same idea — larger proportions of 
populations in high-income 
countries have been tested. As of March 
27, India has conducted about 19 tests per 
million people. In contrast, South Korea 
has tested 6,800 people per million

The entire point behind the exhortation to wash 
your hands every 20 minutes is to prevent the 
coronavirus pathogen from getting inside your 
body via your face when you touch your nose, 
eyes or mouth. But how many times do we really 
touch our faces? You’ll be surprised what some 
studies have found

GUARD YOUR FACE AND YOU CAN 
PROTECT AGAINST COVID-19
No matter how frequently you wash your hands, 
it’s often not enough to prevent passing an 
infection into your system. The best preventive 
measure is to avoid touching your face as much 
as possible. But not touching our face is easier 
said than done, because it is something we do 
without even being aware of it, studies show 

MEDICAL STUDENTS TOUCHED 
THEIR FACES 23 TIMES IN AN HOUR
A trusted source observed 26 medical students 
at a university in Australia only to discover they 
touched their faces 23 times in an hour. The 2015 
study found that almost half of the face touches 
involved the mouth, nose, or eyes, which are the 
easiest pathways for viruses and bacteria to 
enter our bodies

IN OFFICE ENVIRONMENT, PEOPLE 
TOUCH THEIR FACE 16 TIMES/HOUR
A 2008 study quantifying the hand-to-face 
contact rate and its potential application in 
predicting respiratory tract infection found that 
offi ce-goers, too, are high on touching their face. 
It was found in a group of 10 subjects who were 
each observed alone in an offi ce environment for 
3 hours, that they touched their face an average 
of 16 times per hour

MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS EQUALLY 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO TOUCHING THE FACE
In 2014, group of medical professionals, who 
should know better, were found to touch their 
face an average of 19 times in a two-hour period 
while also being inconsistent about observing 
proper hand hygiene
Source: www.ajicjournal.org, media reports

Regardless of the strength of a country’s 
healthcare system, no test is 100% accurate

Experts are concerned by false negatives — that’s 
when a test comes back negative for a person who 
does have Covid-19. As the world races to develop, 
manufacture and distribute test kits, it’s critical to 
ensure they are accurate

Medical professionals will need to make clinical 
decisions carefully. A negative result could mean a 
low viral load early on in an infection. A patient’s 
history and recent exposures must also be 
considered, says Anthony S Fauci, director of the US 
National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Disease 

In all likelihood, unless a patient has been in 
contact with a confi rmed case, a negative is a true 
negative. But as the disease spreads through the 
community, it’s becoming harder to know if one has 
contracted the virus. ICMR, though, says community 
transmission isn’t widespread in India yet

Data as on March 24 | Graphic: Sajeev Kumarapuram |  Source: Our World In Data, government data, media reports

What GDP says about 
the spread of Covid-19
From the chart below, the general trend 
appears to be that wealthier countries 
are reporting more confi rmed cases

Wealthier countries are 
also conducting more tests
No of Covid-19 tests conducted in select 
countries (based on latest data available)

Why there’s no room 
for error in testing
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That’s certainly true for 
European countries, which 
are concentrated in the 
top-right corner of the chart, 
indicating high GDP per 
capita and number of cases

The most widely used test uses poly-
merase chain reaction or PCR, a tech-
nique invented in the 1980s. Central to 
PCR is its ability to “amplify” DNA 
— multiply genetic material into large 
enough quantities to analyse. In the 
case of  the coronavirus, the virus’ 
RNA first needs to be converted to 
DNA using an enzyme called reverse-
transcriptase before putting samples 
into a PCR machine. Samples collected 

in throat and nasal swabs are mixed 
with reagents, which are particles that 
bind to the virus’s genetic material to 
ensure no other type of  DNA in the 
sample is amplified. Next, the sample 
is placed in the PCR machine, which 
uses cycles of  heating and cooling to 
help the reagents amplify the target 
DNA into millions of  copies. A fluo-
rescent dye is added — the dye glows 
if  the result is positive.

A swab is taken 
from the patient

The sample is 
then sent to a lab

The sample 
is put into a 
test tube

The virus’ genetic material
(RNA) is turned into DNA 
through reverse transcription

Reagents, known as 
probes and primers, 
are added to the tube 
and used to target 
certain parts of DNA

If the DNA target is 
present, it will be 
multiplied many times, 
creates fl ashes of light

The diagnostic machine records the 
level of light and compares it with 
positive and negative samples

If there is a lot of 
light, that means 
the sample is 
positive for 
coronavirus
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 How does a coronavirus test work?
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TIMES BUSINESS
The large cut, adjustment in capital 
conservation buffer, repayment 

moratorium, bazooka of a conventional 
CRR cut and the unconventional 
liquidity measure of incentivising 
banks to support CP market will 
help financial markets stabilise

RAJNISH KUMAR |
CHAIRMAN, SBI

Need of the hour was infusion of 
liquidity into the system, which the 

RBI has done. Second was giving 
borrowers more time before they 
are classified as NPAs. Next, what 
is needed is a restructuring 
scheme for affected sectors

KEKI MISTRY  |
VC & CEO, HDFC

The RBI has given all the relief that 
banks asked for. It stops the clock 

as far as treating borrower as defaulter is 
concerned. As cash flow projects 
have changed, banks will have to 
work sector-wise and account-
wise to bring back normalcy

RAJKIRAN RAI |
MD & CEO, UNION BANK

It’s the first time the RBI is doing a 
targeted long-term repo operation. 

They have taken big steps in providing 
liquidity and extending moratorium 
to borrowers. The monetary policy 
is a signal from the RBI that it will 
do whatever it takes

AMITABH CHAUDHRY  |
MD & CEO, AXIS BANK

Hopefully, we will see more such 
measures that ensure supply chains 

are not severely impacted and vulnerable 
sectors are extended extra support. 
The three-month moratorium on 
loans will be hugely beneficial, 
particularly to the self-employed

KAUSHIK SHAPARIA  |
CEO, DEUTSCHE BANK INDIA

‘RBI’S BAZOOKA OF 
LIQUIDITY MEASURES’ THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI | SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2020

Mumbai: Nearly three deca-
des after it entered the passeng-
er vehicles business, the $44-
billion Tata Motors said on Fri-
day that it will transfer the In-
dia unit to a separate entity.
The move is a precursor to
bring in a strategic partner in
the loss-making unit to secure
its future. Tata Motors’s pas-
senger vehicles business has
been hit by weak sales and pro-
duction disruptions amid an
economic slowdown and the
coronavirus pandemic.

The company, India’s
third-largest passenger vehi-
cles maker, will be transfer-
ring the car business — inclu-
ding employees and manufac-
turing facilities — to the new
subsidiary on a “slump sale”
basis. Slump sale means
transfer of a division of a
company for a lump sum wit-

hout assigning any values to
individual assets and liabiliti-
es of the entity. However, cer-
tain shared services and cen-
tral functions, said Tata Mo-
tors, will remain with the
company to “deliver cost effi-
ciencies” to the entire auto-
motive business.

Passenger vehicle sales in
India declined for the last 16
months till February. Now,
with the 21-day lockdown due to
the coronavirus outbreak, sa-

les have come to a halt. “The re-
cent outbreak of the Covid-19
virus increases the challenges
faced by the business,” said Ta-
ta Motors, which has scaled
down production at its various
facilities after the government
directed closure of non-essen-
tial businesses.

The transfer, added Tata
Motors, will help in providing
“differentiated” focus to the
two businesses — commercial
vehicles and passenger vehi-
cles — and will help “each reali-
se their potential”. Tata Motors
is the largest player in commer-
cial vehicles in India, a busi-
ness it launched in 1954 in fi-
nancial and technical collabo-
ration with Daimler.

On the other hand, the com-
pany has been struggling in
passenger vehicles, which
clocked just 5% market share
in February. In the past, Tata
Motors shareholders had ex-
pressed their disappointment

over the poor performance of
the passenger vehicle business
to the company’s board at seve-
ral annual general meetings,
with some calling for drastic
measures. A couple of years
ago, Tata Motors and Volkswa-
gen explored an alliance to de-
velop an economy car. But the
alliance didn’t materialise.

The move towards “subsi-
diarisation” of the passenger
vehicle business, said Tata Mo-
tors, was “the first step” in se-
curing strategic alliances,
which will provide the compa-
ny access to “new products, ar-
chitectures, power trains, tech-
nologies and capital”.

The new subsidiary will be
headed by Tata Group veteran
Shailesh Chandra from April 1.
Currently, the passenger vehi-
cle division is steered by for-
mer Maruti Suzuki marketing
chief Mayank Pareek, who will
superannuate from Tata Mo-
tors next February.

Plans To Bring Strategic Partner Into Loss-Making Biz

Tata Motors to hive off 
passenger vehicles unit

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesgroup.com IN REVERSE GEAR

Q3FY20 category growth 
for Tata Motors* (in %)

Medium & heavy vehicles

Passenger vehicles

Light comm. vehicles

-48

-26

-16
*Excluding UK auto unit JLR

Mumbai: State Bank of India
(SBI) has passed on the entire
cut in interest rates by the RBI
to its borrowers by bringing
down its external benchmark-
linked lending rate as well as
the repo-linked lending rate by
75 basis points (100bps = 1 per-
centage point) from April 1. The
bank has also brought down in-
terest rates on deposits by 20-
50bps. The interest rate on bulk
deposits has been brought
down by 100bps.

The move comes on the
back of the RBI making avai-
lable to banks Rs 3.74 lakh crore
through a host of measures.
The reduction has brought
down interest rates on home lo-
ans by up to Rs 30 lakh to 7.95%.
SBI said that it would factor in
the loan-to-value, whether the-
re is a woman borrower and the
risk grade of the borrower be-
fore arriving at the final rate. 

Typically, other banks fol-
low the SBI in both lending and
deposit rate cuts.

While the reduction in rates
is positive for borrowers, those
depending on fixed deposit will
see a sharp drop in their ear-
nings. With uncertainty in the
markets resulting in the bank
getting more deposits than it
can deploy, SBI cut its short-
term FD rates (7-45 days) to
3.5% from 4% earlier. This is
the second cut in deposit rates
this month with the earlier cut
taking place on March 10. The
highest return that the bank of-
fers is 5.7% on all deposits over
a year. On bulk deposits, the
highest return is 3.7%, which
in real terms (after adjusting
for inflation) is negative.

Earlier this month, SBI redu-
ced its interest rates offering
5.9% at its highest maturity. Inci-
dentally, this is lower than the
6% that Kotak Mahindra Bank
is offering on savings deposits of
over Rs 1 lakh. Addressing new-
spersons, SBI chairman Rajnish
Kumar said that despite uncer-
tainty, the bank was seeing healt-
hy growth in deposits.

SBI passes on
entire benefit,
cuts lending

rate by 75bps

DEPOSITS TO
EARN LESS TOO

New Delhi: ITC, TVS, Ola and
Reckitt Benckiser (RB) have
joined the list of players of In-
dia Inc setting aside funds to
help in the ongoing battle aga-
inst the novel coronavirus. 

While ITC has pledged Rs
150 crore, Dettol-maker RB has
earmarked a global fund of Rs
300 crore, a portion of which
will percolate to India. Venu
Srinivasan-controlled TVS
Motor Company and Sunda-
ram-Clayton have announced
spending of Rs 30 crore to sup-
port the nationwide efforts to
curb the spread of Covid-19.

The announcements come
against the backdrop of seve-
ral members of India Inc, in-
cluding the Bajaj Group and
the Godrej Group, committing
funds for the same. Even Ola
founder Bhavish Aggarwal on
Friday said he will set aside
his next year’s salary, along

with Rs 20 crore from the cab
aggregator and its employees,
to help drivers with no income
in the current situation. 

“This fund will be utilised
primarily to provide relief to
the vulnerable and most needy
sections of society who have
been harshly impacted by the
pandemic and have faced sig-
nificant disruption in their li-

velihoods,” said Sanjiv Puri,
ITC chairman and MD. 

RB’s global CEO Laxman
Narasimhan said, in India, it
will donate 10 million bars of
Dettol soap to the most vulne-
rable, 3.5 million N95 (medical
grade) masks to frontline he-
alth workers as well as one mil-
lion litres of disinfectant pro-
ducts like Lizol surface cleaner
and Harpic toilet cleaners to aid
public health institutions and

frontline health and sanitation
workers in different states.”

Even Munich-headquarte-
red Siemens said it is using its
global network to locally deliver
critical medical equipment
such as analysers, testing kits
and ventilators. “In addition,
we are in discussion with some
state governments to offer and
equip some of our facilities as
isolation units. We shall also be
setting up a testing lab to equip
the National Cancer Institute at
Jhajjar, which is converting its
entire 800-bed hospital into a Co-
vid Critical Care Unit,” a Sie-
mens spokesperson said.

Kansai Nerolac said it will
do an early disbursement of
funds to its painter communi-
ty falling under the Nerolac
Premium Painter Pragati
(NPP Pragati) Programme,
where over 30,000 painters can
benefit from Nerolac’s initiati-
ve, for up to Rs 36,000 (one-time
payment) approximately.

More cos pledge funds to
fight virus, provide relief

� Kirana stores find it hard to
pay for stock, P 13

Mumbai: Borrowers, both in-
dividuals as well as businesses,
can get a three-month break
from their monthly instalments
and possibly credit card dues to
help them cope with the Co-
vid-19 crisis. The three-month
deferment for instalments due
between March 1 and May 31,
2020 will help borrowers rema-
in liquid, avoid the defaulter tag
and continue having access to
bank credit.

Those who choose to take a
three-month break from repa-
yments will also not damage
their track record with credit
information bureaus. RBI go-
vernor Shaktikanta Das on
Thursday directed banks to
ensure that they do not report
delayed payments as a default.

RBI’s directions do not spe-
cify the kind of loans, but per-
mit lenders across the board —
including all types of banks, fi-
nance companies, housing fi-
nance companies and microfi-
nance institutions — to provi-
de relief to term loan and wor-
king capital borrowers. While
home loans, auto loans, perso-
nal loans and loans against
property come under the defi-
nition of term loans, bankers
are not sure how they will pro-
vide relief to those with credit
card dues (given the high inter-
est rates) or those who have ta-
ken a loan against shares whe-

re a fall in price triggers the sa-
le of the security. 

Banks are advising borro-
wers who can repay to continue
to make payments as there is no
waiver of principal or interest.
Many borrowers have given
standing instructions for EMIs
to be deducted from their acco-
unts. Lenders said that because
of the lockdown, it may take ti-
me to make changes to their sy-
stem to enable switching off of

the deductions, if requested by
customers. “Those who are in a
position to pay should conti-
nue,” said SBI chairman Raj-
nish Kumar. 

However, credit bureaus
are saying that borrowers will
not lose if they take advantage
of the moratorium. “In line
with this RBI announcement,
we would work closely with
our members to define the da-
ta-reporting framework on the

basis of the announcements
made by the RBI so that, du-
ring the moratorium period,
there is no adverse impact on
the credit histories and score
of borrowers,” a TransUnion
Cibil spokesperson said.

Other credit bureaus also
confirmed that there will not be
any adverse impact of holding
back on repayments. “The RBI
has stated that credit history
will not be impacted as the de-
ferment would not be categori-
sed as defaults. We are optimis-
tic that this will address the con-
cerns of the borrowers,” said
CRIF High Mark CEO Navin
Chandani. “Currently, we are
waiting to see how the EMI re-
payment moratorium is imple-
mented by the lenders,” said Ex-
perian India MD Sathya Kalya-
nasundaram. “Given this, Ex-
perian will calibrate its scores
to ensure that any non-payment
due to moratorium is correctly
captured and it does not adver-
sely reflect on the consumer’s
credit score,” he added.

Credit card-issuing banks
are waiting for details from the
RBI on whether interest relief is
part of the package. While the
RBI has made it clear that it is a
deferment and not a waiver, cre-
dit card interest payments are
structured around billing cy-
cles with interest waived on the
first month’s purchase. Also,
credit card interest rates are ve-
ry high, starting from 24%.

No pain, shame if you
miss EMIs till May 31
RBI Guv Directs Lenders Not To Tag Delayed

Payments As Default, No Clarity On Card Dues
Mayur.Shetty@timesgroup.com
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Measure Impact
 Repo rate cut by 75 basis points (100bps = 

1 percentage point)
 Banks will bring down interest rate on retail loans 

that are linked to the repo

 Reverse repo rate cut by 90bps  Banks discouraged from keeping money idle with RBI

 RBI to lend banks `1L cr to invest in pvt debt  Will ease credit freeze by enabling cos to raise funds

 Indian banks allowed to participate in offshore 
rupee derivatives

 Move aimed at stabilising Indian currency by 
countering offshore sales

 Cash reserve ratio cut by 1% to 3% of deposits  Banks will get `1.37 lakh cr, cost of funds to fall

 Banks allowed to grant moratorium of 
3 months on term loans

 Covid-hit businesses/individuals will get liquidity 
relief, avoid defaulter tag and continue getting credit

 Interest payment on working capital deferred  Will help stressed businesses stay solvent

 Capital norms eased  Capital norms will not come in way of lending

COST OF FUNDS TO FALL FOR BANKS

New Delhi:The RBIon Friday
refrained from providing any
projection for the country’s
GDP growth or inflation due to
the heightened volatility and
unprecedented uncertainty in
the aftermath of the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

RBI governor Shaktikanta
Das assured that fundamen-
tals of the economy were
stronger and authorities were
keeping a close watch on the si-
tuation, but he also pointed to
the risks confronted by the glo-
bal and the domestic economy.

“Turning to growth in In-
dia, the implied real GDP
growth of 4.7% of Q4 2019-20 in
the second advance estimate of
the National Statistics Office,
released in February 2020, wit-
hin the annual estimate of 5% or
the year as a whole is now at risk
from the pandemic’s impact on

the economy,” Das said.
“As regards the outlook

for 2020-21, apart from the
continuing resilience of agri-
culture and allied activities,
most other sectors of the eco-
nomy will be adversely im-
pacted by the pandemic, de-
pending upon, I repeat, its in-
tensity, spread and duration.
If Covid-19 is prolonged and
supply chain disruptions 
get accentuated, the global
slowdown could deepen with
adverse implications for In-
dia,” the central bank gover-

nor said. He added that the
slump in international crude
prices could, however, provide
some relief in the form of
terms of trade gains. 

He said downside risks to
growth arise from the spread
of Covid-19 and prolonged
lockdowns and upside growth
impulses are expected to ema-
nate from monetary, fiscal and
other policy measures and the
early containment of Covid-19.

On inflation, the RBI gover-
nor said the prints of January
and February 2020 indicate

that actual outcomes for the
quarter are running 30bps
above projections, reflecting
the onion price shock. 

The government lauded
the RBI’s move with PM Na-
rendra Modi and FM Nirmala
Sitharaman expressing their
strong backing of the central
bank’s bold moves to combat
the impact of the Covid-19 out-
break. “Today the RBI has 
taken giant steps to safeguard
our economy from the impact
of the coronavirus. The 
announcements will improve
liquidity, reduce cost of funds,
help middle class and busines-
ses,” the PM said on microb-
logging site Twitter.

Sitharaman said the three-
month moratorium on pay-
ments of term loan instalments
and interest on working capital
give much-desired relief, ad-
ding that slashed interest rates
need quick transmission.

RBI refrains from GDP, inflation
projections due to high volatility
Surojit.Gupta@timesgroup.com

Appreciate RBI governor Shaktikanta 
Das’s reassuring words on financial 

stability…Also welcome statement: The 
macroeconomic fundamentals of the Indian 
economy are sound, and in fact stronger 
than what they were in the aftermath of the 
global financial crisis of 2008-09 
FM NIRMALA SITHARAMAN ON TWITTER

Mumbai: Going beyond the co-
untry’s borders to stem ex-
change rate volatility, the RBI
said that Indian banks will be al-
lowed to trade in rupee derivati-
ves offshore. This marks a
change in strategy for the cen-
tral bank, which has until now
been trying to bring all rupee
trading to Indian shores at the
international financial centres. 

The rupee recovered shar-
ply to close at 74.95 on Friday,
up 38 paise from its previous
Thursday close of 75.33, buoy-
ed by RBI’s measures to sup-
port the financial markets.

The non-deliverable for-
ward (NDF) market refers to
the trading in rupee derivati-
ves in offshore centres like

Singapore. In this market,
banks place bets on what the
value of the rupee will be in
the future. Unlike domestic
forward markets where the
seller has to deliver rupees on
the effective date, in the NDF
market the trade is settled in

dollars by converting the va-
lue of the rupee on that day.

RBI officials have said that
during times of uncertainty,
like the 2013 ‘taper tantrum’, the
onshore exchange rate was in-
fluenced by these offshore NDF
trades. Since no rupees are in-
volved, the RBI cannot control
these markets. The Indian cen-
tral bank had been trying to get
foreign banks to trade in rupee
derivatives in India.

Now the RBI has changed
its strategy by allowing do-
mestic banks to participate
through their International
Financial Services Centre
(IFSC) Banking Units (IBUs)
in the NDF market with effect
from June 1. Indian banks can
also participate through their
foreign branches. “This will

help improve an avenue for lo-
cal participation in the offsho-
re markets and, over time, lik-
ely narrow onshore vs NDF
spreads. This also will be a
channel to control volatility
during instances of heighte-
ned market stress,” said DBS
economist Radhika Rao.

A panel headed by former
RBI deputy governor Usha
Thorat in 2019 had recommen-
ded the deepening of the local
markets to counter the NDF
market. “Over time, therefore,
it would be imperative for the
Indian regulators to take steps
to expand the role of onshore
currency markets gradually,
lest the disjointed price disco-
very issue flares up more fre-
quently and in larger degre-
es,” the report had said.

RBI goes abroad to stem `̀ volatility
Banks Can Trade In Offshore Derivatives, Re Regains 74 Level

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

BOUNCING BACK
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Chennai: Cognizant Techno-
logy Solutions on Friday anno-
unced that it will pay a ‘gratitu-
de’ allowance of 25% of basic
pay to more than 1.35 lakh emp-
loyees in India. This is being
paid recognising their efforts
at maintaining business conti-
nuity during the coronavirus
pandemic. The company’s ove-
rall India head count is 2,03,700
as of December 2019 and nearly
1.35 lakh of them are in the
rank up to ‘Associate’. 

In the past few weeks the
company has enabled a majori-
ty of its offshore delivery teams
to work from home by provisio-
ning new laptops and encryp-
ting desktops and moving them
to their homes, as well as by
enabling the use of BYOD
(Bring Your Own Device), provi-
ding additional bandwidth con-
nectivity and air cards — all
with appropriate client permis-
sions and security protocols.

Cognizant
offers 25%

‘gratitude’ pay
Rajesh.C@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: After a rally of over
1,000 points boosted by the
RBI’s policy decisions, growth
concerns pulled the sensex
down into the red and it finally
settled 131points lower at 29,816
with 17 of its constituents in
the red. The slide came despite
a Rs 356-crore net buying by fo-
reign funds, the first such in-
flow in almost a month. Do-
mestic funds were net buyers
to the tune of Rs 1,704 crore,
BSE data showed.

In the debt market, soon af-
ter the RBI announced moves
to counter the coronavirus im-
pact, the price of the bench-
mark 10-year government
bonds rallied. But then, they
again closed nearly unchang-
ed from the previous level after
it was clear that, to meet the
challenges of the economy, the
government will have to bor-
row much more than what was
being anticipated earlier. As a
result, the yield on the 10-year
papers closed at almost the
same level of 6.14%.

Interestingly, the day’s ear-
lier rally had taken the sensex
to an intraday high of 31,126 po-
ints — a 21.4% gain from its ne-
ar four-year low level of 25,639
hit on March 24. 

Eco growth
concerns

drag sensex
down 131 pts

BACK IN THE RED
BSE intraday on Fri
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TECHTONIC
AUDIBLE

I f  you aren’t a member already, you might want 
to try Audible. Sign in with your Amazon 

account, and you get one-month—Primemembers 
get three months—of  free access to audiobooks in 

over 20 categories, including arts, biographies, business, classics, 
comedy, history, mysteries, thrillers, romance, sci-fi, and fantasy. 

The service even has a section dedicated to bestselling Indian 
books and award-winning stories. You can listen to these on your 
phone and tablet, via the respective apps for Android and iOS, and 
even on your PC and Mac.

Besides, you can playback your Audible titles via Alexa-enabled 
speakers. The app lets you download the titles to your device so 
you can listen to them without an internet connection; you can 
set a sleep timer or set the app to read till the end of  a chapter, and 
you can even control the speed of  narration.

As part of  your membership, you are entitled to one credit a 
month to use on any audio book; the titles in your Audible library 
are yours to keep even if  you cancel the membership; you can 
freely swap an audio book if  you don’t like it.

While you’re at it, you might also want to download the Audible 
Suno app for Android and iOS that gives you unlimited free access 
to exclusive audio entertainment with no ads or sign-up required.

Additionally, for as long as schools are closed, kids can now 
stream an incredible collection of  stories—to a computer, phone 
or tablet—by visiting stories.audible.com.
Android, iOS | Free

STITCHER

There are quite a few podcast apps including 
Google Podcasts and Apple Podcasts for 

Android and iOS respectively, and both are 
fantastic services. But when it comes to third-party 

offerings, Stitcher is well worth a download. Here, you get access 
to over two lakh audio programmes in categories such as comedy, 
education, news, politics, sports and true crime from international 
producers like NPR, Wondery, WNYC, The New York Times,
Earwolf and Exactly Right.

You can begin your journey into the podcast world with 
Stitcher’s Top Picks This Week or browse its titles by genre. The 
app lets you download the recordings to your handset for offline 
listening; it recommends shows based on your listening 
preferences, and you can even have your podcasts played to 
you by your Alexa-enabled Echo device at your chosen tempo 
of  narration.

In keeping with current happenings, Stitcher has relevant 
content to keep you updated on the Covid-19 situation worldwide. 
But if  it’s entertainment you seek, you will also find podcasts like 
Conan O’Brien Needs A Friend, Nightmare Society, My Favorite 
Murder, This American Life, True Crime Garage, the Marvel-
comics-based Wolverine: The Long Night, and many more.
Android, iOS | Free

SHORT OF THE WEEK

I f  you don’t have the patience to sit through an entire film or 
follow a TV series, then check out Short of  the Week for some 

of  the most amazing short movies ever made by filmmakers from 
around the world. 

The website boasts of  a fantastic archive of  movies—all curated 
from the internet—that you can browse by Channel (action, 
comedy, drama, fantasy, horror, musical, romance, sci-fi, thriller, 
etc), Topic (art, conspiracy, crime, family, friendship, greed, 
politics, sexuality...), Type (animation, 3D, anime, found footage, 
interactive, puppetry…), Collections (Bafta, Cannes, award-
winners…), and even Country (including India). Here, you will 
find stories about growing up, love, and loss… and you’ll even find 
stories about killer zombies. Enjoy!

www.shortoftheweek.com

TOP DOCUMENTARY FILMS

Ever since the lockdown, streaming movies and shows from 
services like MX Player, Netflix, Prime Video, etc have become 

a favourite pastime. But that doesn’t mean you have it all covered. 
For non-fiction content in more than 25 categories, including 
crime, environment, health, history, mystery, politics, religion, 
science, and sports, head to Top Documentary Films.

The site is home to more than 3,000 curated titles that are 
searchable by keywords and sortable by rating. 

You can comment on a documentary and even share links of  
something you’ve just watched with your friends and followers 
on social networks right from the website itself. TDF is a great 
resource if  you’re looking for videos that are educative, informative 
and also entertaining.

topdocumentaryfilms.com

DIGITAL CONCERT HALL

Fans of  classical music, rejoice! The Berlin Philharmonic has 
opened its Digital Concert Hall to everyone for free. Visit the 

website before March 31, create an ID, and use the voucher code 
BERLINPHIL to receive streaming access to all its music concerts, 
films and interviews for a month.

You can browse concerts by the conductor, composer, soloist, 
genre, epoch, and even season dating back to the period between 
1966 and 1979. 

In Films, you will find video portraits of  musicians from the 
Philharmonic along with short features and documentaries 
surrounding the orchestra, its tours, performances, and people. 

In Interviews, you get behind the scenes with composers, 
soloists, and musicians as they discuss shows and even their 
favourite pieces. Most of  this wonderful content is usually behind 
a paywall so make the best of  this largesse. 

www.digitalconcerthall.com

FITON

When you exercise, your body releases chemi-
cals called endorphins that make you happy. 

But since going out for walks, jogs, and the gym is 
out of  the question, we need to find a way to keep 

ourselves active at home. FitOn to the rescue!
Most exercise apps start you off  with simple routines before 

you are prompted to pay for “premium content”. Not FitOn; here, 
you are provided with free exercise plans based on your self-set 
goals, whether it is to lose weight, build muscle, or relieve stress.

The app packs myriad exercise styles—cardio, strength 
training, yoga, pilates, dance and more—taught by top trainers. 
You get full-length videos with voice and visual instructions.

FitOnincludes 10-minute workouts,customised challenges,and 
you can even browse routines by workout category, body part, 
length, and intensity. 

The best part? You can access FitOn on your smart TV or laptop 
via app.fitonapp.com to take advantage of  a larger screen.
Android, iOS | Free

INSIGHT TIMER: FREE MEDITATION APP

For overall wellness, you also need to take care 
of  your mental health, and this is where 

meditation comes in. On Insight Timer, you can 
find over 20,000 guided exercises to help you stay 

relaxed, peaceful and stress-free.
Simply head to the meditation section for “beginner” exercises, 

complete with calming voice guidance. You can look for 
programmes that will help you with sleep, anxiety management, 
and there are also sessions that will keep you motivated and happy.

The app has a section dedicated to soothing sounds and music 
tracks that will help you attain a meditative state, and you even 
get a timer function with a starting and ending bell, along with 
ambient sounds to help you attain calm. The service is also home 
to an active community with daily updates and podcasts.
Android, iOS | Free

FREE COLOURING SHEETS

I f  you have a printer and paper to spare, then websites like Free 
Coloring Sheets and Dot to Dots will help you keep your child 

occupied. You can browse their content by categories such as 

animals, flowers, people, sports, vehicles, objects, and buildings 
to find printable designs in PDF for your kids to colour, paint and 
join the dots.

Tim’s Printables, which is home to over 900 sheets in categories 
such as colouring pages, mazes, connect the dots, word searches 
and drawing tutorials is another such fantastic resource. It even 
has shape and animal templates—along with printable stickers—
that you can use for crafts. And you can browse most of  these 
by themes like pirates (including mock treasure maps), fantasy 
and sci-fi.

If  you are feeling left out while the kids paint, then download 
PDFs from Adult Coloring Pages for yourself  and your spouse to 
turn it into a fun group activity with your children. 

Just remember to print the templates in draft mode to conserve 
ink, print on both sides or reuse the blank side to save paper. 

www.freecoloringsheets.net | www.dottodots.net |
www.timvandevall.com | www.adultcoloringpages.net

ORIGAMI CLUB

A lmost all of  us, at some time or the other, have folded a piece 
of  paper to make a boat or even a rocket. Some of  us may 

have learned to make more complex objects like birds and flowers 
in craft class at school. Well, Origami Club is dedicated to the 
wonderful Japanese art of  paper folding, where all you need is 
paper for hours of  fun. You don’t have to use special origami paper; 
you can always reuse old A4 sheets (the ones you coloured, for 
instance) and newspapers too. 

The tutorials are sorted by themes that include animals, fruits 
and vegetables, sea creatures, flowers, clothes, and even numbers 
and symbols. There are plenty of  fun projects for everyone, 
whether beginner or expert.

Click on any section and you are taken to a page that displays 
images of  each of  the paper-folding designs. Select any one and 
you can choose between a diagrammatic instruction set and a 
step-by-step animation. 

en.origami-club.com

PLAYMEO

Head to Playmeo for fun group activities that are designed to 
uplift everybody’s mood. The site has over 40 interactive 

games (400, if  you subscribe to the premium plan) with 100+ video 
tutorials to show you how to go about it. 

You can search by activity type (trust, puzzles, reflection…), 
duration, the number of  participants, and exertion level (passive, 
active, high energy). The free activities, which mightrequire basic 
items like pen, paper, a cup, and playing cards, can be downloaded 
in PDF format for later reference.

Each activity is accompanied by anexplanation on how to play, 
tips and the positive takeaways. For instance, when you play ‘knee 
tag’, the ‘teacup stretch’ and exchange ‘train station greetings’, 
you also exercise, work on your balance and coordination 
skills, learn to understand non-verbal cues and even bond with 
family members. It’s a win-win. 

www.playmeo.com

THINGS TO DO AT HOME TO 
BEAT QUARANTINE BLUES

Folding@Home
How would you like to be part of an international collaboration 

that’s working to develop life-saving therapies against COVID-19? 
Don’t worry. You don’t need to be a scientist or doctor; you just need 
to lend your computer’s spare processing power to help in research.

Folding@Home is a project from Stanford University that uses 
thousands of networked PCs to form a virtual ‘supercomputer’ for 
bioresearch. To help tackle this coronavirus, scientists are using 
computer simulation to understand how its viral proteins work. 

To help, you will need to download the Folding@Home client 
software from its website and select to contribute to “Any Disease”. 
The tool runs at a very low priority and it won’t even affect your 
productivity when you’re using the computer. The software links to 
its central servers and receives minuscule “work units”; it runs on 
spare CPU time, and uploads finished work units to the server. 

The data you help generate becomes part of a larger simulation, 
and the results from it will be quickly disseminated to multiple 
laboratories around the world to help develop antiviral drugs and 
vaccines. And yes, it’s safe to install and run.

foldingathome.org

Ashutosh Desai and Savio D’Souza tell you about
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Mumbai: Long-term repo
operations (LTROs), the cen-
tral bank’s new instrument
to provide liquidity to bond
investors including mutual
funds, is showing good re-
sults in supporting bond pri-
ces at lower levels, market
players said. On Friday, the
RBI said it would conduct
LTROs aggregating an addi-
tional Rs 1 lakh crore, which
fund industry executives say
will help stabilise bond pri-
ces for some more time.

Due to the coronavirus
pandemic, there have been
large sell-offs in the equity,
bond and forex markets in the
country. “With the intensifica-
tion of redemption pressures,
liquidity premia on instru-
ments such as corporate
bonds, commercial papers
and debentures have surged.
Combined with the thinning
of trading activity with the
Covid-19 outbreak, financial
conditions for these instru-
ments, which are used, inter
alia, to access working capital
in the face of the slowdown in
bank credit, have also tighte-
ned,” the RBI said. To mitigate
their adverse effects on econo-
mic activity, the RBI, through
LTROs of three-year tenure,
will infuse up to Rs 1 lakh cro-
re into the system, it said.

LTROs to
ease MFs’
debt pain
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

RBI’s NEW TOOL
FOR LIQUIDITY

Bengaluru: Coffee Day
(CDEL) has received Rs 2,000
crore from Blackstone as part
of the deal to sell its IT park on
the outskirts of Bengaluru, ac-
cording to a person familiar
with the matter. This is the first
tranche, out of which Rs 1,650
crore would be used to repay
lenders. Blackstone is expected
to pay the remaining Rs 700 cro-
re by the end of this year. Out of
Rs 1,650 crore, Rs 900 crore wo-
uld be used to repay Axis Bank
and StanChart Bank, while
another Rs 199 crore and Rs 108
crore will be paid to Piramal
Housing and Yes Bank respecti-
vely. CDEL declined to com-
ment on the matter. — Avik Das

New Delhi: The Indian econo-
my will grow by 2.1% in 2020-21,
while nearly all major G20 eco-
nomies will shrink, the Econo-
mist Intelligence Unit (EIU)
said on Friday as global ra-
tings agency Moody’s slashed
India’s growth forecast to 2.5%
for 2020 from the earlier 5.3%
due to the impact of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

EIU said the global econo-
my will shrink by 2.2%. If the
EIU forecast is realised, India
will emerge as the fastest-gro-
wing major economy in the
world even at the sharply re-
duced rate and along with
China and Indonesia will re-
cord expansion against the
backdrop of the devastation
caused by the coronavirus.

Moody’s said the G20 econo-
mies, which is a grouping of de-
veloped and emerging countri-
es, will experience an unprece-
dented shock in the first half of
this year and will contract in
2020 as whole, before picking
up in 2021. Among the G20 co-
untries, the EIU downgraded
growth in Italy, Germany and
Brazil by over 7 percentage po-
ints. Although India is among
the five major economies that
saw lowest downgrade, but its
economic growth is also being
cut by about 4 percentage po-
ints, according to EIU.

Moody’s said it had revised
downwards global growth fo-
recast for 2020 as the rising
costs of the coronavirus
shock, particularly for advan-
ced economies, and the policy
responses to combat the down-
turn were becoming clearer.
“We now expect GDP in the
global economy to contract by
0.5% in 2020, followed by a
pick-up to 3.2% in 2021. In No-
vember last year, before the
emergence of the coronavirus,
we were expecting the global
economy to grow by 2.6% this
year,” Moody’s said in a report.

The global rating agency
expects the Indian economy to
return to a healthy growth ra-
te of 5.8% next year. “The go-
vernment of India and South
Africa have announced 21-day
lockdowns. We expect these
measures to dampen econo-
mic growth,” Moody’s said.

With 2.1% Rise In GDP, Country Could 
Still Be Fastest-Growing Major Economy

EIU, Moody’s slash
India’s growth forecast 

RECESSION TO FOLLOW THE 
PANDEMIC: FORECASTING BODY
According to the latest forecast by Economist Intelligence Unit, 
nearly all major economies in G20 will shrink in 2020. G20 is a 
group of world’s 19 largest economies and the European Union. 
The global economy is expected to shrink by 2.2%

Country
(Covid-19 Cases)

Japan (1,387)

Australia (3,143)

Canada (4,046)

Russia (1,036)

India (753)

S Korea (9,332)

Indonesia (1,046)

South Africa (927)

US (85,991)

Argentina (589)

China (81,828)

France (29,567)

S Arabia (1,012)

UK (11,813)

Mexico (585)

Turkey (3,629)

Italy (80,589)

Germany (47,278)

Brazil (2,985)

World (5,37,808)
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Mumbai: Even while retai-
lers continue to deal with lo-
gistical issues in the procure-
ment of essential products, a
problem of liquidity has sur-
faced for small grocery stores.

A grocer in Mumbai said
distributors are not accep-
ting cheques for larger sums
mainly because banks, which
are under-staffed due to the
lockdown, are not clearing
them. Some grocers do not ha-
ve RTGS facilities either.
While there has been a situa-
tion of stock unavailability
post-lockdown, small grocers
said they are finding it diffi-
cult to source supplies from
company distributors due to
liquidity issues. This is anot-
her reason why grocery sto-
res have been under-stocked
in the last few days.

However, corporates like
ITC, Hindustan Unilever
(HUL) and Cargill are exten-
ding a helping hand in these
challenging times. 

Piyush Patnaik, MD of
Cargill’s oils business in In-
dia, said, “Kiranas will run
into trouble due to two rea-
sons — logistical problems
in delivering stocks to them,
and lack of cash in the mar-
ket. Our distributors are ex-
tending credit to kiranas
and we are doing it for our di-
rect customers.”

An HUL spokesperson sa-
id the company expects the
prolonged lockdown to im-
pact the cash turnaround ti-
me of its distributors. “We
will continue to evaluate the
need for extending credit to
our distributors from time-to-
time and take appropriate ac-
tions in the best interest of
our business and the part-
ners,” said the spokesperson.
Previously, corporates had
extended credit lines to their
distributors during the demo-
netisation exercise in 2016.

Small retailers in Mum-
bai said some distributors,
as a norm, do not accept cash
beyond Rs 15,000-20,000, and
now even cheques are not be-
ing accepted. These retai-
lers said they were rushing
to register for RTGS faciliti-

es — a process which can ta-
ke a long while.

In Kolkata, some stores,
mostly hyper-local, are fa-
cing problems procuring
commodities from bigger
stores. However, relatively
bigger kirana stores are in a
better position. While most
deal in cash, some are getting
credit from distributors.

There are around 12 mil-
lion kirana stores in India,
according to Nielsen, and clo-
se to a million wholesalers
that make up the lifeline of
the $650-billion retail indust-
ry. The relevance of small ne-

ighbourhood stores has re-
mained steady given familia-
rity and proximity factors.
Some even extend monthly
credit to consumers.

Naren Sen, a hyper-local
kirana store owner in Kolka-
ta, is facing a tough time for
the last few days. “A lot of pe-
ople in the neighbourhood
are making purchases on
credit, but we are not getting
credit. The big stores and
sub-distributors are not rea-
dy to accept cheques either,”
he added. However, Milton
Chakraborty, who has a rela-
tively bigger grocery store
in south Kolkata, is getting
credit from distributors.

An industry executive sa-
id distributors of companies
like ITC, which has a strong
presence in kirana stores, is
extending line of credit to
these stores. “There is not

much cash crunch at this mo-
ment, though most of the ki-
rana stores do not have RTGS
but they are getting credit,”
the executive said.

In east Bengaluru, a majo-
rity of the neighbourhood sto-
res remained shut on Friday
due to lack of stock, and those
that were open operated only
between 7am and 1pm during
the day due to low replenish-
ments from distributors. All
received their delivery last
week and are waiting to refill
as shelves remain half empty
due to panic-buying by custo-
mers this week.

“There has been no supp-
ly since last week,” said a ki-
rana store owner, who pays
his distributors in cash and
online. “We are yet to reach a
situation of paying by che-
que or RTGS currently as
that will only happen when
the next cycle of delivery oc-
curs,” he added.

A local ICICI branch ma-
nager said the bank has not
received requests from any
store owners for access to
RTGS facilities. “It needs an
approval from the RBI. Under
the current situation, it is not
likely they can leave their sto-
res and come to the bank for
that,” said the manager.

(Contributions by Namrata
Singh in Mumbai, Udit 

Prasanna Mukherji in Kolka-
ta, John Sarkar in New Delhi

& Avik Das in Bengaluru)

Kirana stores find it
hard to pay for stock

Liquidity Crunch Adds To Small Shops’ Woes
In Lockdown As Distributors Shun Cheques 

COS EXTEND CREDIT AMID CURFEW
 In addition to logistical 

hurdles, small grocers are finding 
it difficult to source supplies 
from company distributors due 
to liquidity issues amid the 
nationwide lockdown

 Distributors usually do 
not accept cash beyond 
`15,000-20,000. Now, 
they have stopped 
taking cheques too

 Distributors are reluctant to 
take cheques as bank branches 
are understaffed, leading to 
delays in cheque clearance

 Retailers are registering for 

RTGS payment, but the process 
can take time. ITC, HUL and 
Cargill are extending credit to 
retailers in these situations

 The last time corporates 
extended credit lines 

was during the 
demonetisation 
exercise in 2016

 There are around 
12 million kirana 

stores in India, according 
to Nielsen data, and close to 
1 million wholesalers that 
make up the lifeline of India’s 
$650bn retail industry

Washington: The coronavirus pandemic has driven the global
economy into a downturn that will require massive funding to

help developing nations, IMF chief Kristalina
Georgieva said on Friday. “It is clear that we have
entered a recession” that will be worse than in 2009,
following the global financial crisis, she said in an
online press briefing.

With the worldwide economic “sudden stop”,
Georgieva said the fund’s estimate “for the overall financial needs
of emerging markets is $2.5 trillion”. But she warned that estimate
“is on the lower end”. Over 80 countries, mostly of low incomes,
have already have requested emergency aid from the
International Monetary Fund, she said. AGENCIES

We’ve entered recession: IMF chief

TIMES NEWS NETWORKBesides the conventional ra-
te cut, the RBI took an un-
conventional step of ma-

king available Rs 1lakh crore to
banks through targeted long-
term repo (lending) operations.
This allows banks that have bo-
ught bonds from private issuers
to finance the purchases at a
cheap rate. Another Rs 1.37 lakh
crore was released to banks by
reducing the cash reserve ratio
(CRR)—a portion of deposits
that are impounded by the RBI.
This reduction in CRR by one
percentage point of total depo-
sits will release Rs 1.37 lakh cro-
re to banks. Another Rs 1 lakh
crore was made available thro-
ugh a marginal standing facili-
ty for emergency loans.

In addition to making avai-
lable funds, RBI incentivised
banks to buy corporate bonds
by exempting them from any
writedown due to rise in inter-
est rates in future.

To push banks to lend, RBI
reduced its reverse repo ra-
te—the rate it offers banks for
their surplus funds—by 90bps
to 4%. “The moratorium provi-
des relief to borrowers from be-
ing tagged as non-performing
assets. Going forward there
will be a need to have a restruc-
turing scheme for sectors like
hospitality and aviation that
are most affected by the crisis,”
said Rajkiran Rai, MD & CEO,
Union Bank of India.

“As regards the outlook for
2020-21, apart from the continu-
ing resilience of agriculture
and allied activities, most
other sectors of the economy
will be adversely impacted by
the pandemic, depending upon
its intensity, spread, and dura-
tion. If Covid-19 is prolonged
and supply chain disruptions
get accentuated, the global
slowdown could deepen, with
adverse implications for In-
dia,” said Das.

Without the steps many
companies would have defaul-
ted and some could have been
classified as NPAs. The measu-
res come on the back of a Rs 1.7
lakh crore relief package for
the poor through direct benefit
transfer announced by the fi-
nance minister on Friday.

RBI move will
stop tagging
of borrowers

as NPAs
� From P 1

CENTRAL BANK’s
STIMULUS

CCD gets ̀̀ 2,000cr
from Blackstone
for IT park deal

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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Paris: Athletes who had al-
ready qualified for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics before they 
were postponed will keep their 
places when the showpiece 
takes place in 2021, sources 
told AFP on Thursday.

Around 57% of  the 11,000 
scheduled participants for To-
kyo had already made sure of  
taking part when the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) pushed the Games back 
to 2021 due to the coronavirus 
on Tuesday. The IOC and 32 
international sports federa-
tions held a teleconference on 
Thursday where it was decid-

ed to respect the qualification 
process. “Thomas Bach (the 
IOC President) first explained 
the reasons for the postpone-
ment of  the Games, then said 
that the athletes qualified for 
Tokyo 2020 would automati-
cally be qualified for 2021,” 
said one of  the participants in 
the conference. “One of  the 
main subjects was to know 
when and how to organise the 
qualifications.

“In some federations, many 
sportsmen and sportswomen 
are not qualified and it takes 
at least three months for the 
Olympic Games to organise 

them.” Following Tuesday’s 
historic joint decision, there is 
no definite date yet for the re-
scheduled Games with Bach 
saying the Tokyo Olympics 
“must be rescheduled to a date 
beyond 2020 but not later than 
summer 2021, to safeguard the 
health of  the athletes, every-
body involved in the Olympic 
Games and the international 
community”.

Many Olympic sports, such 
as boxing, saw the vast major-
ity of  their qualifying tourna-
ments either interrupted or 
cancelled due to the global 
health situation. AFP

When in 2021 will the Olympic 
Games be held? 
There are no definite dates yet, 
but media reports suggested 
that the Games were likely to 
be held in the window between 
July and August next year. Or-
ganisers have said there are no 
plans to move the marathons 
back to Tokyo. They were 
moved to Sapporo to avoid the 
summer heat and seem sure to 
stay there.

What about ticket-holders? 
Ticket sales are expected to 
raise about $1 billion for the 
local organisers. All tickets 
have a “force majeure” clause, 
which might get organisers 
off  the hook of  paying refunds 
if  the virus is deemed to be 
“beyond Tokyo 2020’s reason-
able control.” But Tokyo CEO 
Toshiro Muto said people who 
had already bought tickets will 

get special consideration. 

How much will the delay cost?
Between $2-3 billion. The Jap-
anese taxpayers will foot most 
of  the bill.The official cost was 
12.6 billion dollars.

Where’s the Olympic flame that 
arrived from Greece on March 12? 
In Fukushima prefecture, the 
northeastern region of  Japan 
that was devastated by the 2011 
earthquake, tsunami, and the 
meltdown of  three nuclear 
reactors. The flame is being 
stored in a small lantern. The 
original torch relay was to 
have begun from there this 
week. It’s unclear how long the 
flame will stay there. It could 
remain for a year and be the 
focal point for games next year. 

What will next year’s Olympics in 
2021 be called? 

It will still be the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics. The logo and all the 
merchandise are expected to 
remain unchanged. Any 
switch would have required 
replacing enormous amounts 
of  advertising and products. 

What will happen to the Athletes 
Village? 
The sprawling site on Tokyo 
Bay — 5,632 apartments — will 
be sold off  after the Olympics. 
Reports say about one-quarter 
of  the units have already been 
sold. Some units will cost more 
than $1 million. Officials say 
they plan to use the village and 
not shift to hotels.

Did the postponement damage 
IOC’s image? 
Yes and no. Thomas Bach’s 
flip-flop was there for all to see. 
But despite its problems, the 
IOC will survive as long at it 
makes broadcasters and spon-
sors happy. Broadcasters make 
up 73% of  IOC income, and 
sponsors add 18%. AP

Already-qualified athletes will 
keep spots for 2021 Games

Decision made, queries remain

K.ShriniwasRao@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The 13th edition of  the In-
dian Premier League (IPL) was sup-
posed to ring in the concluding chapter 
in the illustrious and storied career of  
India’s most successful captain — MS 
Dhoni. The tournament, if  all went 
well for him, was expected to bring him 
back into contention for October’s T20 
World Cup in Australia, thereby allow-
ing him to quit the game on the same 
stage that catapulted him to superstar-
dom after he captained the team to vic-
tory in the inaugural edition of  the 
event in South Africa in 2007. 

And now, the IPL itself  is in doubt, 
bringing about an unexpected road-
block in his plans to exit the game in 
the manner he had envisaged. 

Childhood coach Ranjan is unperturbed
His childhood coach, Keshav Ranjan 
Banerjee, is clearly not concerned. IPL 
or no IPL, Banerjee believes his ward 
will find a place for himself  when the 
T20 World Cup beckons.

“In the current scenario, IPL looks 
unlikely and we will have to wait for 
BCCI’s call. His (Dhoni’s) position will 
become tough obviously. But my sixth 
sense says he will get a chance in the 
T20 World Cup, which will be his last,” 
Banerjee told PTI on Friday, voicing an 
opinion that most others have pre-
ferred to keep quiet about or merely 
refer to in hushed tones.

Banerjee, however, may not have 
read what India’s new chief  selector 
Sunil Joshi had to say soon after he 
took over the role earlier this month.

“He (Dhoni) will be back in the reck-
oning only if  he has a good IPL. And 
why only him, there are so many senior 
and young players who will play in the 
IPL. If  they do well, they ought to be 
considered too. So, you could see some 
surprise inclusions,” Joshi had said in 
his first interaction with the media as 
chief  selector. Soon after India’s ODI 
World Cup campaign ended after a loss 
to New Zealand in the semi-final at Old 
Trafford, questions were asked about 
Dhoni’s immediate and distant future. 
Those gained momentum after he was 
dropped from BCCI’s list of  centrally 

contracted players.
TOI had first reported in July, 

ahead of  the selectors picking the team 
for the tour of  West Indies, that Dhoni 
would recuse himself  from all selection 
but stop short of  announcing retire-
ment so that he can play the 2020 IPL.

“During this time, Team India 
would have all the possible opportuni-
ties to try out new contenders for the 
wicketkeeper’s role. In this one year, 
whoever comes across as most impres-
sive will head to Australia. The same 
for MS. If  he enjoys a thoroughly good 
IPL with Chennai Super Kings (CSK), 
why not?” those in the know had told 
this paper back then.

And therefore, it all boils down now 
to the fate of  the IPL which is hanging 
in balance, thanks to the dreaded Cov-
id-19 outbreak. Between July and now, 
Dhoni has not played any cricket, do-
mestic or international. The wicket-
keeper-batsman had reached Chennai 
early this month to start his IPL prep-
arations, knowing very well what the 
tournament means to him this year.

Not just India, this year’s IPL was 
supposed to be a swansong of  sorts for 
him at CSK — a franchise, backed by a 
cricket-mad city that has worshipped 
him for close to 13 years now, too. “Next 
year, there’ll be fresh auctions. This 
was going to be his last hurrah. Let’s 
pray the virus outbreak shows mercy 
on us, so that lives can return to nor-
mal,” say those who support the 
Jharkhand cricketer to the hilt.

But normalcy seems a privilege 
right now and should the 21-day lock-
down in India be further increased 
because of  the pandemic and the rap-
idly increasing cases even here, the IPL 
will surely be cancelled and the famous 
No. 7 jersey will probably be hung up 
forever.  It will be ironic if  that happens 
as the lasting image of  a great crick-
eter would be of  him walking back 
dejected after being run out in his last 
ODI at Old Trafford, just like he walked 
back despondently after being run out 
in his first match in India colours in 
Chittagong in 2004. 

Uncertainty Around IPL Puts A Cloud 
Over Dhoni’s Future And His Plans Of 

One Last Hurrah In The T20 World Cup

WHAT NOW
FOR MSD?

New Delhi: They were at the forefront of  pur-
suing glory for the nation as athletes and now 
some Indian sporting heroes are playing a key 
role in the raging battle against the Covid-19 
pandemic — manning the streets as police of-
ficers persuading people to stay home amid a 
national lockdown. T20 World Cup-winning 
cricketer Joginder Sharma, Commonwealth 
Games gold medal-winning boxer Akhil Kumar 
and Asian Games champion kabaddi player 
Ajay Thakur have one thing in common. They 
are all full-time police officers, jobs which they 
got thanks to their sporting accomplishments. 

Speaking to PTI, Sharma and Kumar, both 

Haryana Police officers and good friends, listed 
the challenges that come with “doing duty” 
during an unprecedented crisis. 

“I have been a DSP since 2007. This is one 
of  a kind challenge for me as a police officer 
because of  the general fear and I can tell you 
that I have seen quite a few challenges in my 
years of  service,” said Sharma, the all-rounder 
who immortalised himself  with the trophy-
winning final over against Pakistan in the title 
clash of  the inaugural T20 World Cup in South 
Africa in 2007. The 36-year-old is currently 
posted in Hisar as the nation observes a 21-day 
lockdown till April 14 to combat the pandemic. 

“Our duty time starts around 6am and we do 
patrolling, making people aware, send those 
who are out for fun to their homes, help those 
in need of  essentials or medical aid and take 
action against those who try to defy without 
any good reason,” Sharma said.

Serving with the Gurugram Police as ACP 
since last September is Kumar, the flamboyant 
bantamweight boxer. 

“I believe only a strict enforcement of  lock-
down will be able to halt this virus. People are 
slowly understanding this,” said the 2006 CWG 
gold-medallist, who turned 38 on Friday, a work-
ing birthday for him. PTI

Indian athletes on cop duty amid lockdown

While the organisers of the Tokyo Olympics and the Japanese 
Govt took the difficult decision of postponing the Olympics 
by a year, some questions remain. Here are a few... 

FUTURE TENSE: MS Dhoni 
was banking on a good 
run in the IPL to put him 
back into contention for 
the T20 World Cup

UNTIMELY ROADBLOCK

2007 World T20 hero Joginder 
Sharma (L) is dealing with a 
different kind of challenge in his 
role as a Haryana Police officer

Twitter

Australia head coach Justin
Langer feels
the IPL is an
excellent
platform to
prepare for
the T20 World
Cup but

conceded that health is para-
mount as the league may
become another casualty of the
Covid-19 pandemic. “Before this
crisis started to unravel, we
were absolutely determined for
our guys to play the IPL,”
Langer was quoted as saying
by Foxsports.co.au. “Because
with the T20 World Cup coming
up, there’s no better grounding,
no better practice,” he added.

Spanish clubs to cut pay
Barcelona & Atletico Madrid
will reduce the salaries of its
players amid the coronavirus
outbreak. The Spanish club said
late Thursday that its executive
board decided to temporarily
suspend player contracts,
which leads to a “proportional
reduction of the remuneration
provided for in the respective
contracts.” The club said it had
not decided by how much the
salaries will be lowered. 

‘I feared infecting others’
Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta

feared who he
might have
infected when
he tested
positive for
coronavirus,
but said on

Thursday he has completed his
recovery and is ready to return
to work withthe Premier League
side. “Everybody can be ex-
posed here, and you start to
think about the people that
you’ve been in contact with and
the other people that can be
related to us. That’s when a bit
of fear comes.”

Aussie body slashes staff
Football Federation Australia
sent home 70 percent of its
staff Friday in a bid to survive
the coronavirus pandemic, as

other sports were locked in
crisis talks on how best to
weather the storm. FFA chief
executive James Johnson said
“So we have needed to adjust
our operations to ensure that
we can remain operational,
forcing us to take the un-
fortunate decision to stand
down approximately 70 percent
of our workforce,” he said.

Umpire Dar offers free food 
In a heart-warming gesture,
Pakistani umpire Aleem Dar is
offering free food at his restau-
rant here for all those rendered
jobless by the pandemic.
“During this lockdown, people
have become jobless. I own a
restaurant named Dar’s De-
lighto on Pia Road in Lahore.
People who are jobless can
come there and eat food for
free,” Dar said in video mess-
age posted on Twitter.

‘Virus won’t end career’
England bowler James 

Anderson is
determined
that the
coronavirus
will not end
his illustrious
career as he

focuses on keeping fit by taking
part in “virtual” training ses-
sions with his teammates. “I
feel like we will play again and I
will play again at some stage,”
Anderson said.

SCA donates Rs 42 lakh
Saurashtra Cricket Association
(SCA) has decided to donate an
amount of Rs 42 lakh to combat
the spread of virus. SCA will be
donating Rs 21 lakh each to
Prime Ministers Relief Fund and
Gujarat Chief Ministers Relief
Fund set up for battling coro-
navirus pandemic. 

Bumrah uses time to reflect
The nationwide lockdown has
brought the gardener out in
pacer Jasprit Bumrah, who
shared photos of his time with
plants. Bumrah said he is using
this off time to reflect on
aspects of my life. “I am picking
up some new hobbies along the
way,” Bumrah said in a tweet
with photos of him watering
plants at home.

SNAPSHOTS

IPL best tourney
to prepare for
T20 WC: Langer

Nagpur: Under-15 chess play-
ers from across the globe
should consider themselves
blessed. That’s because the
game of sixty-four squares
does not need an outdoor envi-
ronment and neither does it

need teammates to checkmate
rivals. It’s all an indoor thing.

And the icing on the cake
for the brainy boys and girls is
March 30, the day that will
kick off an online chess com-
petition for the talented lot.

Bringing about this wel-
come change is the man of the
moment, Swapnil Dhopade,

who is also Vidarbha’s first
grandmaster.

After starting Chess Path-
shala, an online academy to
provide coaching to ambitious
players, Amravati’s Dhopade
decided to make the most of
the lockdown by creating a
competitive environment for
budding players. 

“The reason for conduct-

ing this online event is basi-
cally coronavirus. Many
chess tournaments have been
cancelled off and players are
sitting at home, hardly doing
anything competitive. The
biggest advantage of chess,
unlike other sports, is that
one can compete in events
even from the confines of
one’s home. I thought of mak-

ing positive use of this situa-
tion by giving chess players
such an opportunity,” said
Dhopade.

The tournament being
played in the shortest format
of the sport will be a two-hour
blitz for players below 15 years
and top ranked Indian mas-
ters. GMs Praggnanandhaa R,

city’s Raunak Sadhwani, Gu-
kesh D, IM Aditya Mittal and
our very own girl, WFM Divya
Deshmukh, will be seen in ac-
tion. “I am happy to play this
online chess tournament. Un-
like other sports, this is a great
opportunity for young chess
players. I hope this tense situa-
tion comes to an end soon,”
said the world’s fourth young-
est GM, 14-year-old Praggna-
nandhaa.

Two-time world youth
champion Divya, who last
played an online tournament
in Moscow (the Aeroflot
Open), said, “I’m excited and
looking forward to playing in a
tournament organized by one
of our seniors.”

Cooped up indoors? Now, get competitive
Amit.Sampat@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: BCCI president Sou-
rav Ganguly, on Friday, attend-
ed his first board meeting of
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) as India’s repre-
sentative. The meeting was
held via a teleconference due to
the Covid-19 outbreak.

“The board met in lieu of
planned meetings to discuss ur-
gent matters for decision only”,
the ICC said in a statement.

Speaking with TOI, Gangu-
ly listed out the most important
issues that came up for discus-
sion at the meeting, highlight-
ing three factors in particular.
A) The matter regarding the
payment of US$23.7m to BCCI
from the ICC in lieu of the 2016

World T20 will now be referred
to the ICC’s Disputes Resolu-
tion Committee; B) The ICC
board and members will keep a
close watch on Australia, given
that the country has shut its in-
ternational borders for the
next six months and the 2020
T20 World Cup is scheduled

there; C) The ICC will gear up
for an election in July this year.
Close eye on Australia
With Australia closing down
its borders for the next six
months, to control the spread of
the Corona outbreak, the ICC
Board resolved to keep a close
watch on the T20 World Cup
that is scheduled Down Under.

No official decision has

been taken on the matter yet ex-
cept that the situation in Aus-
tralia needs to be constantly
monitored. A six-month clos-
ing down of its international
borders means Australia will
remain shut for any outsiders
looking to visit the country be-
tween now and September.
ICC elections
The ICC will conduct its elec-
tions in July this year and the
position in focus will be that of
its independent chairman.
With incumbent Shashank Ma-
nohar suggesting that he would
not like to seek an extension to
the chair, multiple cricket ad-
ministrators from around the
world, chiefly Colin Graves —
the chairman of the England &
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) —
will be keen to step in.

BCCI, ICC to head into arbitration

Belgrade: Tennis world num-
ber one Novak Djokovic said
Friday he was donating one mil-
lion euros ($1.1 million) to help
his native Serbia buy respira-
tors and other gear to combat
the coronavirus.

The player was speaking in
a video conference from the
southern Spanish city of Mar-
bella, where he and his family
are currently hunkering down
under nationwide lockdown or-
ders. “Our donation is for the
purchase of life-saving respira-
tors and other sanitary equip-
ment,” said the tennis star.

The men's ATP and wom-
en’s WTA Tours have been sus-
pended until June 7, with the
French Open postponed and
Wimbledon facing possible
postponement or even cancella-

tion. “I don’t remember spend-
ing so much time with my fam-
ily since I became a father,” add-
ed Djokovic, who declined to
discuss tennis matters and told
reporters he was passing time
by reading a book on the “histo-
ry of the Serbs”.

Meanwhile, Spanish sports
stars Rafael Nadal and Pau Ga-
sol launched a fund-raising
drive on Thursday explaining
they wanted to give something
back to the coronavirus hit na-
tion that nurtured them to
greatness. Tennis ace Nadal
and NBA hero Gasol have tar-
geted raising 11 million euros
($12.3million) in the nation that
has suffered the second-highest
total of coronavirus deaths.

“The Spanish people have
never let us athletes down. We
are what we are because of
them,” said Nadal, a 19-time
Grand Slam winner. AFP

Djoko donates $1m,
Rafa targets $12m

New Delhi: Badminton
World Federation said it is
“disappointing” that some
players, including Indian
star Saina Nehwal, ques-
tioned its “sincerity and
motives” when it continued
with the All England Cham-
pionships despite the rapid-
ly-growing threat of Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

In an open letter, BWF
secretary general Thomas
Lund said the decision to go
ahead with the All England
Championships was based
on the best advice at that
time.

“It has been very disap-
pointing to see some mem-
bers of the badminton com-
munity speculate on the
sincerity and motives of the
BWF in this time of crisis,”
Lund wrote.

“Our number one con-
cern has always been the
health and safety of all of
our participants.

“However, at the same
time, we are deeply con-
cerned about the cancella-
tion of tournaments and
the flow-on effect this has
on elite players and coaches
whereby they could now be
in a position of temporary
unemployment and loss of
income.” PTI

BWF hits back
after criticism

London: English cricket
chiefs are considering install-
ing coronavirus checkpoints
and isolation units at grounds
in order to restart the game be-
hind closed doors. Last week
the England and Wales Cricket

Board (ECB) announced that
no professional cricket would
be played before May 28 at the
earliest.

But the ECB is stepping up
its planning for a potential re-
sumption of international ac-
tion with no spectators. En-
gland’s Test series with West

Indies is due to start at the
Oval on 4 June. Australia and
Pakistan are also due to tour
during the English summer.

The ECB’s director of spe-
cial projects Steve Elworthy
told the Guardian that such an
approach would essentially
mean creating a “safe and ster-
ile environment” at grounds.

“We’re mapping out what
international matches would
look like behind closed doors,”
he said. Referring to the Brit-
ish government’s initial ad-
vice prior to the current lock-
down, he added: “The advice
around mass gatherings was
500 people or fewer. AFP

ECB chiefs consider
virus checkpoints

Mumbai: Sport is least on
priority list at
a time when
India fights
against the
Covid-19 pan-
demic which
has brought

life to a standstill, feels star
India batsman Rohit Shar-
ma, who wants to talk about
IPL only after normalcy re-

turns. Rohit, who has been
out of action for last two
months due to calf muscle in-
jury was due for a comeback
in the cash-rich Indian Pre-
mier League, which has been
postponed at least till April 15
but stands a good chance of
getting cancelled if prevail-
ing situation continues.

“We should first think
about the country. The situa-

tion needs to get better first
then we can talk about the
IPL. Let life get back to nor-
mal first,” Rohit said.

The opener was respon-
ding to questions during an
Instagram chat with team-
mate Yuzvendra Chahal.

India has so far recorded
nearly 800 positive cases of
coronavirus besides 16
deaths. PTI

We will talk about the IPL later, says Rohit

DESPERATE TIMES
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‘It’s a miracle I didn’t break
any bones, but my nerves
have taken a beating’

Rachana.Dubey@timesgroup.com 

S habana Azmi recently spoke to BT
about life post the near-fatal accident
in January this year, how the ecosys-

tem of casting character actors has changed,
and life in times of the coronavirus pandem-
ic. Read on…
You returned from a trip to Budapest and went
in for self-imposed quarantine. How are you
biding time at home while in self-isolation?
I returned on March 15 with my close friend
Parna Patkar and my nurse Pravina who were
with me in Budapest. Hungary was not includ-
ed in the risky countries then, so I wasn’t wor-
ried. It was really on Parna’s and Zoya’s
(Akhtar) insistence that I have self-isolated
myself till March 30.
What arrangements have you made at

home for quarantining yourself, given that
your husband Javed Akhtar is also home
these days? 
Our office staff is working from their homes.
Only a skeletal domestic staff is operating
from our house. We have been counselling
whoever we can to maintain a safe distance
and wash their hands with soap and water fre-
quently. With healthcare conditions in our
country severely lacking, we simply do not
have the wherewithal to deal with the pan-
demic if it hits in full force. There are not
enough ventilators, ICUs and hospital beds, so
we have to try and flatten the curve. Social dis-
tancing and going by the government advi-
sories must become the norm. I participated in
a board meeting (via phone) of the NGO I work
with based in Ahmedabad for two hours.

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE  

Tanvi.Trivedi@timesgroup.com

Y esterday, Union Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar
tweeted that the 80’s mythological

show, Ramayan, will be re-telecast from today,
keeping in mind the ongoing 21-day nation-
wide lockdown.One episode each will be
aired at 9 am and 9 pm on DD National.

The Ramanand Sagar-directorial was
immensely popular in the 80s and its re-
run, too, is likely to garner a good view-
ership. We spoke to the show’s lead ac-
tors, Arun Govil and Dipika Chikhlia
Topiwala, who continue to be synony-
mous with the characters of Ram and
Sita,on what they think about the rerun.

An elated Arun Govil said,
“Ramanand Sagar’s Ramayan connect-
ed with the audience then and will 
continue to do so,even now.I feel that the
show has been blessed by god himself;
otherwise,why would it get revived after
so many years? It is important for people
to connect with the Almighty and seek
divine intervention in these difficult

times. If the show helps people seek god and follow
His teachings, it is good. Also, since it’s a family
show, the entire family can watch it together. This
will help people spend time in a positive way,
not obsessing over negative thoughts,and con-
necting with the deeper meaning of the
teachings of Ramayan.”

The actor is particularly happy that his 
grandson, who has already watched the show, will
again get to watch it on TV. He said, “My grandson

finds it strange to watch me on television when
I am sitting right next to him. I am very happy
that every generation can find a connect with

Ramayan.” CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE

Rachana.Dubey@timesgroup.com

S oon after the announcement yes-
terday that Ramayan will be re-
telecast, actor-producer Mukesh

Khanna’s TV show, Shaktimaan, started
trending on Twitter, with people re-
questing for its rerun as well.

Shaktimaan, a superhero show, was
aired on Doordarshan from 1997 to 2005.
Mukesh played the titular role and his
alter ego, Pandit Gangadhar Vidyadhar
Mayadhar Omkarnath Shastri, em-
ployed as a photographer in a newspa-
per called Aaj Ki Aawaz. As a show and a character, Shak-
timaan found acceptance for its novel plot revolving around
a common man, who attains superpowers through med-
itation and the five elements of nature. Every episode
highlighted a socially relevant subject like the impor-
tance of hygiene, family values and morals rooted in In-

dian culture, and it also attacked social malpractices.
When we spoke to Mukesh yesterday, he said, “It makes

me happy that people are demanding a rerun, I will be

glad if the ministry considers it. Shaktimaan and a few
other shows were high on values, their
content was such that India watched
them. This lockdown has made people
understand each other better. I welcome
the decision to have reruns, this is the
best time for that.” Over a period of time,
the show was accused of tempting chil-
dren to perform dangerous stunts at
home, and that was one of the reasons
for it to be pulled off air.However,Mukesh
said, “The plugs on my show were not
pulled because of complaints, but the es-

calated broadcasting charges. Kids learnt
a lot from Shaktimaan; we always warned them, clearly, to
not repeat stunts from the show.”

Given that over the last decade, kids have been exposed to
a wide variety of cartoons and shows from different coun-
tries,would they tune in to Shaktimaannow? “Yes, they will,”
Mukesh said confidently, adding, “The shows of that era suc-
ceeded because of their content and not visual effects. Shak-
timaan was a hit and will be a hit today, too. It has something
for today’s children as well.”

Mukesh Khanna, who played the superhero Shaktimaan in the eponymous show,
feels that the show was high on values and he’s happy that people want a rerun

‘Shaktimaan was a hit & will be a hit with children today’
Surendra Pal, who
played the main antag-
onist in the show, said,
“A rerun of popular
shows will help us
bring back our old val-
ues into play. Shakti-
maan was more for

children and their edutainment. My character was called
Tamraj Kilvish, and he was as powerful as Shaktimaan.
He wanted to spread andhkaar all over the world, create
misery. Shaktimaan was working to stop him and
destroy his powers. My character often said, ‘Andhera
kaayam rahe’. It was a fight between the good and evil.
Shaktimaan, to me, signifies India which continues to
fight crises with all its might and problems like coron-
avirus are like Kilvish’s army, which will be destroyed,
eventually.”

Ramayan rerun will help people
spend time positively: Arun Govil 

I DON’T THINK THAT 
ANYONE ELSE HAS BEEN ABLE
TO CONNECT WITH MASSES
THE WAY HE (DARA SINGH)
DID. IT IS A GREAT BLESSING
THAT AFTER SO MANY YEARS,
THE SHOW IS GOING TO BE
TELECAST AGAIN

– Vindu Dara Singh on his father Dara Singh who
played Hanuman in RamayanDara Singh as

Hanuman 
in Ramayan

A scene
from 
Ramanand
Sagar’s 
Ramayan

‘SHAKTIMAAN REPRESENTS
INDIA, WHICH FIGHTS 
CRISES WITH ALL ITS MIGHT’

Mukesh
Khanna in
Shaktimaan
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MEDICS VISIT JAVED AKHTAR AND
SHABANA AZMI’S BUILDING BACK PAGE  

Manushi Chhillar
roped in by her
home state Haryana
to spread COVID-19
awareness

M iss World 2017 Manushi
Chhillar is vocal about
socially-relevant issues and

has made the country and her home-
state Haryana proud on the global
stage. The Chief Minister of
Haryana, Manohar Lal Khattar, called
upon her to spread the message of
self-isolation and social-distancing
among people of the state. Manushi
has posted a video requesting the peo-
ple of Haryana to stay at home to fight
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In a video directed at the people of
Haryana, which was released yester-
day, Manushi says, “The whole of
India is in a state of crisis and it is my
duty as a citizen of this country to
raise as much awareness as possible
among my fellow countrymen about
the coronavirus pandemic. My roots
are in Haryana and I’m hugely respon-
sible to raise my voice on things that
affect my brothers and sisters of the
state.” CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE  

Artist and architect Satish
Gujral passes away at 94
A rtist and architect Satish Gujral, renowned for

his versatility across different mediums,passed
away on Thursday. He was 94. “He had been un-

well for quite sometime,” curator and artist Ranjit
Hoskote said.Gujral,who was awarded the Padma Vib-
hushan, was an architect, painter, muralist, sculptor
and graphic artist. His familiar works include the al-
phabet mural on the outside wall of the Delhi High
Court. He also designed the Belgian Embassy in Delhi.

Gujral’s artworks were inspired by the turbulence of
his early years, including the illness that impaired his
hearing as a child and the Partition of the subconti-
nent. “Unlike many of his peers, who went to Paris or
London in the early 1950s, Gujral went to Mexico City
to study with Diego Rivera and (David Alfaro) Siqueiros.
Gujral’s was a versatile practice, spanning painting,
sculpture and architecture. RIP,” Hosote tweeted, ex-
pressing his condolences. PM Narendra Modi also con-
doled the artist’s demise. “Satish Gujral ji was versa-
tile and multifaceted. He was admired for his creativi-
ty as well as the determination with which he overcame
adversity,” he wrote on Twitter. — PTI

Manushi
Chhillar

Satish
Gujral

Surendra Pal as Tamraj Kilvish

I REMEMBER VERY
LITTLE OF THE ENTIRE
PERIOD I WAS IN THE ICU
(AFTER THE ACCIDENT).
EVERY NOW AND THEN,
I WOULD HEAR

SNATCHES OF 
A CONVERSATION,

WHERE 
SOMEONE
WOULD SAY,
‘IT’S A 
MIRACLE SHE
SURVIVED’

SHABANA
AZMI
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THE DAILY CROSSWORD

ARIES March 20 - April 18 Job require-
ments may slow you down for a while,
but remember this is only short-term.Rash
decisions can lead to big mistakes. Take
your time. More confirmations of career
and business success could come your
way today.Don’t bring up buried emotions
that you thought were forgotten.
TAURUS April 19 - May 19 Things are
changing in your career path.Results de-
pend on your own ambition and drive,
which are strong now. You desire to be
with friends who are stimulating and help
you stretch beyond the usual.
GEMINI May 20 - June 20 You deal with
abstract matters while remaining practi-
cal.Some will think there is a conflict,but
you will work with the complexities and
create opportunities for inspiration. This
is a great day for you to get up on stage.
You may need to infuse a bit of excitement

into the situation. No matter
how much common sense
you use to figure out your life
situation,use creativity when
setting goals.
CANCER June 21 - July 21
You have a lot of influence in
your personal corner of the
world. Connect with col-
leagues and take a consci-
entious approach to your
conversations. This day will
be a good time to concen-
trate on completing work or
addressing personal matters.
Make some changes at
home.Get organised and file
or complete paperwork.

LEO July 22 - August 21
Making yourself clearly understood is
important now. Your timing should be
perfect and those around you should
find you spontaneous and alive. This
afternoon, you may agree to help a
friend with important matters that
might, in turn, help you.
VIRGO August 22 - September 21 The
sensitive side of you tells you that this is
a definite step forward for you on your
spiritual path, but the logical side might
be causing you to doubt the reality of it.
You will have to become more assertive
and decisive.
LIBRA September 22 - October 22
There is a great need for you to take the
lead now. Communicate with family, find
out about any concerns they have. You
have a strong inner sense of where you
need to go.Don’t be stubborn and selfish,

if you want to be accepted.
SCORPIO October 23 - November 20
You may find that increased responsibil-
ities are interfering with your social life,
and wonder if your friends have forgot-
ten you. Success on all levels is filling
your life and making you feel absolutely
wonderful. Keep moving ahead! You may
have to put in a lot of extra hours.
SAGITTARIUS November 21-Decem-
ber 20 Remember what they say about
all work and no play.You might find your-
self a little too conscientious. You could
stress yourself out to the point where you
tax your strength too much.This day will
inspire you to initiate projects.Take time
to relax and enjoy your day.
CAPRICORN December 21 - January
19 Use all that you have learned recent-
ly and put it to use in the practical world.
Your workload will increase and it will be
important to take it seriously. There are
sudden changes in the plan.You will have
to persevere.
AQUARIUS January 20 - February 18
Someone you are involved with in a so-
cial capacity is getting very assertive,and
you are not too sure that you like it.Maybe
you should put a little distance between
you, at least until you can figure out what
it is that they are actually trying to do.
PISCES February 19 - March 19 Friends
will find you trustworthy and dependable
and your emotions will settle down con-
siderably.Cooperation will exist with your
partner and there will be understanding.
A quiet day will help you get on top of
things and feel more secure. You are
mostly happy and feeling adventurous.

BIRTHDAY TODAY

You may be given additional responsibility at 
the workplace.

Tip: Your lucky colours are gold, orange, bronze, green,
white and cream. Your lucky gems are 
diamond, topaz, amber, jade, moonstone and turquoise.
You share your birthday with: Akshaye Khanna

How many words of four or more letters can
you make from the letters shown in today’s
puzzle ? In making a word, each letter may be
used once only. Each word must contain the
central letter. There should be at least one
seven letter word. Plurals, foreign words and
proper names are not allowed. British English
Dictionary is used as reference.

Today’s Ratings: 
04-average 05-good

06-outstanding
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SPELLATHON WHATZIT?

Upset the apple cart

MINDBENDER

The package comprises of the parachute which is tied to her back while she is diving free in the
air.If she doesn’t open that,she will hit the land and will die.

perk,poke,poker,pork,
PROVOKE,rook

JUMBLE

Jumbles:PROVE TASTY GRASSY FIDDLE
Answer:Casinos on the “Strip”make so
much money because lots of people go

to — “LOSS”VEGAS

TIMES SUDOKU TIMES KAKURO LOOP THE LOOP

SOLUTIONS TO GAMES/PUZZLES 

‘Jaan hai, toh jahaan hai’

WEB ORIGNALS

0700 Marco Polo

MOVIES ON TV

0815 Just My Luck
1000 The Confirmation
1155 Jerry Maguire
1425 Landline
1605 Marmaduke

‘Uri - The Surgical Strike’ 
at 2100 Hrs

0732 Omkara
0945 Dil Juunglee
1145 Shubh Mangal

Saavdhan 
1323 Agent Vinod     
1557 The Tashkent Files
1817 Yuva
2100 Uri - The Surgical

Strike
2310 Beyond The Clouds

‘Kishen Kanhaiya’ 
at 2100 Hrs

0721 Ajooba

‘Phir Hera Pheri’ 
at 2000 Hrs

0830 Fidaa (Love Hate Love Story)
1115 The Return of Abhimanyu
1430 Hulchul 
1735 Hero No 1 
1955 Golmaal Again
2310 The Great Veera             

‘Golmaal Again’ 
at 1955 Hrs

‘Jane The Virgin’ 
at 2100 Hrs

1745 The Ugly Truth      
1915 Made of Honor  
2100 Jane The Virgin
2200 Wahlburgers
2300 Father of The Bride

‘Terminator: Salvation’
at 2100 Hrs

0855 City Lights
1035 Universal Soldier:

Regeneration
1220 Spider-Man 3
1455 Kung-Fu Killer
1650 Mr. & Mrs. Smith
1905 Monsters Inc.
2100 Terminator: Salvation
2320 Into The Blue

‘Dishoom’ 
at 2240 Hrs

‘Conan The Destroyer’
at 2100 Hrs

0600 Barbershop 2: Back In
Business

0755 Misconduct
1000 Alvin And The Chipmunks:

Chipwrecked 
1125 What Happens In Vegas

0645 De Dana Dan
1030 Judwaa 2
1345 Kick
1645 Hulchul
2000 The Zoya Factor
2240 Dishoom

0805 Kasam Suhaag Ki
1105 Jaal The Trap 

1405 Rowdy Rajkumar 2
1700 Aparichit - The

Stranger
2000 Phir Hera Pheri
2310 Hum Hain Kamaal Ke

1038 Aarzoo   
1351 Welcome   
1715 Prem Rog
2100 Kishen Kanhaiya MX PLAYER GUIDE

1305 Insidious: The Last
Key

1455 Robocop 3
1700 The Medallion 
1855 Evolution (2001)
2100 Conan The Destroyer
2305 Jerry Maguire

Download The App And Binge Watch All Episodes, For Free

BHAUKAAL
Season 1, Crime
Drama
Starring : Mohit Raina,
Abhimanyu Singh,
Siddhanth Kapoor, Bidita
Bag, Sunny Hinduja,
Rashmi Rajput, Pradeep
Nagar and Gulki Joshi

Synopsis : Inspired By The Life Of IPS Officer Navniet
Sekera, Bhaukaal Is Set In Muzaffarnagar In 2003, Which
Was Then Better Known As The Crime Capital Of India.
The Series Tells The Tale Of How One Courageous Officer
Goes On A Clean-Up Drive To Punish Criminals, Battles
Local Influential Personalities And Re-Establishes The
Faith Of The Common Man In The Law.

0800 Music Takatak
0900 Top 50
1200 Toofani Hits 
1300 Fab 10
1400 Loudspeaker  
1600 Happily Ever After 
1630 E Now 
1700 Shaamdaar Hits
1900 Happily Ever After
1930 By Invite Only
2000 Loudspeaker
2200 Toofani Hits
2300 Loudspeaker 
2330 By Invite Only 
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MINDBENDER
A woman is approaching
a green land with no trees
in vicinity. Now, she has a
package with her which
must be opened before

reaching the green land. If
somehow, she fails, she

will die.

What is there in the
package that must be

opened?

TIMES KAKURO

Note: A digit cannot appear more than once in any
particular digit combination. For instance in the example,
we cannot have the combination of 8+4+8 for 20.
The numbers in the coloured squares refer to the sums
of the digits that you must fill into the empty spaces
directly below or to the right of the blue square containing

the number. For instance, in the given example, the 2 boxes below 12 must
contain 2 digits that add up to 12, whereas for 20, the 3 boxes placed
horizontally next to it must add up to 20. No zeroes are used here, only the digits
one through nine.

Level: Easy

Example

20

12

Rules
■ Connect adjacent dots with vertical or horizontal
lines, creating a single loop (Fig A).
■ Crossovers or branches are not allowed 
(As shown by dotted lines in Fig B).
■ Numbers in the puzzle indicate the number of
lines that should surround it, while empty cells may
be surrounded by any number of lines.
■ You can’t draw
lines around
zeroes.
■ Each puzzle
has just one
unique solution.
How to begin:
Example (Fig A) -
Begin with the
zero next to 3.
Since no lines can
be drawn around
zero, mark
crosses around it,
as shown. Now
there is a cross in
one space around
3. So we know the
three lines of 3
can only be drawn in the remaining three spaces. Next, these lines can only be
extended in one direction each. Continue, using the same logic.

LOOP THE LOOP

(Fig A) Not allowed
(Fig B)

Hints: Keep eliminating possibilities by marking crosses in spaces
between dots where a line isn’t possible, i.e., if you have already
completed required lines or where a line extension may create a
branch or cause a deadend (Fig B)

H O W
T O P L A Y

Fill in the grid so
that every
horizontal row,
every vertical
column and
every 3x3 box
contains the
digits 1-9,
without
repeating the
numbers in the
same row,
column or
box.You can’t
change the
digits already
given in the grid.
Every puzzle has
one solution.

Level: Medium

SUDOKU CHALLENGE
ENGINEERING | MANAGEMENT | MEDIA | LAW

HEALTH CAPSULE JUMBLE
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...say Mumbai dabbawalas on their services
being suspended for such a long time, which
has never happened in 130 years

Cycles of dabbawalas
lined up on the streets 

CORONA SHUTDOWN

A
N

I (
Fi

le
 P

ic
)

Ismat.Tahseen@timesgroup.com

Famed for providing lunch
delivery services with
clockwork precision, the

dabbawalas of Mumbai have sus-
pended their services in the wake
of coronavirus pandemic. The
network of 5,000 dabbawalas are
known to deliver two lakh dabbas
in the city daily. With the corpo-
rate life coming to a standstill and
the ongoing countrywide lock-
down, they have been forced to
put the brakes on their services,
something that has never hap-
pened in their 130-year-long
tenure. However, they are hopeful
that this too shall pass.

‘OUR CUSTOMERS ARE NOT
THERE, SO WHOM WILL WE
DELIVER THE DABBAS TO?’
It’s been a week since the dab-
bawalas delivered tiffins to
offices. Affirms Subhash Talekar,
President, Mumbai Dabbawala
Association, “Our services are
completely stopped now. We deliv-
ered dabbas on March 20 and post
that, our work has come to a halt.
This is the first time that we have
stopped our services for such a

long period (save one day in 2018
when the city was ravaged by a
heavy downpour).” He adds,
“Then too, our dabbawalas were
already in the trains and got
stuck there. But this time, it’s dif-
ferent. Besides, schools, colleges
and offices are not functioning, so
whom do we deliver the dabbas
to?” That said, the going is far
from easy for them.

‘THERE ARE SO MANY
FINANCIAL ISSUES’
Dnyaneshwar Kandse, father of
three, has been delivering dabbas

on the Mulund route for the
past 26 years. He says, “I’ve
never seen anything like this.
I’m worried as there are so
many financial issues. Adds
dabbawala Kailash Shinde,
who has been operating on
the South Mumbai route for
the last 20 years, “We have
always delivered dabbas even
in harshest weather condi-
tions. We feel bad about not
being able to do our duty, but
what can be done?”

“This tough time will pass
and we will all overcome this
together. Let’s just follow all
safety precautions, because
jaan hai toh jahaan hai,”
Talekar sums up.

Precautionary measures taken
by dabbawalas last week

WE DELIVERED
DABBAS ON MARCH
20 AND POST THAT,
OUR WORK HAS COME
TO A HALT. THIS IS THE
FIRST TIME THAT WE
HAVE STOPPED OUR
SERVICES FOR SUCH 
A LONG PERIOD

— Subhash Talekar, President,
Mumbai Dabbawala Association
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S elf-isolation and inability to venture out-
doors may seem like a nightmare for trav-
el enthusiasts. But people across the globe

have found an alternative in digital tours of
countries, cities and monuments. Google’s Arts
and Culture offers a virtual tour of historical
places/monuments, while national parks, muse-
ums and galleries are giving art enthusiasts a
digital tour. The tourism boards of various coun-
tries/cities are offering a 360 degree peek into
must-visit places and travellers are using their
past travel experiences to tell audio-visual sto-
ries. In a nutshell, virtual tourism has come as a
sigh of relief to many.

“The idea of virtual tourism revolves around
consuming visual content of a destination before
visiting it, or even as an alternate source of
entertainment,” says Purav Shah, CEO and co-
founder of QuaQua, a virtual travel company.
The recent ban on travel has led to an encourag-
ing surge on the company’s platform.

“While we had approximately 700k visitors on
the platform in the month of February, we are
about to hit a million mark in the next few days
(for March alone). Our social media handles have
not only seen a gradual spike in visits, but the
engagement time has also increased consid-
erably,” says Purav, adding, “In the past four
months, we’ve had over nine million video
views, and it should reach 10 million by
the end of this month.”

Saquib Nazim from Kolkata, who was
supposed to be in Bali now, is exploring
the beaches virtually. “The audio-aided
tour is teaching me more about these
beaches than I would have been able to
learn otherwise. In fact, the AR-VR aided
underwater activities on their website are
pushing me to try them when I visit the
place,” he says.

As part of her studies, Fine Arts and History
student from Delhi University, Vishakha Gaur,
was supposed to travel to the Netherlands to visit
The Van Gogh’s Museum, Amsterdam. While her
plans have been postponed now, she continues
with her project by studying the museum and the
artist’s work through virtual tours. “The digital
tour guide has some of the finest works and let-

ters of the Van Gogh and I can read, look at these
masterpieces closely and do my research right
from my bedroom. It is giving me enough time to
study them without having to move anywhere,”
says the 23-year-old.

People in self-isolation can spend their time
exploring VR simulations of an existing location.
Samrat Patnaik from TripExploria, says, “People
have now found an inexpensive way of exploring
places like Paris, London, Rome etc sitting at
home and can now choose if they want to travel
to that place after the VR show, in future.
However, the facility is limited to people who
have the VR equipment and large-scale travel
companies who can make the technology avail-
able to their selected customers. For others, trav-
el vlogs and videos do the job.” Kunjal Karaniya
Ganger, founder, Unplugged Moments, adds that
experiences like these “help keep plans alive for
the future.”

Experts believe that even watching inspira-
tional travel content with an infotainment and
storytelling angle can provide respite when in
lockdown. “Self-isolation has created an urgency
to travel more, sooner. Hence, content like this
allows you to visit a place virtually and gives you
the surety of adding a location to your future
travel plan, while also giving you the satisfaction
of having travelled as a stop-gap, while the world
heals. People are virtually visiting Venice to view
its beauty through the day or night, ride the gon-
dola through the grand canal, walk through 

St. Mark’s Square — all from the comfort of their
homes,” says Purav.
HISTORIANS, BLOGGERS AND WRITERS
SHARE PAST TRAVEL EXPERIENCES  
Historian Rana Safvi has started an online travel
series where she will be sharing photos of his-
torical places like Daulatabad Fort in
Aurangabad, Dargah of Khwaja Khizr in
Sonepat, Bhitargaon in Kanpur, museums
depicting Mughal poetry and miniature paint-
ings etc, that she has visited. She tweeted a pic-
ture of herself standing in front of Safa
Shahouri which he captioned: “So, since we can’t
travel and are housebound, let me take you on a
travel series with me to various monuments and
museums that I’ve visited over the years. The ele-
gant Safa Shahouri was built in 1560 by Ibrahim
Adil Shah, the Sultan of Bijapur in Ponda Goa.
#travelwithme.”

And she isn’t the only one do this. Travel
writer Manjulika Pramod has started a travel
series for people to transport themselves to vari-
ous destinations virtually. “I am using my past
experiences more judiciously now. I am dabbling
with new ideas of video making. I am creatively
putting together pictures of places like Thailand
Malaysia, Middle-eastern and European coun-
tries etc, and writing more about human stories
from those places, so people can read and connect

with the vibe of these places,” she explains.
Manjulika has also started an illustration

series depicting the culture of places she has
visited and will be creating virtual guided 
tours for the same. She stresses that armchair
travelling is getting a revival in this time of
lockdown. “Pictures, videos will have to be 
put together with music to relive memories and
talk about a place, people and their cultures,”
adds Manjulika.

Traveller Ankur Chugh’s digital tour of
Malta, shared on various social media plat-
forms, garnered a lot of appreciation from those
who had to cancel their summer travel plans.
“Currently, people can relate to such audiovisu-
al content more than before, which is why trav-
el-related video blogging is also seeing a surge
now,” he adds.
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Exploring Mumbai through virtual reality:
Bambiayya VR, a virtual reality drive-in taxi
takes you on a digital tour of Mumbai where
the iconic places in the city — the CST, BMC
Building, an Iranian café, a Koliwada
precinct, and the chawls — have been
depicted through illustrations.

Meet the Kakar Samaj: Madhya Pradesh
tourism is offering a digital tour giving a
peek into the lives of Kakar Samaj, the rope
weaving community who live amidst the
historical ruins of Burhanpur, MP.

Visit these national parks and
monuments: All national parks in the USA
are closed but virtual tours by National
Parks Service is allowing people to take a
digital tour of some of their most popular
historical sites, museums and parks such 
as the Statue of Liberty, Yellowstone
National Park in Idaho, Montana, and
Wyoming, Denali National Park and Preserve
in Alaska, Upper Delaware Scenic and
Recreational River in New York and
Pennsylvania, and Devils Tower National
Monument in Wyoming.

For art enthusiasts: Google Arts and
Culture, in association with 2,500+
museums and galleries across the globe
continue to offer virtual tours of The British
Museum, London, Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York City, J. Paul Getty Museum,
Los Angeles, Louvre Museum, Paris, Vatican
museums, Rome, State Hermitage Museum,
St. Petersburg, The National Gallery of Art,
Washington, D.C., etc.

Cities that are being
visited the most 
virtually  
In India: Cities like Agra,
Jaipur, Udaipur, Konark, Hampi,
Pondicherry, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Mahabalipuram,
Gokarna, Kanyakumari,
Amritsar, Varanasi, Haridwar,
and Jaisalmer  
International destinations:
London, Dubai, Bali,
Switzerland, Phuket, Sri Lanka,
Istanbul, Hong Kong, New York,
Rome, Washington, Paris,
Prague, Vienna, Cape Town,
Singapore, and Dubai 

VIRTUAL TOURISM CAN
PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE TOURISM
TO A GREAT EXTENT BY PUTTING A
CHECK ON THE TOURIST RUSH,
MINIMISING GLOBAL WARMING,
CARBON FOOTPRINTS AND
GLOBAL CARBON EMISSIONS

— Samrat Patnaik 

Beaches, monuments and exotic
locales come to your living room

Glimpses of a virtual
tour of Venice

Virtual tours of popular destinations like the Louvre Museum in Paris, Van Gogh Museum in
Amsterdam, the Taj Mahal, Venice and Malaysia are quite popular among people

Travelling from the confines of their homes 
Rohan and Geetika Baranwal, who got married in February, were supposed to go to
Switzerland for their honeymoon, but the global pandemic ruined their plans of “dancing
like SRK and Kajol in the snow-capped mountains.” Now, the couple is hooked to the web-
sites of Switzerland tourism that are offering a panorama view of the country. “Since we
are homebound, we are spending at least two hours every day looking at the mountains,
scenic beauty, old architecture and streets of Switzerland. And while it is nowhere close to
what one feels while in Switzerland, it is giving us enough idea about the place and help-
ing us plan our honeymoon in the future,” says Geetika. 

Virtual tour of a Malaysian cultural trail

Monuments, fair, forts, and
museums that are being
viewed the most online  
Taj Mahal, Fatehpur Sikri, Jaipur, Hampi,
Badami Caves, Junagarh Fort, Bikaner,
Pushkar Fair, Louvre, Paris, Vatican Museums,
Italy, State Hermitage Museum, Russia 

U K Prime Minister Boris Johnson
revealed yesterday that he had tested
positive for the coronavirus, making

him the first major world leader known to
have contracted the disease. In a video post-
ed online, Johnson, 55, said that he had
developed “a temperature and a persistent
cough,” and that he would self-isolate at
home. He said, “I am now self-isolating, but I
will continue to lead the government’s
response via video-conference as we fight
this virus. Together, we will beat this. But be
in no doubt that I can continue, thanks to the
wizardry of modern technology, to commu-
nicate with all my top team, to lead the
national fight back against coronavirus.”

Johnson was tested for COVID-19 on
Thursday on the advice of England’s chief
medical officer after experiencing mild
symptoms of the virus, a spokesman for No.
10 Downing Street said in a statement. “The
test was carried out in No 10 by National
Health Service staff and the result of the test
was positive. In keeping with the guidance,
the Prime Minister is self-isolating in
Downing Street. He is continuing to lead the
government’s response to coronavirus,” said
a spokesman.

— Agencies

UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson
tests positive for
coronavirus

BIZARRE!BIZARRE!

Man told to turn
down music,
chases neighbour
with sword

Aman has been accused of
grabbing a 2 1/2-foot-long
(76 centimetres) sword

and chasing after another man,
who asked him to turn down his
music, police in Manchester, UK,
said. A man knocked on the door
of Benjamin Layland, 47, and
asked him to turn down the
music. Layland reportedly 
got very upset at the request,
grabbed a sword and allegedly
chased the man down a hall.
Fortunately, the man got away
and there were no injuries.
Layland has been charged with
criminal threatening.

...thanks to virtual tourism, vlogs and photos of travel
destinations that have now become tools of globetrotting

amidst coronavirus outbreak
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Baaghi 3
Street Dancer 3D
Love Aaj Kal 
Baaghi 3
Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan
Love Aaj Kal 
Street Dancer 3D
Baaghi 3
Love Aaj Kal
Street Dancer 3D
Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan
Good Newz
Malang
Pati Patni Aur Woh
Malang
Bala
Pati Patni Aur Woh
War
Housefull 4
Bala

Last
week

Peak
Position

Song 
Title

Album
Title

Dus Bahane 2.0
Muqabla
Shayad
Bhankas
Pyaar Tenu Karde Gabru
Haan Main Galat
Illegal Weapon 2.0
Do You Love Me
Mehrama
Garmi
Mere Liye Tum Kaafi Ho
Sauda Khara Khara
Malang Title Track
Dheeme Dheeme
Humraah
Don’t Be Shy
Ankhiyon Se Goli Maare
Ghungroo Song
Shaitan Ka Saala
Naah Goriye

Shayad
After having just completed the

sequel to Love Aaj Kal, Sara Ali Khan
will be seen next in the remake of

Coolie No.1 alongside Varun Dhawan.
Rumour has it, that it will feature a
recreation of Govinda’s super hit 

‘Main Toh Raste Se Jaa Raha Tha’

Best of Bollywood
songs and singles 

for the week ending 
March 28, 2020

Source: Radio Mirchi

Kartik Aaryan and
Sara Ali Khan 

Song Title Artiste / Band
This track celebrates
how musicians can
work from home now.
Three music producers
Alan Walker, K-391 and
Ahirx, teamed up to
showcase the power of
'bedroom producers'
with End Of  Time.

End Of Time

Yummy

Feel Me

Intentions

Alone. Pt II

Alan Walker, K-391, Ahirx

Justin Bieber

Selena Gomez

Justin Bieber and Quavo

Alan Walker and Ava Max

TOP ANGREZI55
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These are Top 5 international songs. Source: Gaana.com
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WEEK ENDING MARCH  28, 2020

The rerun reaffirms that the show
struck a chord with masses: Dipika
When asked how he is coping with the lockdown,
Arun Govil replied, “There is no house help, and we
are doing all our daily chores ourselves. My wife
and I haven’t stepped out for days, our son gets the
medicines and groceries. We are waiting for the
situation to improve.”

On her part, Dipika Chikhlia Topiwala told us,
“My phone has not stopped ringing since the news
was announced. The rerun will help people not just
in bigger cities, but even in villages, to connect with
the show again. This time around, even the newer
generation will get to watch it. The production
values and techniques might have improved today,
but our dialogues, execution, story and casting
were so unique that it is still the best version of
Ramayan. When my daughters were younger, they
found it strange that I was staying in the jungle
with my husband in the show! I am happy the show
is back on national television; it reaffirms the fact
that the original Ramayan struck a chord with
masses like no other show.”

The actress also appealed to the people to stay at
home. She said, “It’s a gloomy situation and we
haven’t stepped out for days. If need be, my
husband steps out to buy the essentials.”

Vindu Dara Singh, son of actor and wrestler
Dara Singh, says his father played Lord
Hanuman to perfection. He is happy that the
newer generation will get to watch his dad’s
performance. He said, “My father played
Hanuman thrice — first in the movie Jai
Bajrang Bali (1974), then in Ramanand Sagar’s
Ramayan and finally in BR Chopra’s
Mahabharat. After that, so many actors,
including me, played Hanuman on screen, but I
don’t think that anyone has been able to
connect with masses the way he did. It is a
great blessing that after so many years, the

show is going to be telecast again.”
He added, “During his last days, I asked

my father if any of his wishes were
unfulfilled. After a lot of persuasion, he said,
‘Chal Ramayan laga de, I will watch it again’.
He used to watch the show with great
interest and finish five episodes in one day, it
was one of his last wishes. My father had a
tough time playing the character. After
getting into the costume, he couldn’t eat
anything and would just sip nariyal pani the
whole day. Such was his commitment and
hard work.”

IN HIS LAST DAYS, MY FATHER WATCHED THE
ENTIRE SHOW AGAIN: VINDU DARA SINGH

Dara Singh played Hanuman in the show

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

I am trying to Marie Condo the house starting
with my books, although it’s really hard to
part with them! But I really want to declutter
and get rid of stuff I haven’t used for six
months, whether it’s clothes bags or shoes. I
don’t see the point of having a favourite sari
or a favourite outfit if I know that I won’t
repeat it. I’m glad Kate Middleton has been
repeating her outfits and talking about
sustainable fashion. Celebrities must set an
example and repeat their clothes. Javed and I
have also been reading a lot, watching movies
and resting. I’ve recovered well but have to
still get my strength back.
Could you tell us how long it took you to
recover from the accident that you met
with on the weekend after Javed Saab’s
birthday and what had really happened? 
It was a pure accident. I was sleeping at the
back of my car because we had stayed up till
early morning celebrating Javed’s birthday.
Javed was in another car ahead of me with his
cousin Dr Sumbul Warsi and her husband
Nawab. We were on our way to Sukoon, our
house in Khandala when a truck rammed into
my car.

Your accident had clearly shaken up the
entire family. Javed Saab had barely gone
home during those days…
Mercifully, I passed out and I remember
nothing. When I came to my senses, I was in
the ICU at Kokilaben Hospital, Mumbai. The
doctors and hospital staff were exemplary. In
fact, I remember very little of the entire period
I was in the ICU. Every now and then I would
hear snatches of a conversation where
someone would say, ‘It’s a miracle she
survived.’ My phone was taken away. It was
much later that I saw the outpouring of
concern and prayers from all quarters. It was
overwhelming. I resumed shooting 40 days
after the accident. It’s a miracle I didn’t break
any bones or require surgery. But my nerves
have taken a beating. I still have a lot of pain in
my neck, arms and palms due to the accident.
Before the industry halted work, you had
resumed shooting and travelling. How was
the experience on the set of Halo in
Budapest?  
I’ve been shooting there off and on since
October and it’s been great. I’m contracted

not to say more than that at this stage about
the project.
As an actor, you’ve always been active
from the time you started off...
Neena Gupta had recently brought up the
issue of ageism a few months ago. She had
even urged filmmakers through social media
to get work.
Do you think women (of your generation),
even today, do not have enough age-appro-
priate roles written for them? 
It’s getting better. This is a very good time for
actors because all kinds of work are coming
our way. I’m doing drama, comedy, villainous
roles in equal measure, and enjoying it. The
advent of the casting director has changed the
ecosystem, particularly for character actors.
Earlier you had stock characters...Jeevan,
Kanhaiyalal, Shivraj, etc. Today, the actors are
being ferreted out from theatre and small
towns. They bring a great degree of
authenticity because acting is about reacting.
This inspires the lead actors to push the
envelope. Actors are no longer doing 12 films
at one time, so they get the time to learn a
skill, change body type, etc. Today, if you are
shown playing the guitar, you can’t fake it. You
have to learn the chords.

From the time you became an actor, you’ve
largely led the films that you’ve worked in.
Why do you think the industry has taken so
long to accept women in powerful places
— as directors, central characters in films,
producers, cinematographers and so on? 
In a patriarchal society like ours, women have
to fight hard for a seat at the table. Boys are
privileged over girls from birth. Equal
opportunity and access for both girls and boys
must become the norm.
In an earlier a discussion with BT,
directors like Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari, Nandita
Das and Tanuja Chandra had pointed out
that even today, despite a large number of
women in different departments of
cinema, they are expected to take the
shorter end of the stick. Your views? 
We need many more directors, producers and
writers who have a female gaze. A woman
director is not obliged to make a feminist film.
She can make what she wants, a thriller, an
action film, a comedy, or whatever, but
hopefully, she will be informed by a gaze that
is female.
You often say that Javed saab does not
have the bone of romance in his body, but
both of you have always stood by each
other like a rock. Love and companionship
of that sort are becoming rare in
relationships today. What do you think has
kept you both together for so many years?
Love, friendship and a similar worldview. We
belong to identical backgrounds...we could
have had an arranged marriage given our
commonalities!

A woman director is not
obliged to make a feminist
film: Shabana Azmi

Dipika Chikhlia Topiwala, Arun Govil and Sunil Lahri in a still from Ramayan

TODAY, THE ACTORS
ARE BEING FERRETED
OUT FROM THEATRE AND
SMALL TOWNS. THEY
BRING A GREAT DEGREE
OF AUTHENTICITY
BECAUSE ACTING IS
ABOUT REACTING. THIS
INSPIRES THE LEAD
ACTORS TO PUSH THE
ENVELOPE

IN A PATRIARCHAL
SOCIETY LIKE OURS,
WOMEN HAVE TO FIGHT
HARD FOR A SEAT AT THE
TABLE. BOYS ARE
PRIVILEGED OVER GIRLS
FROM BIRTH. EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY AND
ACCESS FOR BOTH GIRLS
AND BOYS MUST BECOME
THE NORM

MEDICS VISIT JAVED AKHTAR-
SHABANA AZMI’S BUILDING

Yesterday morning, a team of medics was
seen at Shabana Azmi and Javed Akhtar’s
building. According to a resident from the
neighbourhood, the team wore protective
gear and masks on and carried their kits
and other equipment to the top floor of the
building, where the couple stays.      

The actress, who was in Budapest for
the shoot of her international film, Halo,
had returned to India around March 15 and
has been in a self-imposed quarantine for
a fortnight. She had met with a serious car
accident on the Mumbai-Pune Expressway
in January. When we reached out to her,
she said, “I had to take certain tests in the
hospital, as a follow-up to the accident.
Fortunately, we were able to do all the
tests at home. I am fine.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

Manushi says, “I hope this video reaches out
to everyone and helps raise more awareness
about COVID-19. There is an urgent and
immediate need to self-isolate and socially
distance ourselves to save lives and we
should all respect the all-India lockdown
that is in place to curb the virus.” She fur-
ther adds, “We all know that coronavirus
has pushed us to a state of immense crisis.
And together we will need to fight it, we
will need to stop it.”

Manushi urged the citizens of the state
to act responsibly and respect the all-India
lockdown order given by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Talking about the need to
unite and be responsible, she says, “We will
need to unite and act responsibly. I’m staying
at home. I’m social distancing to protect
myself and everyone I love and care
for. You should also stay at home
and self-isolate. India is on
lockdown and you need
to respect that. It is the
only way to stop the
spread of coron-
avirus. You and only
you have the power to
save the nation. Be
responsible. Be a citi-
zen that India is
counting on.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

Did Britney say she
broke Usain Bolt’s 100
metre world record? 

B ritney Spears’ Insta-
gram post, claiming
that she’s faster than

Usain Bolt, a world record hold-
er in the 100 metres, 200 metres
and 4 × 100 metres relay, has
gone viral. This week, the
singer posted a photo of her
running time, which reads that
she completed a 100-meter dash
in 5.97 seconds. That’s faster
than Bolt, who set the current
men’s world record of 9.58 seconds in 2009. Also lagging behind
would be the current women’s record holder Florence Griffith-
Joyner at 10.49 seconds. “Ran my first 5!!!! Getting over your fear
of pushing it in the beginning is key…once I did that I hit 5!!!!!
Usually I run 6 or 7….my first try was 9….and now I did it whoop
!!!!! 100 meter dash!!!!! (sic)”.

Britney finally put an end to the confusion with a post, which
stated, “Obviously I was joking about running the 100 meter dash
in 5.97 seconds…the world record is held by Usain Bolt which is
9.58 seconds….but you better believe I’m coming for the world
record!!!! #joking #workb**ch (sic).” — Agencies

Rihanna donates safety
gear to NY hospitals
C ontinuing to lend a helping

hand during the coronavirus
pandemic, singer Rihanna

donated protective equipment to
New York State’s overloaded hospi-
tals. New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo took to Twitter to thank Ri-
hanna and her foundation on behalf
of the state for providing the sup-
plies. “I want to thank @rihanna and
the Rihanna Foundation for donat-
ing Personal Protective Equipment
to New York State. We’re so appre-
ciative of your help and that of so
many others who have stepped up,”
Governor Cuomo wrote. — ANI

Rihanna

— Shabana Azmi

— Shabana Azmi

Shabana Azmi

Manushi
Chillar

Britney Spears;
(below) the singer’s
Instagram post 

Be a citizen that
India is counting on:
Manushi Chillar
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